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To he right SIN I:hn Lord 


Harris, Baron of £x79n, and tothe 
worthy and Noble Lady his wite - 


Grace and Peace, 


Ricur = HONORABLE, 


= Our Chriſtian loue generally towardes 
| all the ſcruants of God , together with 


Ng your good acceptanceot our former la> 
| bours : bath giuen vs great incourage” 


your Honors patronage: rhe purpoſe and vpright defire 
of our hearts in all our writings is, to glorific God, and 
co edific his people.The method which we obſerue here 
in, 15 the ſ{elte ſame with thar in our former bookes: and 
the matter and manner of handling; wee commit ro the 
114gement or your Honors,and of cuery godly and indit- 
terent Reader : 17 our endeauours be as charitably inter> 
preted by others, as they be caithtully inrended by vs; we 
are ſure they ſhall giue offence to none, bur fatiſtaction 
toall. Andrhusnothiug doubting, bur char vour Honors 
will vouchſafe to receiue thisreſtimony of our dur.c and 
vntained loue; wee humbly commit you to the gractous 
protection of Almightic God; beſceching him: alwayes 
co dire&t and 0 = ou, 
Your Houonys inthe Lord 
to be commanded, 


{ohn Dod, Robert Cleaucrs 


the eſpeciall fauour ſhewed to vs, by 
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Verſe uy CA wiſe Sonne hearkeneth to te jnſlruction of 


ÞyEs Failh; C's but 4 {c OY er will beare 0 Y cbuke. 


PE oe no0oonÞ Wiſe Sonne,that is,a godly and pru- 
MS rw 2 £ —! dentchild of cicher fcx; male, or te-. 
7 »|| inale, ſonne, or daughter, will re= 
o|!y ©} ceiue, obſcrue, and obeythe g good 
*1 rf Y, leffons,and countell both of facher 
| ejlf+ 8 || and mother, But a ſcorrer, that is, 
*17} C1 | an obRinare, finnetull perion, w/ 
RPSY «|| hearenorebuke : thatis, ne will bee 
\- * «|| ſofarre from profiting by the re- 
WE 3! proofes of any, though hee bee a 


trend, though a brother, though a 
nol? tender father, that he will not lo much as brooke,or beare it, 
without contempt atthe leaſt,of the partic which rebuketh 1m, 
© The wholcſomeprecepts of parents are not to bee light ler by. 
Ic :s the viuall comle and cuttome of the Scripture, to 1nmumare 
Neceſſary duties, by praiſing their wifedome which carctuily per- 
'orme them, & cenſuring their folly which negligently omit them. 
As the wife buiider layerh his foundation on the rock,and the foo. 
:thon the ſand, The wile virgins tooke oyle itt their veſſels with 
MNEIe /ampes, and the fooliſh tooke no oyle with them. And fo tor 
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_olenr, and (hametull death, and co wantan honourable, and ho- 


- PrnoveRss. Chap.13- 


- our preſent purpoſe in another place of this Booke: A foole deſpia 


ſeth his fathers riÞrutton but he that regardeth arebuk: is prudent. 
And why is the one called fooliſh? becauſe he playerh the part of 
a foole, and mu{t theretore beare the burthen of his follie, And 
why is the other called prudent? becauſe he walketh in the way of 
wiſedom,and ſhall accordiogly inioy the weltare of the wile, 
*Ficſt the authorigc is ſo an vle and amiable, as that1n euery re- 


 ſpect,irchallengeth dutic ac che childs hand, withour gainciaying, 


Who belides fuch as are bruciſh, and voyd of humanicie, wou'd cx» 
cept aganit his fathers ad monicions, & ſay you {pcake from ma» 
lice, taxe you not for my friend, you beare me no good wil? Who, 
withour extreame, and barÞarous arrogancy, nay profſe and molt 
ſhamefull diloyaltic,can lay vnto him, you hauc nothing to doe 
with me:meddle with them char belong ynto you: I am too good 
to learne at your fiands: and you are too bate to bee my comman- 
der Fatherhood containeth loue, and greatneſſe, and wharfoe= 
uer may either allure the childe to ſubicCtion, or compel! him to 
ſubmiffon, The gouernment of the greateſt maſters is then com- 
mendable, when they deale as parents: the goucrnmeat of the 
mightief} Princes 1s then renowned, when it is paternall, and the 
ſubiedtsare vied like fonnes: the goucrnment of the high God of 
heaven, is therefore moſt glorious; becauſe it is fatherly, and pra- 
tious, and all his people are alfo become his children. | 
Secondly,the leffons of godly parents br very forcible whe they 


be duly imbraced of obedient children. Their inſtructions & pray- 


ers ioyne together: rheir congues and hearts goe together - & cheir 
exhortations and Gods bleſſing worke together, tor g00d effect. 
aad profice. And by this meancs are many prepared to ue 28 hol 
Cirniftians,yader che miniſter 1n the Church © and as faichtull fub 
iet;, ynderthe Magiltcates in the common weale : andas fruitful 
perſons forthemieclues and others,in their feurrall callings, 
Thirdly, che perrill of contemptuons children is fo great, a 
their puniſhmenc [hill be fo grieuous, asthar happy 18cuery anc 
that avoyderh char their finne. Theeye that mocketh his father or 
deſpiſeth the mlfrution of h1s mother let the Ranens of the vally pick 
it out and the yoult} Exoles eat it. Such a0neislikero futfer a vi- 


' 
NELT 


Verſcts | PROVERBS. 3 


l neſt buriall: either hanging on a gybbert,or lying in a ditch; and fo y 

= expoſed to crowes,and Kites, and *other rauenous foulcs, that fc de 

_ _ oncarrions, Now though it be true, that many of them eſcape ths 
ignominous end here: yer neither is this a with withoun fuccefle, 
nora threatning withour execution. Though their bodyes come 
not at the gibber, ver jf their ;oules goto hel, ſa arethey the ber, 
cerforbeing buried as the rich man was? Luk.16, Though their 
faeſhand eyes be not devoured of Rauens and Eagles : yer if theit 
ſoules and hodyes bee ancuerlaſting g prey toc rernall death, how 
much is their miſc ry abated? 

Admonicion to children,as in all good feruices to bee oiciou® Fſe.t- 
and dutiſull rotheirparems; ſo in a princtpall maner to bee teacha» 
ble, 2nd tractable when they are inſtructed by then, Tr 1s a ſuffict= 
ent moriue to make thee artentue to thy fathers words, it there be 
any equitie in them hecaulc he is ay father, When heonly coms 
mandeth for himſclfe, he is to be heard andobeyed; fithence thou 
canſt notperiorme fo much vnto him, as he hath deferiied at:thine 
hands, He was the inftrument ot thy lifeand beings hee was by 
conſequence the meanes and occaſion of all rhe happineſſe which 
euer thou ſhalt inioy, Much more reſpeC then is to be had of his _ 
ſpeaches, which proceed from his meere loue and kindnes to thees 
which wholly tend to thy profit and benetic,whicn God harh ſent 
by him in mercie,for the good of thy foule and body, preſent and 
cuerlaſtino. VVhen the Lord opene«| {the mouth of &2/aams Aﬀle, 
onely ro reproue Balaaws fooliſhnefle :it was Balaams great faulc 
and folly,that he crooke no more heed to that which was ſpoken ro 
him: and therefore when he chuleth {5 honorable a meflenger, as 
5 the parentof the child, andnot ſo much to reproue, as to direct. , 
and affift him; what regard ought to be had of his admonitions? _ 

Reproofe of finfull Sonnes, contemptuous, and retra&tary chil- 
dren, which diſtaſt nothing lo muchas their fathers inſtructions, 
They gape for his goods, and long ſor his liuings, and preedily co- 

yet after their patrimony : but they reject his goodneſle, and loath 
his g graces,and wil hauc no portion of his wiſedome. If their father 
naue any faults or trailty, which chey ſhould beware of,or giue the 
allowance in ought that is vnlawtull; his ates are authenticall 
preſidents for then to follow : his wordes are all oraclesfor theis 
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EE © Provenss. Cha).13. 
warrant: but ifhe propoſe vnto them many holy examples of true 
_  pierie: ithefaichfully informe them in the way of godlinefle and 
_ _ yertue :his courſe of lite is too auſtere for them co imitate: and his 
EY precepts {o ſtrict, that they are not bound to the practiſe of them, 
- But is it in the choiſe of children roinlarge.orexcenuate the power 
of parents attheir pleaſure? Will chey authorize them to bee com- 
 manders for the {cruice of finne, & diiclaime the writdiction when 
they deale for the Lord? Lerthem know (for in time they are like 
ro feele ir )rhar this contermpt is the forerunner of ſome wdgement, 
Though the father happily cannor puniſh them, yet God is able; 
though the father wonld pardon them, the Lord will plague them, 
E/; was more willing to haue his admonitions negleQed, then his 
ſonnes to be deſtroyed: but God would not ſuff*r them1o co (cape, 
and therefore itis aid, That they obeyea net thewoyce of their Fan 
ther,becauſe the Lord wonld lay them, | 


Inſtruction to parents ro ceach their children,ſecing the Locd io 
commendeth children thatlcarne ofthe parents, the du ie of one 
_ fortis colle&ed outofthe praiſe of the other. Andas it is here ga- 
thered by neceſſary conſequence; lo is it in other places cx; refly 
- declared. As to the Epheſians * Children (ianth he) obey rower parents 
em the Lord. Andye fathers brmg them up m mſtruition, «*d mfor- 
mationof the Lord, Thus will bee a meanes to frame thera to 0+ 

bedience » this will bee a meanes to make them wife : whereas the 
neglcArhereot worketh in them ftubbornnes and folly. Of which 
ot al] his ſonnes had Dama ſo much comfort, as of Salomon? And 
which of all Dama ſons was to well taught as Sa/omon? VVhich 
of all Damids fonnes were fo proud and rebellious, as. Abſolom and 
Adonyah? And which of them all were fo much withour-educat:« 
on and gouerment as they? Jt 15 noted by the holy Ghoſt concer- 
ning one of themn, that his father would not difpleaſe hun from his 
child-hood,to fay, why haſt thou done fo? It yiually commeth to 
pale, and it isto be ſecne inmolt places, thar a dumbe parent ma» 
kerth a deafechild: and a fond tarher a fooliſh ſonne. 
CE But a ſcorrer, &c- They that moſt deicrue to bee reproned, can 
lealt of all others endure reproofes. 
- The more guilcie any manis,the more vnwillingly be heareth of 
bus faules : ir 1s death tor a peruerie finner to bee checked for his 
tn fall 


Perſe. 2. Provrans, 3» 


finfuil behauiour. Rebabe not a [corner tlayth the wiſedome of God, DS 
leaſt he hate thee. And a01ins, 4 [corner louerh not ham that rebms 5, -. 
keth him nenher will he go Unto the wiſe, = 
Firft,chey are all proud .men,as appeareth bythe oppoſition Rex/oxs, 
which the Lord himlete maketh: eb the ſcorneful be ſeornith,but $ 
he gineth grace vnto the humble, Now to bee taxed for miidemen- Prott,3.34. 
nours:isto luchga matier of reproach, & diſgrace, & that an haugh. _ 
tic hart,and lofty minde, can never well di;geft, They affect no» 
ching more than applauſe and commendation ; nor minde any 
thing icile tnenrepentance & retormation:and rebuks withouta®= 
menidment,worke them nothing ſo much as ſhame and diſcredit; 
and theretore how can they chute bur abhorre them? Ot ſuch 
our Sauiour ſpeaketh,when he ſaith, That exery man that enil doth, 
hateth the light nether commeth to the light: leaſt his dreads honlde 11 ON 
bereproouedAgd accordingly Saint Pare teſtifieti thar allthis = 
when they are reprooued of the light are manifeſt: {or itislight that Epict. 5 13, 
maketh al chings manife(}, Such as keep theirhcuſes vnclean,wold 
not haue the filthines thereof dilcoueredby alamp:and they that 
haue ſtoln goods lying by the in corners,delight not to have their 
roomes ſearched with a candle. | 
Secondly,{cornefulnes groweth from an habite of many greate 2 
finnes, which men haue formerly committed andliued inz like an 
vicerjgathered of diuers corrupt humours, 
No man is borne a {corner,nor becometh ſuch « one at the firit, 
but is made ſo by degrees:as appeareth in the firſt Plalme, After 
he hath walkeda while in the countell of the wicked. he cometh to 
ſtand in the waic of ſinners:and then atthe laſt he rakes vp his ret, 
and f1ttes himfelte downe inthe Seare of the ſcornefull,So that by 
their own {innefull cuſtome ,andG O D $S righteous curſe; theire 
hearts are hardned to worke - iniquity with ouer grcedinefſe; 
ang then will they maligne all thoſe that diſlike their courſe, 
with bitternefſe. And adde yet further, that there is intheire 
coniciences a hidden difcouragcment,and priuy deſpair,both of 
pardon of their finfulneſſe, and}poſſibility toleaue 1: and that 
doth exaſperate them again(t ſuch as ſhail bee dealing with ite 
Who is willing to haue his filthy waund vawrapped and layed o= 
pento his diſgrace :and raked into; and tentedto his torment, 
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; 6 Provanss. Chap.13. 
LE: Phe when hetaketh it to be altogether yncurable? ” 
Inſtruction, to declare ur ſelues to be no ſcorners by opening 

| our cares to Chnſttan admonitions and rebukes; which is a note 
- of ynfained pictic & wiſedom, An ynugodly man may be reproued, 
* buthe cannot hearken toa reproofe: & a foole may haue rebukes 
offcedro kim,buc he will never imbrace them $ nor rebuke his own 
fiafull heare, when ke ts rebuked by others for his wicked wayes, 
Who can lay he is ſo innocent, that he deſetueth no blame for his 
faults? Who can (ay, he 3s {o wellnatured, thathee can amendhis 
faults though be be neaer told of any? who can lay that hee isr00 
good for any man to giue him admonition? Damuid lookedas well 
to his wayes as other men doe; and had as good a nitureas other 
men hauez and was of as great place as other men be: and yer hee. 
—  makechrequelt to God, to giue him friendes that would helpe his 
* PAHs, foulcagainithi; finnes. Oh,let the righteous [mite me ((aith he) for 
x that « abenefute let humreproue me, it ſhalbe aprecious ole, ce 
2 Reproofcofthemthatſhew themſelues {corners by profeſſing 
__—_  thartheyſcorneall mannerofcenſures and admonitions. Itisthe 
 Routneſle of their heroicall ftomackes, and the rigour of their ripe 
wit,that they will not be controuled at any mans hand. But is it ' 

from their valour and courage that they will not beare areproofe : 

_ orfrom their umpotencie , or bondage thatthey cannor? 1s it the 
vertue of their wifdom that maketh them repell ſuch wholſom in» 
ftruQtions, orthe yenome of their blindnes, as not knowing how | 
to make vſeofthem? As yaliant as they be.they are commanded 
and dealt with,like ſcruile flaues by Satanz andas wiſe as they be, 
they are condemned and plagued ,as moſt miſerable fooles by the 

” Lord, How frequent are places to this purpoſein the Scriptures ? 
 lal.z2z, TPenomockers leaſt your bondes increaſe. Inſtruttion is exill to hum 
— Prowt510. rhar forſakerh the way : and bethat hateth correttionſball aye, 
Ee EFOITe35020 ecauſe ye haue deſpiſed all my conn[ell, and wonld none of my corve- 
_ | Hon: | will laugh at your deſtruttion, & mocks when your feare coms 
meth &c. | | 
Ccnſolarion to them thatdiſdaine not to heare of their finnes, 
thouph chey were not carefull enough to auoyde them, Their caſe 
is not {o deſperate,ſo long asthey are not obſtinaic:; andno mans 
hurt is incurable, if he be not iacorrigibles 
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Verſe 2,4 good manſhall eat the fruit of his month; but the ſoule 
ofthe tranſpreſſors ,violence-. 
HE meaning of the firſt part of this yerſe is, that yodly men 
ſhall be Dlefſes both for,and by their gracious, wiſe, and ſcaſo» 
nable ſpeeches : and conſequently for their religious and righte- 
ous behauiour; and to this in the other part is oppoſed the conditi. 
on of the godleſle : that their ſoules, that is, themſclues, ar leaſt in 
their ſoules, ſhall be required with violence for their crueltie, and 
other cuill deeds which they haue donezand conſequently for their 
wicked words which they haue ſpokes So itis al one in ſence with 
the fourteenth verſe of the twelfth Chapter, were it is ſaid : that 4 
man ſhallbe ſaciatewith good things by the fruit of his month; Cf the 
recompence of a mans hands, ſball God gine vuto hm, 


Verſe 2. He that keepeth his month, keepeth his life : bt deſtru-. 


fHion ſhall be vnto him that openeth his ls wide, 


E that keepeth his mouth) which is conſiderate and waric in his 
words, neuer ſpeaking but when hee ought, nor yttering any 
thing but which is truc and conurnient; hee keeperb his [ife, prout- 
deth for his ſafetic,peace and quictnes, But he that openeth hulips, 
or ſtrideth coo wide to lewd ſpeaking {for lo the word fenifierh, 
as a harlot proftitutes her ſelf, or preadeth her body to filthy c6- 
panions, Ezech.16.25.deſtrutlionſhalbe to hmm : he is like ro meet 
with much trouble,8& ar one time or other,to be quite oucrthrown, 
The ſafetic and happineſſe of the whole lite dependeth of the 
well ordering of therongue- | 
That is commonly a meanes, when itis guided aright, to leng- 
then the yeeres of mens liues: and that is viſually an occakon, vnen 
it is imiſgouerned;to leſſen their dayes & make them ſhorter. Tliar 
being wilcly and reliotoutly impioyed, will procure luppiy of all 
their wants, andthat being raſhly and finfully vied, will quick'y 
diſpatch them of great abundance. That being peaceable, dit- 
creet and modeſt, will heIpe to rid themour of their troubles : bur 


that betug boylterous, hally and arrogant:is like to cnrangle them 
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with mcleſtations. Death and life({sith Sa/omon in the eight chap» 


ter) 47614 the power of the tongues And'therfore itisa prudent and 


boly direct 19, which the ſpititot God doth gjue vs in the Plalmes: 
What man ts he that defireth life. fourth long aaes for to [ee good? | 
Keepe thy rongue from cul, and thy lips that they ſpeake nogmie,c*c, 

Fult,itis proper onely to good men to moderate and gOUuerie 
their :onoues 1 que manner; ; they thar can doe that,are able tO Or- 
dertheir actions iuſtly,and they that doe performe it,will not faile 
tom3ake conicience of the reit of their wayes. 1f ary nan /inne not 
mword.faith S,lames,be is aperfeit man, and able to bridle allthe 


| hotres And contrariwiſe Tf any ſeemeth religions, & refraineth nos 


rs rongue, but deceineth his owne heart thi mans religio is mvaine, 

So tar it it He peculiar to godly perfones to keepe their mouthes, 
andynieperably annexed to religion:it dorh neceffarily argue their 
happie condition, which haue attained vnto it; and their dange= 
rous cafe which becurelefle thereof. ' 

Secondly, all our actions are ſutable ro our {| lathe and a g00d 
ronoue 15 the meanes whereby they are well managed, And chere- 
fore S. lames calleth it the rudder of the man, by ; which his lifeis 
dircced-and he thar wanteth iris in as great peril], & islikerto pe- 


- riſh,asa ſhip in the roupheR a withour either Rerne or Filote, 


Initruction to ſet a gaurd of artengance and warchtuines before 


our lips in cuery place,and at all times, that pernitious words ifſue 


not out to orher mens damimage, and diftruction. Jt is as fatcrolet 
poyſen come into our mouthes, as peſtilenr ſpeeches to goe our 


' rhence- forthar world worke on our iclues alone, Þut theſe will 
hurt our brethren with vs +  tnat would onely kill the bodie,and 


take DETY natural life : and theſe will endanger both body and 
foule, and depriuc ys of eternal life, 
Neitheris tan ealie matter to keepe them in, ynleſſe 2 continu» 


xl and {crious care be Dad thereof: There are no malefact-5rs more 


renny to break ouc of prilon, nor waters to flow out of ti tOUNLaINCs, 


-then lewd,or foolith, or frunles wagds are to proceed out of mens 
_ mouthes. How quickly ſhall the 'belt forgerthemiclues in their 
 ralke,ifth{y benotvery vigilznt,an d warte* How many vnfir, at 


leafs friuvolous,and idlc ſpeeches will ftedle away,and flippe trom 


their 


Fevie3c  PRoOvinzs. , 
their purpoſe and buſinefſe? The Prophet /ſarah was in goodear- 
neſt,and ſpake as hee found, and elt, when he ſaid; that hee was 
a man of polluted lips, and dwelt inthe middeſt of apeople of pollmted 1:3.6-5% 
lips, Saint /ames was well aduiſed,and knew wh: t he writ, and 
had the holy Ghoſt to warrant him, when hee calleth the ropeue, 
An vnruly ent, mote vatameable then the wild beatts, or any o- tam,z.5,7,3+ 
ther liuing creature: and ifit were not well looked too, Hell, the 
Deuill,thatheliiſh fend would tice it, andit would fer the whole 
courſe of nature on fire, 
And Dawid did not withoutcauie,or need, direct his petition t6 * -Y 
God, forhelps from hezuen, ſaying: Ser thou 'Lord awarch be- V'altate5s, 3 
fore my month, and beepe the doove of lpper- If it were amatter of 
no difficulty to goucrne the tongue, tus owne wit & reaſon would 
haue ſuihiced him for ir. If it were a matterofno perill, to glue ir 
head without gouernment,he would not haue asked ayd to keepe 
it: bur knowing it to bee impoſſible with his owne ſtrength to: 
rule it,and as dangerous to leaucir at liberty withoutreltraint, he 
craueth the afſiſtance of the ſpirit, for ſupply of his wants. | 
Terrour of them that turne their congues loofe,andyceld them 
. liberty to vtter whatlocuer they malice, or pride, or lult of their 
hearts, can ſuggeſt : yea, whatlocuer tne deuill ſhall pur into 
their minges and mouries, and prompt them withall, Their cate 
is thouſand times more curtedtihen that of the Serpents, whem 
Sithan ipake by; to begwle Exah: and faire worle ts it with 
em fortheir eucrlaſting fare, chen with che poſſeſſed man tor 1... - .,* Bl 
115 preſent condition, whome the deuill made to (icike himlelfe _ '" 38 
with ones; ang compelled ts tongue to cry out againſt Chrilt, 
which cameto d:liucr him, He was druen to rhis extremitie fo 
to doe, and fo to ipcal:c by compulſion , butthefe doe yoluntart- 
ly cft-rthe yſeofihcir lips to Sathan, and willingly apply them to 
ms {crmc2, aoanft God and their owne foules. Andtheretorethe 
wmilcry of char chltretied eaptiur, mooucd the Lord to commule> 
ration and mercic, andrhe {infuinciſe cfrhele blaſphemous wrer-. 
hes, prouokerth his wrathand vengeance,Such finfull perions yer 
may be ſaid co ke-pe their mouthes, rhongh not as our Text doth 
admonifh ys, by ſhutting them vp againſt all valawfull difcour'es: 
but as Musketours, hautng them alwayes charged, with ſome 
" | KNPICUS, 
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19 Z | PrnoynRes. Chap.13 


impious,falſe, and corrupt matter, and leuelling euery where a* 
ſuch as they minde toinfet or depraue by them, But it were ſa- 
fer for them to ſhoor with ruttiepieces,though peraduenture they 
might marre their: faces, then with yvenemous mouthes that will 
lyrely wound their foules. Their yirulgnt and wicked ſpecches 
will cuery one requoile yppon themſelues, and ftrike them co the 
heart,belides theit ſhame and miterie, that is like to forgoe their 
death and damnation, | | 

_ Conſolation to all thoſe that haue power ouer their rongues, 


_ andhaue learned to holdtheir peace whenit is time to bee filene; 


and to open their mouthes with wiſcdome, when iris meete ro 
ſpeake : rhe Lord hath ginen his word that their life ſhall be ſafe, 
and comfortable. They that blefſe when they are rebuked, they 
that pray when they are reuiled, they that refraine their lips from 
deceite and guile, Saint Perey aflureth, that they are heyres of 
bleſſing, that the eyes of the Lord are oucr them, that his cares are 


_opento their prayers, and what can then beamiſle with them? His 

__ beholdingis with pitty andcompatſion, his hearing hath alwayes 
 initareadinefſeof granting, and he cannotbut helpe, when hee. 

| ſeeth their miſery,and they fecke for ſuccour at his hand. Albeit 


therefore they ſceme to expoſe themiclues to perills, that will got 
requite wrongs with the edge of their tongues,yer they ward off 


_  tniuries, they hatethe Lord for their refu ge, Albcirtthey lſceme to 
_ _ runyponthe point of the ſword, that will ſpeake bouldly tor the 

___ cauleofGod and (crthemielues againſt the wicked wayes of the 
© world,yer they onely prouidefor their ſafetic,they are neuer difar- 

_ _ medoftheirbuckler. Faithfull and playne dealing doeth oft and 


comonly procure emll wil,and blame, & troubles, bur neuer bring 
any hurt: the greateſt moleſtarions for tructh and equitie arenot 


harmful : death irſcif in that caſe is defireable,and not dangerous, 


. The flurgard iuftet's , but hu ſoule hath nought: but the 


ſome of thx diizgent | b.2/l be mad: fat. 


He ſluggard laſteth) thatis, negligent and idle perſons haue 

' 4 firongatt«ions to riches & credit, andall things which are 
in requett and eſtimation,bue his ſo ule hath nought, they goe with- 
| | out 


Verſe.q- Provenes, 11 
out that which they long for,their wiſhes get no wealth, thy faile 
of their defires,through the want of conſtant indeauours to effect 
' them. But the ſoule of the aulligent ſhallbe made fat, that is the in- 
duftiious perſons themſclues which painfully labor in ſome honeſt 
vocation,ſhall all be competently prouided for,and many of them 
divers rimes,fhall attaine to plenty and aboundance. 
C Theſluggard luſteth,c5c,No men are mote couctous, then they Det. 
which are molt flothtull.- | | 
Wherethe hands & other patts of the bodie be negligent &re- 
miſle in working,the minde and thoughts of the hearte are wholy 
intent, andoccypied in wiſhing, The beſt Bee in the hive, is not 
more defirous of hony than the idle drone,nor the moſt laborious 
husband in a country more willing te be rich,tha the luskith Toy. - 
terers. The P rophet [ſarah reprehending the blonde watchmen,the 1, <6,19, 5, 
arumbe dogs that could wot barkelath,that they lie & ſleepe and ac- 
lg ht inſleeping. And theſe greedy dogs can nener haue enough. * 
Firft,this may appeare by the cauſes of it: for they want the me- | 
dicine of faithfull rraueil which ſeructh to reprefle lult,& abound Reaſons 
with pride and voluptuoulnefle which are wont to feede it. 
It is very ordinary and common,that flothfull perſons bee high 
minded and luxurious. And that teſtimony is gjucn of them by the 
Lord himſclfe,who narrowly looketh both into their hearts and 
waies;He telleth vs,that rhe /lug gard z5 weſer in bis owne concert then 9royis.16, 
[eucn men that can render areaſon. And likewiſe that theſleepic 
doggiſh ſhepheards,as they were inſatiable for their gaine,ſo were 
they ſenſuall tor their bellies, ſaying, Come, [ will bring wine, and wee 1(a.55,12, 
will fell our ſelues with ſtrong drinke &c, And Exechiel lynketh 
them all together as three lewd companions in the example of the - 
Sodomites, laying,T hs was the iniquity of thy Siſter Sodome.pride, Ezecti.16 49 þ 
Fulnes of bread, and aboundance of idleneſſe was in her, andinher : 
daughters. And though the ſcriptures ſhould bee filent herein, yer 
their own practiſe would publiſh the cruth ofthis point. Who ſeeth 
not apparantly, that they which do leaft good feruice to God or 
man,be molt vaine,gariſh,and luxurtous?doe nor they that minde 
to ſet vp the trade ot lazineſle,defne to creep into luch femiliesas 
wher they may fare wel,& 50 fine. & look bigiy,& do nothing, vn- 
iefſe it be play the rufhans,& commit wickednes; Now then wE 
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72. ____ Pnrovares, Chap,13, Tn 


be certaine,that they are proud and voluptuous , it will follows 
_ alſo thae chey muſt needs be greedy minded,and couctous to main 
— raine,it ic were poſſiDletheir credit and y»leaſures, This cauſe ari- 
ſeth fromciciroawn finfnll corruption, bur an other proceedeth 
"from Gods iuft m.\gementypon chem. [f they luſted, 8& obtained 
that which chey wiſhed for,it would be a pleaſure ro chem, though 
they wared that which they defired not, they would not greatlye 
feele it; but now that they are ſo hungry tor wealth, and yet kepr 
faſtinz from ic,wh-n they ſce others ſo ffored with plenty,this is a 
| Rroake of the Lords owne hand,asa puniſhment of their finne,and 
Re addicion to their miſery .Heereothe ſpeaketh in an other place, 
 Pro.xt.25 -29, ſaying, The deſire of the /lorh full [layerh him becauſehis hands refule 
C _ Faworke, He conrteth euermore greedvly but the 1ghteous gineth ©> 
- ſpareth nor. 
2 = S$zcondly,this is manifelt by the effect; of it:for who will vſe ſo 
many ſhifrs and deuilesrocome by goods as flothfull men yleto 
* doe: They will pawne and forfeit all theire credit ro get any mans 
- money by borrowing . They will aduenture all their (tate ro winne 
away mens money by gaming. And in that caſe they ſpare not any 
|, friendceyther kinſman or brother, either ſuch as fealt them, or 
__——_ . cometovyiſicthem,or bee inuiced by them, all is one, ſo that rhey 
may come by the coyngthey care not who they bee char looſe ir. 
They will hazard theirliges co wreft and extort away mens mo- 
—_____ _ nybyrobbery,and fiich away their.cactell by ſtealing: doth not 
_______ thisdeclareaviolentatteRion of having, when they (train them- 
_— __ fclues fofartoget lubltince. | 
| Confuration ofthem thar charge none but rich men with coue« 
_— ___ touſnes,asif it were impoſſivle for any to affect wealth, rthar can- 
= noreft<Q theirdefires to inioye ir. All ynthritry perſons ſhoulde 
= beacquiced of tharhn,& cuery one that is faithtull ig his calling & 
= proſperous in hisftate, ſhould be condemned thereof:if God wold 
——_ allowof their verdic.But he hath ner empannelled chem ypon the | 
_-unie,chey may iultly be challenged for partiality, and being par- 
ics, neither f52ake they according to law,nor yer haue any tuffici- 
-enteuidence for the facts: tor the Lord himſelfe reſtifieth thar ſuch 
as gerlirtle be defirous of much, and they that hauc nothing ,by 
__-___ their willes would have all, 
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Eonar ies 


Yerſe,5, Paroverss: 13 

Inſtruction, that we be not ſluggards inf{piritualthings, fatiſfy- 
ing our ſejues with wiſhing for grace &ſaluation, without further 
labour and trauaile for them,Srriwe ſaith Chrilt, to exter 121 at rhe 
ftratte gate: for manie [ſay vat oyou will ſeeke to enter ing and (ball 
nor be able.]F all ſhould be faucd that are not willingto be damned, 
we ſhould haue ſwarmes of reprobates in heauen.T he fooliſh Vir- 
gins wouldgladly have gonne in with the Bridegroome, bur they 


choughtir too much paynes and charges to proude themiclues of Mar.:g. 


oylia due time,And che rich manhad good liking of cternal life, 
butno wilto part with his welth for it. Andſoare there mnumera- 
ble with vs;now,like as there hauc beene all moſt in all ages, thar 
woulde neuer fall into deftruction,if words and deſires, without 
Chriſtian behauiour and moitification, would preſerue them from 
It. | 
Forthe other part of the verſe,concerning the plenty, which they 
thac bediligent are (tored with ,ſee Chap, 10,44inthe lecond doc 
rine. | | | | 
Verſe 5. Arighreormanhateth afalſe matter; but it cauſeth 
the wicked to /linke,and be aſhamed, 


»He meaning is,that all that are truelie iuſtand godly, will 


_ decline from bad cauſes, words and deedes, with hatred there- 


of, lo far as they appear yarothem to be vnlawtull. Ar leaſt it isthe 
duty of all good men lo to do, though ſometimes peradueniture 
they faile in practiſe, But contrariwife-the wicked do notſo, bur 
take pleaſure in fintulnes,& thereby are brought to diſgrace, and 
reproache,cipecially in the fight of God 2nd good men, and ofc 
alfo ordinary mengſuch as are mcerly ciuill, yea vngodly men and 
finners do loath them,and ipeake euill of chemfor their lewdenes. 
Thus {tandeth the oppoſition. TheTighteous haterha falle matcer 
and therefore gaineth reverence and honour: but the wicked loueth 
a falſe matter and therefore ismade odious and thametull, 


C True righteouines confiſtetiznot onely in forbearing that which DoZt- 


is euill, bur in hating of ir. | | 

The attectionsare of as great torce inthe ſeruicesof God, as 
the words and actions,and the heart hath no lefle place then the 
members ofthe bodic.It mult be one andthe principall agent in 
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3-5  PrRovEnns, | Chap,t3 
l-ne, where they haue caling to deal;8 it nviſt deal alone with de. 
| reſtart6 of thoſe abhominatios wich they are diſcharged to inter. 
AP i . meddle with. To this purpoſe it is that Amos laith, Secke good and 
** 2 * wor emllthat ve may line:and the Lord God of Loſts (hal be with You, 
_ as you hane ſpoken. B ut hate theeuill, and loue the go0a,and eftabiiſh 
_ madormentm the ggge,&c,Andiohe fame purpole tendethithe de- 
{cripron which faiah maketh of a righrcous man that liueth in 
tafery, when orhers are in perill:8& retavneth his boldnes when 0. 
thers live in fear, He that walketh im inſtice,and ſpeaketh righteous 
things, deſpiſing game of oppreſſion ſhaking bis hands from taking of 
gifts, ſtopping b1s eares from hearing of bloud, and ſhutting his eres 


o 


: from ſeemg of ouill.. 
" Reaſonr.t, Firlt, itis the efteR of ſound piery,& the work ofa hart truly re- 
"RY ligious,as it is faide, The feare of the Lorde « tobate *en1ll- Prouer, 
$8.12» ; | 
Sandy maketh men carefull and conſtant in ſhunning that 
2 which is ynuuſt and finfull:as Daxid faith, I hare the worke of them 
_ _ that fall away,it hall not cleane vntogue. No man taketh deliohr 
to conuerſe with his enemie,orto put his handto that which his 
hart riſeth againſt. VVhy doc men and weomen vſeto plaic with 
 Adders and Snakes,and ſerpents,aſwel as with whelpes,& birds, 
and ſuch ike creatures?becauſe they hate them. V Vhy wil they pur 
_ ſweet flowers and choſe things that are odoriferous to their noſes, 
' and op their noles ar vnſauory {melles?becauſe their nature js de= 
lighted with the one fort; and abhorreth che other, Though ſome= 
_ times men make ſhewe of reformation of things thar are amiſſe, 
yet if irariſe not from an internall enimity againſt them,they are 
very like to fall back again ynto them-2s Saw/ returned to liſten to 
witchery,notwithſtanding his former ſharpe proceeding againl(t 
witches. | 
3 ___ Thirdlychoughgodly men are ſometimes ſurprized by finne, 
_ being eyther deceiued by the ſubcily therof,are ouerborn with the 
| 1 violence of it, yer if it be bitter ynro their ſoules, & their harts haue 
_—____ a quarrell againſt ic,the Lord will neuer impute it to them. Heereof 
Rom.7:15.15.the Apoſtle ſpeaketh tothe Romanes:T allow not that which 1 doe: 
{1 ” * ___ forwhar [ would, that doe Inot:but what [hate,that dee [If 1 4o 
then that which [would not, I conſent to the lawe that it i5 good, N, rs 
: | ethers 


_————=— 


ir 


Ferſe,5. Provenss By 
thenit ts no more 1 that do ut, but the ſme that dwelleth in me. 
laſftruction,to informe ourharrs againſt all manner of wicked- 
nes,that they may be the more incenſed againſt it, The worſe wee Fe, t. 
like of fin,the more righteous we are.and the better the Lord will + 
loue vs. And the more agreement there is betweene finne 8& our 
ſoules,the lefſe peace there is berweene our ſoules and God. Al the 
hurts avd miſerics that cuer haue become vponvs,oron Chriſt for 
our ſakes,do giue vs iuft occaſis to fal out with fintulnes, that hath 
bin the cauſe therof, The loue that we beare to God who hath in 
diſhonored by our finfull life, ſhould induce vs to abhor al yvngod- 
lines. The danger of perfiſting impenitent ,and the hope of pardon 
and happinefle, when we caſt off our iniquities,are 1uſt motiues to 
make vs take vp weapons againſt them, by indging our \clues for 
chat which is paſt,and refiſting (trongly all the aflaults of the ſame 
hereafter. | 
Conuiction of many to beynrighteous men, by colitenancing tho{e 
foule faults inothers, which they are aſhamed{for the groines of 
them)ro practiſe themſelues. Though they dare not lie impudetly, 
and periure, leaft the truth ſhould cometo light, yer they deſire 
thas ſome other would do it for them:though they will notyiolate 
the Sabbaoth, by open breache of it in their owne perſons, yerthey 
giue liberty to their ſonnes and ſeruanrs,and all their people,to doe 
- what they liſt on the Lords day :though they breake nor ont into 
oathes,or drunkennefle ,or wanton behauiour ,vet they will be io-- 
ciable with blaiphemers,and daunkers,and filthie perions, & wil- 
lingly heere and ſee them exerciſing ſuch abominations, and 3l- 
low them to defile their houſes therewith, yea,and permit rheir 
ownechuldren and people to be cheefe deers in it. Where 1s 
r10hceonſueſſe? where is the hatred of an cuill matter? How vnlike 
are they to 1ſt Lot,vho was daily vexed with the vncleanty conver 31" tb7s 
ſation of the wicked? It is enident, that whatſocuerthe heart ha- 
teth,the cies will aþhorre, and our fences will loath euety tips 
that is offenfiueto vs; Who without necefſicy would tand by & be- 
hold him,that were plucking off the skinne of an vnlayory cation? | 
= Would not eucry man in juch a caſe [top his nole, and turne away 
| hs face,& make haſte to be gone7The compariſon is homely .bur | 
that which is compared is incomparably more homely,and there- 
Ss. - hore | 
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16 __- Pnovrres. Chap.13. 


; Re 6s z 
Ps. 37 which will furelyrake | holdot them,and not faile. The Lord, faith 


fore we take leane to deſcribe ſuch filthy behawiour bythar which 
corh moſt ncerely reſemble irrhough i it be norfoule inough to ex- 
prefle the loathſomnes of it, 

© But itcauſeth the wicked to ftinke,cc,The loue of fin b vingork 


lofſe of credir andeſtimacion. 


He that nowiſheth roten affeHions in his heart,and expreſſeth 
the ſame by vnho'y & corruptconuerſation,is far from having re- 
yerence and truce honour. As grace, like ſpikenard, orother redo- 
len: oynrments, doth make the codly to be amiable, and much ſer 


: by;lo :oule fins like filthy cats crit ſauours docauſe the wic- 


edto be vile & lothſome:- And fois the mcanine of the Holy ghoſt 
inthe trench Chaprer, as wee haue there ſhewed, that there names 
thall be turned into infamy,as dead corples are into putrifaction; 
Godand wiſe men,will take as little delight inchem,as people vſe 
ro doc n ſentsrhat be noyſome+ 

Firſt,che threatning and curſe of God is direRed agiinſt ſuch, 


thelaw,ſhal ſend vpon thee curſi "0.tronble, Gibame,inall tha which 
rhos [etteſt thme hand to doe,untillthon be deſtroyed. And thou ſhalt 
be awonder a Prouerbe, a common talke among all people.Yea this 
was denounced againſt, and executed vnto the very Priefts them- 
ſelues that were impious and fiofull , notwithſtanding their 
place and function was ſo venerable. Behold, ſaith he, [witlcaft ang 
pan yaur faces. And I hane made you tobe deſpiſed vile before all 
the people, becauſe ye keep not my wares but lift vp your faces ag aſt 
the lawe. 
Second!y,it is a iudgement that carrieth waighr with ir, and 
lieth heavy on the thacare vnderit, Mans nature abhorreth ſhame, 

_ and dcfneth to be well thought of:and fpecially ro proud men,oof 
which fort are all,orthe greareſt number of finfull men,contempe 
15 as bizter as death, And therfore, at the laft day, the principall re. 

ward of the godly ſhall be Honor andglorie,with enerlaſtng life; % 


_oneofthe orceuouſeſt puniſhments ot : che wicked, that they ſhall 
ariſe to ſhame oF perpetuall contempt- 


 Thirdiy,it aniwereth pro port,onablyto their behaviour, and] Þ 
heir wagesis os pom ro their worke. They deſpiſe God by 
their iniquity,and! ic will make them to be deſpiſedby his iuflice: 
| they 


It 


R Is bieeuſneſſe cc.) that is,Gods fauour,grace and ooodnefſe 


Verſ 67+ Provinss, _ 7 


they ſought his diſhonour by doing contrary to his commande» 
ment,and he will bring them to diſhonour by doing according to 
his threarning. And fois that daily verified, which he once ſpake pf 
by Samuel: T hem that honour me, 1 willhonowr, ana hey that deſpiſe *:Samz.3 0. Þ 
we, (bal be deſpiſed, : ROE "0 
Confutarion of them chat perfume all their words and wotkes Fſet. 

with prophanenefle,to be the better likedin ail companies, and _ 

y'c finne asa preſervation again{t ihameand reproach, Pride isa 

chaine vntothem, and cruelty coucreth them as a garment: and 

notorious impiety & licentiouines are their principail ornaments, 

and holy dayes artice, wherewith they accke themiclues for grea- 

tclt drauery, Suchis the corruption of our times, that it iSefteemed 

tac beſt way for men to grace themſelues in the world, by profeſ- 

ing themiclues gracelefle and voidof all godlinefle. But either Sa- 

/omons atfirmation is falſe (which were impious to imagine) when Prou,14,34, 
he ſaith, that ſine zs 4 ſbame to a people, or elſe their expectation is 
foolifh ( which wall ſurely ſo appeare) when they thinke to gaine 
olory by that whereby ſo many others are made* contemptible, 
Vaine, needs muſt the hope be, of wathing faire in a foule puddle: 
or of making ones ſelt fivet by wailowing in a {ink,or filthy priuy, 
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Verſe 6 Righteonſnes preſernetb him that us vprig ht im 11s way : 
but wickedneſſe onerthroweth t he /inner. | 


tcrrighteoulnes, & by it, doeth protect both the bodyes and 
foules of tuch as ace of a {incere hearr,& holy behautour. And wc. 
hednes owerthroweth the /mner or man of Sn, asit is inthe originall 
teX:yicis alwayes a cauſe by deſert, 8& many times a means by occa- 
{:0n,ro draw downe mile ry and delituction ypon him. The lence 
doth little differ trem the third, fitt, and {xt verics of the 11,Chap, 


Verſe 7, There #© that maketh himſelfe rich, ana hath nothmg: 
and that makerh himſelfe pore bammg great riches, : 

Herez,ec) that is to ſay, diuers men rake diuversvnlawtull 

courſes concerning theirettare.. Some boaſt themſelnes robe 


rich when they hawe nothing : being poore and in debr, they _ 
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3 PrxovaRss. Chap.1} 
| ſhew of great wealth, by keeping a great port. Others, fare rbems 
ſelues poore, when they hane great ſubſtance, they complaine of 
- want, and goc barely,and tare hard, and would make the worlde 
belecuethat they are nothing worth at all, 
© l[tisalin formen to difſemble theireftate,by making iteyther 
better or worſe then chey know it to be. 
- The Lord isnot pleaſed with ſuch as faine proſperitic that hee 
__ gauethem not; nor with thoſe that counterteit crofſes which he 
 inflicteth not ypon them, [tis not ſafe for any man toarrogate to 
himſelfthat which he hath not,nor to denic that nortion which he 
hath, leaſt need & penuric make the fal[hood of his bragging ma- 
nifeft,and the curſe of God cauſe his murmuring to prooue true, 
Firſt, the oue ſhewerh his pride, and lifteth yp himſelte, when 


_ God would kauehimto be calt downe & humbled, and theother - 


his diſcontenmenc, when be ought to acknowledge the liberall 
hand of God towards him, The tormer deale like rhoſe creatures 
char raiſe yp their backs,and briſtles, and fearhers,and ſeeme robe 
doubleas great as they are in deed : andthe latter like thoſe that 
wrap vp their bodyes,and ſuffer ſcarce the one balfe of themſclues 
to be leene, | | ns | 
Secondly,the one engangereth his brethren by his faire ſhow, 
imboldening them both co lend ro him, and promiſe for him, and 
traffick with him to their great hurt and dammage: and the other 
_ defrauderhhis brethren, by cafting his burden for publike expen«= 
__ ces yppon them, and robberh both Prince and countrey of choc 
dues which in right he oweth ynto them, | 
Thirdly,the one ftayeth the other mens hearts and hands from 
ſhewing them mercy for relief of his neceſſity :and the other dea-« 
leth cruelly with himielfby refuſing the ncedful yſe of thoſe things 
which he holdeth in his owne hands, - 
Reproote of them that are aſhamed of their pouertie, but farre 
from decing humbled by ic. They count ir a baſe thing to bee in 
nced, and yetthemliclues to be no baſe perſons though they bee 
molt ncedy. It chey tudge nor their ftace contemptible , why doc 
they cloake it? it they acknowledge it to be meane and vile, why 
doe they take fo much ypon themiThey complaint ofthe Prophet 


againſt [icae! may uſtly be charged vpon chis kind of people: heir © 


| price 


; 


Verſ.7. | Provenss. I9 


their God,nor ſeeks him for allthis. For \tis a contempr of corre- 
ctions, when they fFriue againſt his ſtrokes, and ſtubbornly refift 
his hand that {miteth them, The particular maner we haue briefly 
ſpoken of in the ninth verſe of the former chaprer, Onely one ſort 
of men we may not paſſe by in filence,but ſomewhat mult be {po- 
ken of them, and thatis, ſuch as being acquainted fully with the 
inſuficiencie of their owne Rate, are yer molt greedy of getting 


all bargaines into their handes, to the defrauding of all thoic that 
haue any dealing with them. They are like to quagmires ouer- : 


growne with greene grafſe, wherein is no appearance of peril,be= 
fore a man be plunged i in them. Theſe ealily fall ro both the extre» 
mites here ſpecified. So long astheyare borrowing though they 
haue nothing, yerthey will make themſclues yerytich, that they 
may be xruſted:but when they ſhould make payment, though they 
haue wherewith todiſcharge many of their debtes, yet then no». 
thing is to be foundto fauſfie any man, In the nexc place it ſerueth 
to reprenend thoſe nigeardly perſons, which ſwimming in plemtie 
and great abundance,do yet almoſt Rarue with penury and want : 
God offcreth them meanes and opportunitie of doing, and inioy- 
ing good, that like lowing fountaines they might ſend foorth 
Freames ynto others, and be] largely refreſhed with comforts the-. 
ſclues,and they become bottomleſſe gulfes,& whirle-poles, which 
draw away, and [wallow vp all from others, and yet themlclucs 


naue vieof nothing, 
JnſtruKion, char wee deale plainly concerning the Rate of our 


ſoules, and neither grow conceited of more goodnes then is in vs, 


norexcenuate thoſe viſtes which the Lord hath beſtowed ypon Vs, 
It was too great 2 bragoe of the Laedrciansto ſay that they were 


rich, and mereaſed: w1th goods, and had needof nothmg, when they Fong $17. 


were wretched, and milcrable,and poore, and blind, and naked: 
andit proceeded from too great a diſcouragement in the godly 


p? ide doth reſtifie 9 their face, and they dee not returne to the Lord Holca. 7.10. 


Eunuches, to ſay that they were dry trees, when God hath giuen ſay 56.3 - 


them rhe fruitful jappe of grace. 
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oo PrOvenss,  Chap.rz 


Verſe 8. The riches of a man are the ranſome of hu life; butthe 
poore heareth not the rebuke, 


He meaning of theſe words ſeemeth to bee, that howſocuer 
there is in divers reipects, very good vic of wealth and riches, 
yer many times they bring dangers to the owners thereof, whoare 
driven to depart with them tor the preſeruation of their |iucs, Aud 
'though pouertie be not withour ſundry inconueniences, yet poore 
men are more tree from the contentions of enuious perſons then 
thoſc of higher place ang degree, Notwithſtanding, it commeth 
_ notto paſſe alwayes, neceſlartly, that cuery rich man is brought 
anto ſuch troubles, nor that cuery poore man eſcapeth from all 
rebukes and moleſtations, but he ſpeakerth of that which oft be- 
falleth the one, and le|domethe other, eſpecially in regard of his 
eſtate. | 
EC Life is more precious then wealth and riches- | 
Euery godly man,cuery prudent man,cuery naturall man, that 
is not{tripr of all humanitie, and the yery nature of a man, will be 
at charges to redeeme his lite with his goods, That which our $a- 
utour ſpeakes concerning feod, and apparrell; the moſt needfuil 
outward things, is conſequently truein all other things being leſſe 
neceflaric. 7s not the life moreworth then mea: ? and the body then 
rayment? Anditis aſcribed tothe Lords mercy, that Lore and his 
daughters were deliuered from the difttuttion of Sedome; though, 
as it appeareth by due couſcquence,all his goods did periſh, obs 
caule doth allomake it manifeſt, whoſe life the Lord ſodeatly ten» 
dered, when he gue Satan liberty to ſpoile him of al his ſubitance. 
Firſt, all manner of goods and poſleffions are for the ſeruice of 
life; either to be forthe neceſſary vie,and reliefe thereof, or asor- 
naments and delights ynto it,ro make ittie more comfortable, 
___ Secondly.,the truition of riches dep:ndc<ertÞ> ypon lite, 8 whereas 
life may well be without opulency, and wealth ; when any man 
dyeth his eftace yamiſheth, his1ight inallcartily chings ccaſcth, 
and his ſubſtance and livings are traniferred tonew owners, 
Thicdly, Gods ittice in putting a difference between him that 
' ſealerh a mans goods, and of him that raketh away a mans lite, 
| doth 
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doeth cuidently ſhewzthar life is more excellent than wealth, The 
one isinioyned by the Law to make reftitution with doublere- 
compence, and ſometimes with threefold, and ſomertines with 
fourefold, or tobe made a bondinan: but the other is adiudoed 
to die, tor ſhedding of blood, vnleſle it were done at VNAWAres, 
and altogether againſt his will, 

Reproofe of "them, hat either by immoderate labour and twra- /[e.1, v 
1aile,or bytarking and caring: or by denying to themſelues com- 
erent apparel, wholeſome tood, andneedfull phyſck,doe weate 
out themſclues, and cuttheir liues the ſhorter, thatrhey may mul- 
tiply their riches; and make their liuings the larger, And this is 
yet 2 greater fault, that many preferre "their earthly 0 J00ds before 
an heauenly lite; and relinquiſh che one, and thats tor cuter, ro:ob= 
raine the other, though but for a ſhort ſeaſon, Bur of all, and all, 
thoſe curſed homicides are to bee condemned, which in deſperate 
manner lay yioienthandsvpon themiclues, when riches will not 
come to them - or ſtay with them according to theirfull content - 
ment,Jftheycannor increaſc their ſubltance;1 ;they wiltully increaſe 
their owne forrow:it God take away any part of their wealth,they 
throw away their life after it, and rezecting both the continuance 
aftais temporall life,and the hope of that which is euerlattine:do 
purpoſely caſt their ſoulesinto heil, and make themlelues milera- 
ble forcuermore, a 

Conlolation to Gods people, that haue aſſurance ofthe erernall 
mh come, which incomparably ſurmounteth nor onely golde, 
luer,pearles,precious ones. & all other treaſures;bur alſo his Nas 
turall lite; the preſeruation wherof were not ouer bought, though 
we ſhould giue as much as cuer Salomo» had, forthe ſame. 
© Bat the pore, >e, Asthe (tate of rich men is more fenced then Not, 
poormes,fo1s the itare of poore m6, lefſe impugned then rich mas. 

The one jortare like totall trees and well rooted, but tubject 
to wind and weather, on the top of the hill: and the ctherlike ro | 
low ſhrubs with little rootes, but {heltered from all ftrong blattes” a 

in the boitome, If {ſaacks heard and locks had beene fewer,the Cen-2<.14, 5 Þ 
hiiftims would haue ſaffered himto dwell in more peace and 2 
quictnefſe by thein, If Jacob had gained no more in Labans ere | 
uice, than he brought thither with him when he came tiutt, Zavan 
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and his ſons would haue continued as mild towards him : as they 
| ſhewed rhemlelucsat his firſt comming. | 
| Reaſove,t Fult, God his prouident hand cork fo diſpoſe of tne matter.thar 
| they which are moſt ynarmed ſhall ve leaſt fſaulted; and where 
EE: help is wantinggthere ordinarily violence ſhall ncr be offered, 
en Secondly, there is no fit ſubiect tor enuy to worke yppon; tor 
- that alwayes pickerh aquatreil at proſperitie, and tho'e things 
=. whichcarryathewofexccllencie. 
G3: Thiedly, there is no prey or boorie to be gotten by contending 
___ withthem. Fowlers vie nortto beftow ther trauell andtime in 
__ catching of little wrens, but of ſuch Fowles as either will be meac 
__ forthe tables,or bring money to their purſes, Itis to be obſerued, 
' that when /#aah was lacked by che Babylomians, the poore of the 
land, were moſt ſpared from the captantie, Andamong vs, who 
may tratell ſo ſately by the way, and fing lo merily in the fight of 
the theete, as they that are knowne to have little money intheir 
— purie>? Who may live more lecurely at home, without feare of 
robbers by day or night, tha they that haue neither plate,nor coine 
in their chefts, nor any good (tuffe in their houſes? And who are 
' freed ſo much from moleſtations and ſuites of law, as theythar 
are neither able to pay the fees of the court, nor to anſwere the 
— __  chargesoftheplainriffe? : 
ET lnftruction, to hel peour ſelues to contentment, though our con- 


dition be inferior to ſundry others, by beholding the dilcommodi- 

ties of higher places, and the immunities of aur owne, Many caſt 

_ their eyes on other mens plentie, and their owne ſcarcity, but ne- 

uer looke to their owne peace, andothermens troubles, to their 
_o'wne fafetie and other mens hazards :tothe boldnes which they 
might i0toyif they would imbrace the opportunirie:and the dread 

that ial:eth 00 others by diuers occations, The yery vnreaſonable 

_ creatures would wilingiy be exempted from heavy burdens, but 

_  foohfh men would haue loadlaydeyyon them(eines, though they 
_—_ bealtogether vnable to beare it, Wherefore it is a pointof wile- 
__ dom torChriftians,chat have bur little ro recount with them{elucs 
___ that God ſecthche imalneſle of the:r fieng:h ro manage great 
matters, andto beare great troubles: and therefore is indulgent 

to tem to chuſe an catier (tate for them, | 


Verſe 
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Verſe 9,T he light of the righteous ſhall reioyce : but the candle 
of the wicked ſhalbe put out. 
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He light of the righteoms) that is, the good cftate and profpe « 
ritie of godly mengrerorcerh, is table andincreafing : as it is 
ſaid ofthe ſunne trom whence the {imilitnde is taken :rthathere» 
toyeth ths a mightie man.torunne his courſe. Andlikewiſe here is 
toy aſcribed co itin reſpect of tac effeR, for that ut maketh righte- 
ous men not without due cauſe to be joyfull, Tut rhe candle of rhe 
wicked; their wealth,credu,dignities, and pleaſures, or whattocucr 
flethiy men haue in admiration,or delight 10; are but like ro a can» 
dle light in compariſon of Sunue.thine, and all bee pur out: 
cuen ſucdainly be taken from themgor by degrees, in continuance 
ot tire confume away, and yatiſh ro nothing. The appen.ion 
{tandeth 1nthis manner - . The light of the righteous indurerh for 
euer, and cherefore is full of ioy ; but the candle of the wicked will 
{oone be put out, and therefore is full of forrow- : 
= : 
& Onely good men inioy a comfortable eſtate. Docr, 
kc is alwayes day with them, though they indure ſtormes and. 
foule weather nowe and then for a ſeaſon : and fnfull perſons 
crauell all in the nighr, without any moone-ſhine, or Rarre-light: 
their guiance, and comfort, and ſafety. confilt altogether in their i If 
lanthorne and candle. This is the meaning of the Prophet, when __* 8 
he ſpeaketh to the Church: Behold,darkenefſe ſhall conerthe earth, \asoz, 
and groſſe darkneſſe the people : bur the Lora (ball ariſe upon thee,and th 
2u glory ſralbe ſcene 1pon thee, 2 | | 
Firft, the ioy and g/adnefſe of Gods people.is in the affurance Re5/+2, 1, 
of Gods fauour and loue,which is cefttficd by theſe externall bleſs 
ings. It is nottihe tulnefſe of their barnes, nor the oreatneile of 
their reuenues, nor the largenefſe of their Rockes, northe fairenes 
| of rheirhoufes, nor the plentic of their plate and Jewels thar 
| bring viacinetle to their hearts, bur the omaificence and bountic 
ol ihe Lord, who in this manner exprefleth hits £oodnefle towards 
| tem, Hr lohtfaith Tob ſhmned on my head and 11s promaencew-s tgh, x, >... 
i on my tabernacle. Now yngodly men conmaryto this, reſt ſatisfied ____» 
inthe deftce of theſe carthly tiiings, and louke no further, thenro © 
| D3 the =. 
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”_ PROVERBS. Chay.13. 
the corruprib] etreaſurcsofgold and filucr.and fuch like comme- 
dities- Of this nature is char confuſed good, which many fo car- 
| neſkly wiſh forin the fourth Pialine: -20d in ſuch things,1s the hope 
ofail wicked wordlinogs repolcd. 

- Secondly, the to af all good men, both within, % withe 
out, tor grace and glory is growne to ve better: nener ccalingro 


5 7  acrvaſe, yntillit come ro tulncfle, and neuerto decay afterit (hall 
——— betiill: and the vngodly arc fading away as faft, and haften ro- 


_ wards thcirdeftruction with increcble ſv ifeneffe, never faying 


__ nilltheyfoll into rune; andneuertobe reparcd after chey are rut- 


nared,, Androthis purpoſe itis ſaid inthe fourch chaprer of this 
* booke: The way of the rrghte 08 meth as the lieht, that ſhmeth 
more ard more wnto the pertett day. Theway »f the wicked, is as the 
darkneſſe © they know not where they ſhall fall, 

Conſolation tor godly and reli-vious perſons whom no man 
can bereaue oftheur þ Teffed eftate. The Sunne of ri johreoulncTe 2- 
riſcth yntorhem, and fhineta perpetually within their hortzon, 
though the windes of malice and temptation blowe vpneuerſo 
many 7 cloudes of feares and troubles againſt chem, Gods chaihi(c- 
ments for their humiliation and triall; owe owne forrowe for their 

- fnnes and offences , and cheir aduerfaries violence for theironer- 
_ throw and ruine, oil never take away theircomfort and glo» 
ric fromthem, Thefogey miftes of tribulations and atflictions 
doe freme diners times toouerthrow them wholly : and yet faith 
"the Propher,inthe name of the Church; 7 bough | fall { ſhallriſe+ 
when | ſhal fir m darkreithe Lori hal be 4 light vnto me. The hides 
ous blacke cloudes ot dilgrace and contempt,of faunders andin- 
iurious accuſations do chieiren ro coucr them for euermore, and 
yet luith Dama, Commut thy way 210 the Lord, ana Dee ball brine 
foarth thy righreouſneſje,as the lryht and thy OR as the noone 
day. to that whnles there is. eh to fend he pe to his people 
from ncauenz orto call them to glory in neuen : they are not des 
ftiruce of happines. | 
Reproote and errour of the vngodly, who by louing a fintull 
:” dark behauiour, do chuſe to themiclues a miſcrable darkecHate, 
"Por My chat wall De the ctuldrea of darknefle by finne andrebel- 


— - Os hal abiiec the vlacknet fe of darkncile, Wigir | thang andcon= 


futon 
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Verſe.10. PxOVERS 25 


fulion, Though the Lord cauſe the ſun in che firmament, iharvifi- 
ble planer to ri{e ypon the wicked aſwel as the godly, rominitter 
warmth ae ioghel their bodies for the pretent, yet he will with- 
hold the thine of his fauour fromyelding toy and glory rotheire 
{oules for cuer Bur in the meane time; lay they who is brighteſt? 
who isncheti?2 whois greate(tzSee whether there be more of them 
that giue themſcluesroreligion,in eminent places and honour,or 
ofthe tat take their liberty according tothe courte of the world. 
vt. True itis indeed, that molt commonly worlalings goe betore 
Chittians,in earthly; pretermen £5; :rhough Nor alwaics;tor by gods 
mercy many cood men attaine allo torirchesand <1pnities. But 
know tat your cate is lamentable, when you haue. nothing rclie to 
comtort your hearts with but this,that you are wealthy and migh- 
:y, What maketh your fmal candle ſcem ro giue you to great light? 
Beauls you haue bin alwates ihurvp ina darke priſon? and were 
acuer acquainted with the bright beams of Gods gracious preiece, 
Bur what ſhall become of you when your candle {thali bee waſted? 


when your light ſhall be exunguthedpwhen your profperity ſhal 


perifh?It 1s cerraine thar all carnall cxcellency will come to an 
znd,cither Being blowne our by violence, or worne out bytime. 
Remember that Taman had,as it were.a linke caried before him, 
and yer ut was put. out ſodnigel y,luuffe and ail ac one Blatt, and hee , 
lettin hefliſþ darknesof ſhame and miſery». The King of Babel in 
vreatnes was like to Lneefergthe brighteſt morning ita ,and yct 
tell trom the heauen of Its magmticence,and loft all 143 gloryeina 
'MOMent, 


Verſe 10,7 7 hrongh mee: e pride bib man make -Ontent :0HS: out 
with the well aani ea 75 wiſedome : 


MQ.V ze vy pridecoyc)that is, wherefocuer [irife groweth, there 
O:; pride, it leatt W.onec of the Parties Commencing: it not on 
both ices. Sometimes un {itrreth vp men, andimboidneth them 
co after wrongs-ſometimes umbuttereth men; and maketh them 


wayward againſt the right: {ometimes it cauſerh the one to bee. 


carcietle of 7 aiing according toequiye, 2nd ine other to be im- 


Patient of bearing any inunes, Yet nar: wichitanditg ifs bs | 
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27 PrxOvaERBS, _ Chap.1} 
demneth notall kinde of contending, but the frowardnes ofthe 
faulty perſ2ns in it, Itis lawtul co giue a rebuke & correis,ifitbe 
done vpon food grounds, with an yprighthart,and in due manner, 
though it be the ocation of ſome iarre or debate: and he only is ro 
'be blamed, which receiueth not the admonition, And foro ſtand 
in the cauſe ot God is commendable(forthe Prophet reprooueth 
them that cortex nor ſor the rrueth ) andthey are to bee charged 
with the finne of contention ,which oppoſe themlictues againſt 

- good caules,Neither are ſuch here to be taxed as detenduueir fate, 

_ or bythe helpe of the magiſtrate & lawes, againſt thoie which goe 
about ro defraude or defamexhem. Neither yet are they'to be re- 
prooucd by this, that follow ſuites againite malcfaRtors co bring 
them to iuſt punithiment,P rouided alwaies, that in thele caſes the 

_ cauſe be waighty,cheir proceedings equall ,and their arts free fr 
_ all maliceand reuenge ,But wth the well aiutſed is wiſedowe, they 
which haue diſcretion and iudgement in themſecſues, or bee wil- 
ling to hearkep ro aduile & counſel of others, will beware of ynne- 
ceffary controuerhies. The oppoſition is this:Onely by pride & fol- 
ly doth men make contentions:but with the well aduiſcd is Wilce 
dome and humility to follow peace. | 

& So far as any mar 1s contentious he is proud. 

Humility s cuer ioyned with louezand both of them with mild- 
nes and patience,and al of them are enemics to bitternes & debarc, 
- No man was more ready to paſſe by wrongs & iniuries done vnto 
_ Num.1z,3, himthen Zoſegand chat was becaule AZofes exceeded all the men 
LD of his time in humility & mecknes, And Telus Chrilt was the moſt 
pacientandpeaceable of any that euer was inthe worlde: hecautc 
neuer any was {o humvle and lowly as he , And this very reaſon a- 
mos diuers others,is brought in the rwelfth chapter of Saint 17a- 
thewto proue it: He hall not /trine nor ce, neither ſhyull any man 
beare his voice mthe ſtreets, And comrarywiſe it hath appeared in 
all ages,that where pride is deepeſt, there patience is ſhalloweſt: 
nd tacy thatouerl»w ith the one,are yoide and empty of the 
otner:And therefore the wiſe man oppoſcth them together as con- 
fraries, laying,theparier mm ſprir is better 1he theproud m ſpirit, And 
OE 11 44971er place: He rhat is of a proud heart /tirreth vp ſtrife, And 
_ Prou.28 x5, This will appeare tac better it we obſerue the ptiacipall branches 
ds eo 0. winch 


LEE 


Perle. PrOVrRES, #22 


which the 9enemous ſappe of pride breakerhout into. . 

The fiilt is ſelt-liktnp:a ligh cftimationof their own worthines 
and ciefert, which they take for a great indignity,not to be aſmuch 
reſpec of others "Andchis maketh then ſo an;ry & fierce, and 
Be ag21nft thoſe which crofle them in ther commodities 
or 2 0t Gatible 'oyecld oall their defires.. 

[he ſeconce 1s emulation: whereby they enuiouſly repine & quar, 
rel at thoſe gifts & good things which they behold in others, who 
themſeluesarc nie match. or atleaſt to furmount andouer- 
patle therein, 

The third isconrempt and difdaine:when they conceiue a baſe 
opinion of their brethren, as of ynworthy and vile perſons: & feare 


not ro load them with deſpite and contumelies, Or to neglcet all - 


manner of duty towardsthem. 
The fomthis ambition: when they ftriu «tor victory. & propoſe 


:0 themlclues praiſe,or ſecke like Lamechto be teared tor theyre Gene4423, 


Vſe-t.. 


force and boylterouſnes, 

Reproofc of them that being moſt vnquiet and troubleſome, 
do caſt ail the blame vpon them thar bear all the burden. None 
bark ſo much with their tongnes,as they that bute moſt with there 
teeth; none calumniate {0 "much with lips of falſhood, as they 
that ſmite with the fiſts of iniquiry:che wrong dooers arc the grea- 
tel {| fault-ftinder<:& they thar are injuriouſly oppreſſed, are Emaar. 
'y allo malictoutly depraucd. How many exciaim of eunll nerghbors 
that they canot hue peaccably amongtt th6:& wil not look to the 
Pride of their owne harts, which breedeth the contentions? \Where- 
loctier rhey dwell,they are daſhed with wanes of {trite and diflenn- 
on,and then they accuſe the times & places,& people , when they 

theme! ues excite the tempeſt, and cary in tacur by lone: the blatts 
that raiſe the billows, 

Contutation ofrhem that FI OG to be yroude, but ſuch 


a5 are pompous.& that none can haue greate Harrs, that be norclad 
with gorgeous apparrell They that are to exerciſe thein mimſtery 
among the vulgor and poorer fort. {hall find ita difhicult matcer to 


conuince them of the fn of nride; It feemmeth a\trange paradox ynto 
them,and a palpable wrong and indigmity offered to tax. the with 
Jutp1ti0 of that,as though it were npotſibletor the co bee touched 
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7 20- ___ Pnovanss, | Chay.r3 
with ir.fichence their garments and houſes and furniture,& all doe 
apparantly ſhe the contrary.But how do they demean cheklues 
 whar agreemenc haue they with thetr neiohbours?Indeed they ci» 
nor deny,but that there is a great diſcord between them & other 

without dores ,the whole to-wne 15 atyariance with them.& with. 
in dores, they cannot bur fall out with the whole houſhold: 


for there 15 none abroad or at nom? which doth not abuſethem, . 


Wis lecth nota high mindin a low {tate,and much pride i in {mall 
wealth,& a great {tomack vnder a ragged raument? 

Inftruction ifwe would ſhow our miidnes,8 not vex our ſelues 

& others with brawls and contenrions, let vs purge our harts of this 

turbulent humor, which is a perperuail make bare. Andit we would 

enioy peace from athers,and not be mol-tted with contention let 

-v5comerſe and hue fellowthip wich ſuch as are religious & hum- 


TT ble For they that hue peace with God,againſt whome ey fOr- 


merly warred,and are at war with fin, weherin they formerly liued, 
canno: but be peaceable and louing cowards all thole on are 
frendsto God,and enemies to finne. 
es Bmutwith che well diſpoſed, 5c) As cuery one is mort 
diſcreer and wile,ſo he1s more inclined rode quiet and peaceable” 
Folly loueth to feede on [irife and debare,and true wiledom a« 
_ uoyderhir,as a ching chat is dangerous and. hurrfull. Saint Lames 
reacheth vs that to bee apt and torwad to bitter behaujour, « 
earthlie ſenſual, and dinelih, But the weſedome that « from ane ” 
 farſtpure,then peaceable gentle,and caſic to be intreated, 
| Fir}, amanof ynderitanding feeleth the waight and burden of 
his owne faults, againſt GOD and manzand therefore is rather mo- 


—  uedto pitty 0! hor men for their infirmities, then ro purſue them. 


And as he hath found mercy at Gods hand in forgiuing his-finnnes, 
fo willhe deale mercifully with his brethren) in paſſing BY heir 
rreſpaiſes. | 
__ Secondly they will diicerne that they ſhall gaine nothing by 


= thelofſethar they cauſe other men to {uſtaine: there neighbours 


infamy will noc heale their crediterand the trouble that they pur 


_ others vi Ito, wil not de a meanes of their owne quietneſle. Jris im- 
-—_ polſi zlecnac che hurtof one member by violence offered to it, 


__—- ſhould turae to che helpe of an other that hach wounded it, 


Thirdly 


Yerſe,11.12- PROVIRES 31 


Tnirdly,they forcice and ponder of the perills that may growe to 
rhem(clues by ynneceſſary contentions. Shoulſde they not vexe 
their minds by diftempers,and perturbatios?Should they nor hin- 
der their ſtare by expences and charges?Shauld they nor ger rhe - 
ſelues enermies ding and diuiſion. Sould they not endanger them, 
{clues of hameand ignominy by taking the foyic,and being ouer - 
thrown inthe ſuite? All theſe they look into before they encer in- 
to the ſtrife, and therfore in contideration of them, they torbeare to 
friueatall, 


Reproofe of thera that take it ro be the beſt meanes for making £ ject , 


their wiſdome notified, and knowneto the worid,tobe flirring 
and ready to puriue cucry quarrell.It ſcemeth to themn atitle of ho- 
nour to be ſaid co haue aſhrewd heade, and theretore they make 
themſelues matters of moleſtation,that fewe can liue in peace and 


quiernes by them .Bur if Chriſt Telus was wiſe(as who can denye 


tum to be yery wiſcedome it ſelfe)then theſe are neceffarilyro bee 
accounted fooles,as taking a courſe directly contrary to his. For 
he cfteemed it as a matter of true praiſe co bee meeke and gemcle 
a5 alamb, receiuing many wrongs rather thenreuenging ane:bur 
they glory in being like ro Bulles and Rams, and fiercer beattes, 
that offer violence co fuch as neuer prouoked them with anic in- 
juries, 


Verſe,1 1,The riches of vanitie ſhall dimum{h; but hee that gathe- 
reth with the hand ſhallincreaſe them, | 
#2Oods 1ll gotten & wealth attained ynto by vnlawtul meanes, 
Sx not proſper. but either waxe lefle and lefle,or periſh to- 
getheron a{udden,or at leaſt depart from the vniuſt owner,& be- 
come an other mans: but he char yſeth honeſt labor and diligence, 


doth take the right way to thriue,& dayly to grow richer.Sce ch2p 


tr I0.V.2.3.4,aud 12.V,27s 


4 


Verſe.1 2. The hope that Fo deferred, maketh the hear! ſicke : bat 


when ade/ire commeth it 1s 4tree of life, 
He hope deferred)that is, wien che thing hoped for,is not ob- 
taiued according to his expectation that hoped for it, but is 
| E: put 
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OS : Provanss Chap.137 
pur offfrom onetime to another, it bringeth greatgriefe and afflic. 
tion: but whenthe defire commeth, when 3 man hath chat which he 
long wiſhed for,ur ws 4 iree of life,chat is, yery pleaſant & comfor- 
table,and heals -ththe ſpirits which were weaknedby the former 
dclay, 

« 7h hope! is never conceiued without comfort, ſoit isſeldome 
protro&t-d withoti ſorrow. 

The elder forrand SUnry fort of people,are like to little children 
in this point: :hat which they hope for, & long for,chey wold nur 
loag waite for, & their harts will crie ifthey be not foone "Cariified. . 
The Prophet chought che time not ſhort wherin he had continued, 
expecting deliverance & comfort arGods hand, when he layde, 
mine e101 hane failed mwatting for thy [aluation.Eipecially1 in the! 2 

Pijalme doth Daurd declare [iis ardent dchre of ſpeedy help by 
multipiying of how /ang. 
 Hew long wilt thou forget me O Lard for euer! Haw long wilt thou 
bide thy face fram me? How long ſhall ke counſel within my ſelfe, 
haumg wearmes day'ly immine heart? 
_ Firth chatrwhich mendefire with hope and yet cannot haue it, 


doth SE in chema more {enſible teeling of cheirneed,& to they 


are puniſhed with the painof hunger & thirlt. And fo ,as food long 

kepr fromthe ftemack,doth bring che body to weaknes:eus ſothe 

thing longed for prolovged, doth driue the ſoule to fainines, 
"S-cond' :y,itcommonly commerh ta .afſe euen to good men,% 


 thoſeofthe beſt gifts & gremteſt gracrs,:hat they thall bee afſaul- 
_ red with many fearcs after they layhold on the couenanrot God, 


vatillit be performed ynto them. The defect of their faith ; the 
fenceof chew wants their carnal reaſon, their ficthly tfrinds,rhe top - 
cations of Sathan wall alrogether attempt to draw them ro doubr, 
EVE eyther they were illuded in apprehendingthe promile,or that 
te Lord is remifle in fulfilling of it. 

* Inſt - tion to hope for nothing but that which is haucabie, & 
may well be had,& wherof we Are capable;8& thar doth bei6g vn- 
to vs for if protr xchon cauſe the hare ro laneuith ,what will fruitra- 
tion,and diſappointment doe?Iris one of the threarnings againſt 
the wick -<d in Deuterozomy,that their goods, & cartell, & : child en. 
© hawld ve TIMEW UNTO an other peep therr eyes ſhould till (ook for 


then 
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Verſe,13.  Provenss 85 
. them till they failed, (5 there hould be no power intheir hand, Now 
what is meant by this,that their eyes ſhould fail>Thar their expec- 
tatio decetued fhold turn the to ch wo,as if their etes had loft 
their fighte, And that was becauſe that they incurring the curic by 
their ſinful behaviour, did? ye: preſume ofa reſtitution to happines: 
as though nothing had appertained tothe bur bleſſings. So flothful 
perſons,cxpel,& chafe trom themal wealth & riches by violence,8& 
yet truft,that in time, rhey ſhall beeable to compare with the 
but of them all,in wealth and riches. 

Notro limit God,nor preſcribe to him in what ſpace he ſhall 
fulfill his promiſes. It was an impious ,and heatheniſh ſpeach of the 
King of I{racls meſſenger, when he ſaid in blaſphemous manner, 8& 
hatin the hearinpgof E/ſ-a, that hee neither would , nor 
ought 70 attend onthe Lord any longer But we need nordrawe ad- 
| monirions againft ihis from the inhdelity of the wicked bur from 
[rac infurmities of che godly,as Abrabam & Sarah had ich adoe 
to belecue.thar a child ſhould be gotten, 8; conceiued of theire bo- 
dies, after their naturall yigour was conſumed; zandeherfote Hagar 
Was brought in co help the matrer, and to ſupply that which was 
wanting in Sarah. 

Not todepend on man,nor to repoſe our hope | in Acſh& bloud: 
for thereby we ſhall not onely be delaied of our help roo long, 
bur defeated of it altogether. For i itisariphteous thing with Goa 
thatthey which will deifiecreatures by confidence ,ſhould be. de 
ccjued by creatures, with confuſion, 

The poore Iiraclites found this ,and felt it,and cryed out v»cn 


their owne folly for it,H/hles we waited for our vaine helpe, our cies | am 7 


fayled: for in our waning we laoked for a nation that could not ſaxe v5, 
Where we yndertake to minifter ſuccour, andcan accordingly 
effect it, ler vs not gricue the hearts of chemtharare already in at- 
fichon,by lingring too long before we relicue them.So doth Ged 
reach vs ro ſhew mercy,and | beneficence timely,and induc fealon» 
' Sate not vnto thy neiohbour.go,and come againe:and tro morrow will 


{ oruethee,:f thou now /4a#: it And this was one amone iundiy 0- FR 


ther reftimomes of a 900d conſcience, whereby lob was comfort © 
in his extremities.char he had not reſtrammed the poore of their TRE re, 
nor cauſed the eiesof the widdow to faile. 
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24 | 3, ProvraRes, . Chap.13 
© But when thedefire cometh, 5) The longer we ſtay for any good 


EE thing.the more ioy ſhall we haue at the recciuing of ir.See Chap- 
5 Per, : rcr. 10.v,28, Dots FT. | | 


Verſe 13. He that deſpiſeth the word he ſhall bee deſtroyed, but 
be that fearcth the co mmaundentents be ſhall berenarded, 


H*: that deſpiſerh the word,c)that is,cuery one is in a dange- 
rous c>ic,and at lcaſt certaine ro perith in the ende, who con- 
rempruoully reiefterh the holy Scriptures: which becauſe the 
Lord doth as it were ſpeake 1n them,8& declare his will by chem, 
are called liis word:and that for the perteRt agreement and confent 
of all the parts,is fer downe in the ſingular nember,as if it were but 
one. Neithcr is rhis puniſhment threatned only roche contemners 
of the Loukes,and fentences,and Texts of the Scriptures, bur like. 
: wile to the deipiſers of the miniſtery therof. But he that feareth the 
| commanndement,which reuerenceth ,and loueth ,and makerh con- 
{cience ofthe whole doctrine of God,he [ball be rewarded with 
peace,and bleſſings of this lite, and glory afrd bleflednes in that 
which is to comes - | | 
 Dof,t- TNohnneis mare dangerous and hurtfull,then the contempre of 
_ Gods word. 

The1gnorance and negle& thereof in them which haue oppor- 
tunity to know , and 1mbrace it,is nora ſmall fauit,nor otten 
paſſed ouer wirhour punithment, much lefſe may they looke ro 
clcape without ſome gticuous plagues and mdgements, that {et 
nzughtc by it,thar deſpite it, that bets reiect andderide it. 
And intbiscafe there is no priwledge or immunity by age,or 
{tate,oc place,ormulcicude:our Sauiors threatning is general with 
os our any reiped of perſons: #heſorner ſhall not receruc you, nor brare 
> Ma to-t4.15, 00” words whez ye depart out of that houſe,or that C uty bake off ihe 
duſt of your feet,Truclie | ſave unto you, it (hall be cafer for them of 
the /andof Sodome and Gomorrah, inthe day of ruudgement,then for 
that Cutie, Who knoweth notthatthe miſcrie of the Sodomires is 
_ yery greeuous, as their wickednes was very hainous? Whohath 

norheard as well of their lamentavle plagues ,as of cheir damna- 
ble finnes? They are condenned as Saint Perer faith, alrcady,8& ther- 
| - I tore 


Ferſ..13 | PrOVERBS. 35 


fore nor like to be ſaued hereafter: and whar then ſhal be the con» 
dition of thoſe whichare ſubie&t ro a greater diltraction tha theie? 


Firſt, all the threarnings of the law be due voto them, and will Reaſon.t. 


« 


theſe cn: ſer ſhall come pon thee, and ſhall pmrſne thee, and oucr- 
\ rhe thee, till thaube deſtroyed, becauſe thowobereait not the voyce 
\ #f the Lord thy Gods | 
| Secondly, they renounce the Lord himſclfe from being their 
/ Godand king: they diſclaime his crowne and ſcepter,bis authori- 
tie and gouernment: they actually denie his nature and attributes. 
Therebellion of ſuch vngodly perſons the Lordcomplaineth of in 
the Pſalmes,ſfaying : My people would notheare my Voyce,and 1[ra+ 
cl would none of me, The puniſhment of ſuch come inpregs rebels, 
our Sautour doth forcte!l in the Goſpell, ſaying : 17oſe mine enc- 
mics which would not that 1 ſhould raigne oner them, bring hither, 
and [lay them before me. Eanthly Princes will not indure deſpire 
at their greateſt ſubies hands,to haue their dignitic detaced, or 
theirlawes violated, or their gonernancetroden vnder foote: and 
therefore much lefſe will the Lord of glory, of iufrice, and power, 
beare ſuch indignites at the handes of fntull men, which are his 


in time accordingly be executed, as is ſayd in Demtermomie: All Dur 28.45, MW 


« 


moſt abie& and contemptible creatures? . 


Thirdly, they ca(t from them all the remedies and mics, 


whereby they might be cured of their ſinnes, and deliueredfrom 
their euils. What is the bett way to be deliuered from permitious 
plagues and puniſhments? to pacific Gods wrath and diſpleaſure? 
what is the way to pacific Gods wrath and difpleajure? ro haue a 
communion with Chrilt in his paſſion, merits, & graces: what is 
the way to attaine to this communion inthe paſſion, merits. & gra- 
ces of Chiiſt?to bring a faithfull and humble heart to lay hold on 
his promiſes, And by what meancs may the heart be ſeaſoned with 
tfairhand humilitte? by the efficacy and vyertue of the word. So then 
they that contemne the word,refule to be faithiull; relinquiſh the 
promiles; looſe all right m Chriſt; line in Gods diipleajure: and 
conſequently expoſe themiejues to pernicious plagues andiudge- 
ments, And thus much the Scripture doth reſtifie by ſhewing vs a 
preſident ofthe perucrſe and froward Jiraclites. The Lord God of 
thur fathers ſent to them by hzs meſſengers,rifing early & ſending wy 
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Luke 19.27, : 
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6 _ Provenes, | Chap.13. 


15. behad compaſſionon his people and on his habitation, But they moca 


bed the meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his words, and miſuſed his 


Prophets,vnrill the wrath of the Lorae aroſe againit his people and 


till rhere was no healms. | 

-- Terrortorthe Papilts, whoſe religion is altogether contected 
and made of {euerall forts of contempt: for what is there init thar 
renderh not wholly co che diſparagement of the holy Scriptures ? 
Are they not diſpited, when mens writings, and inany of them 
mere foreertes, are made of equall authoritie with them? Are 
they not dilpiſed, when the commandements and traditions of 
men: when rifles and toyes;when legends and tables,and ſhame= 
full lyes are preferred befcre them? Are they not deſpiſed, when 


_ a {infull man: tharman of finne, ſhall viurpe amthoritie oner them, 


and preſcribe « meaning tothem; and nor permir them to haue a» 
ny other ſenſe or power chan he ſhall youchſate ro giuc? Are the 
notdeſpiſed, when they are fo violently unpuened ? When do» 


| Arineand practiſe is directly againitthem ? when men wiltully 


refuſe the knowledge and vnderttanding thereof? when they la- 
bour with all cheir might, that all the world might be keepe cloſe 


.priſoners in che dungeon of darkenefſe, and depriued for cuer of 


the light of the Golpell, EE: 
2. This ſentence will prefle ſore vpon the Browniſts , who are 


| become bitter deſpilers of the miniftery of Teſus Chritt,by lepera- 


ting themielues from'the Churches of God, and deprauing all 
the holymzanes of laluation. Howfoener they pretend to {tand 
for fnceritie, yet they refilt it : and caking ypon them to be cham- 
pions for Chriſt his kingdome, the fight ag7inſt it: and though 
thewr arguments ſeeme to be grounded on the word, yer beeing 
well htred they proue mere talacies, and hauc no agreement with 
the meaning ofthe holy Ghoſt, inthe word, They are ftrong'y 


- iluded by Sathan, and made his 2gents, as much as may be, to per- 


uert the right wayzsof the Lord. 

3 Ir generally condemneth all thoſe which wiſh that Gods wil 
mightbe put bicke, that theirowne might be (et forwards: that 
would haue his word to giue piace,that their lults might rake place 
that be readier to breake all his commandements, then willing to 


_ crolle any one of thee carnall afte&t;ons. Hee (hall rather loſe his 


{eruice, 


Ee ee 


—___t__ 


Yer(..13 | Provenss. © Z7 


| ___ feruice,thenthey will lofe their finſull pleaſures: his lawes (hail 
_ ratherbe tranſgrefſcd, then ought of their commodines leflencd i 
they cace not how low his glory falleth, ſo that their name and 
_ credit may mount ypalcfjt, Some theretore bitterly profefſe hoſt: - 
lity ag1intt ſincere preacking : ſome icoffingly deride the faithiull 
preachers : and ſome fainedly make icmblance of loue ro both; but | 
all theſe, as Dawid ſaith, Doe hate to bereformea,and caſt rhe words P1a.50.7 7. 
of the Lord behinde Fact and therefore all theſe as /eremse faith; 
ſhall be /harmed, and ab. and taken, and lo deftioyed, Many {701.55 
hope for ſafetie in regard of that which they are not; as becaule 
they be not 2dulterers, nor theeues, nor grofle offenders againſt 
mens lawes: but they neuer thinke of the perill1a rejpect of that 
which they are, being irreligious and prophane, aud impious cone 
ternners of Gods lawes, 
« But he that feareth the commandement,&c. Whoſoeuer arere- Pot... 
1gioutly aftected to the word & worthip of God, ate fureto ipecd 
well for it, 
Though nothing be merited by deſert of their part, yet all bap- 
pineſle is due vnto chem by promile,on Gods part, And if any one 
ofthem ſhould faile ro be bleflcd, the whole body of the Scrip- 
tures ſhould ceaſe to be true: Forit is the current of all thoſe holy 
writngs,and the couenant which was confirmed by the blood of 
Chnift, that Gods pcople in whole heart his word is , ſhall neuer 
want {afctie,nor comfort,nor glory. They that /one rby law, ſaith 2141.1 19,165. 
the P rophet to the Lord ſhall baue'great proſperitie, and ſhall haue 
none burt, And co bumwill] /ooke , (aith the Lord by the Prophet. 
encen to him that ts poore and of a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my ET 
words, Hislooke ro his whom heloneth is very <«fteQuall, and he 
will looke that nothing thall be amifle withchem, whom hee 1n 


mercy beholdeth. | 
Firf,chis reuerence and feare, which is here ſpoken of, is com» Reaſons, 
-ounded of taith and humility, tro graces very acceprab. eto x 


God, and amiabie in all godly Chriſtians: 
Secondly, by this they maniteſt their loyaltie to To and fub- 
icon ro his kt: gdome «they declare chemfeluesto be mis people, 


+3 


and really acknowledge | Mm'to be their! 'OUCTAISRE, 
I hurdly, where the Wore 1s truely tcared, there it is faithfully o= » 
E-4 eve 
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ProveRes,  Chap.13. 
beyed: they thatreverence icin hearr, will obſerue it in deed: they z 
dare nottake libertie to do/avy thing apaintt it: they will notbee FF 

| heedlefle of duties Kr 06 It. | 3 
| Confutation of that impious error, which by temptation and 
frailtic,commeth intothe thoughts of the regenerate; andby inti= ; 

_ delitie andcorruprion, dwelleth in the hearts of the vnregenerate: : 

and by impudency. and audauciouinetſe , breakerh out of the | 
- mouthes of blaſphemers; thatit is to no purpoſe to be fo deuoute 
and godly, and that they are mott wiſe thac are leaft fearetull to 
 _  __ tollowrheir delights: and to fatisfie their flcſhly defires. /ob ipea- 
2 lob,zt.t5. kerhof ſuch, and bringeth them in,faying: he « the Almmghiie, 
1 that we ſhould ſerue him and what profit ſhould we hane, if we ſhould 
pray vnto bm? And Malachie \peakethto fuch,and inſharpe ma=- 
' ner, chargeth them to haue athrmed; that x7 #5 11 ame to ſerne 
God: andwhatprefit s #t that xe haue kept bis commandement, and 
' Mal,3-4 rhatwe dna be fore the Lord of hoaſts? Such hauc beene. 
in cueryape, and many ſuch arcin our owne 2ge, which are all 
- refelled by chis worthy ſentence + whereby it appearcth, that the 
faithfull are ſofarre fromlooting the recompence of their wordes 
and actions, as that their religtous thoughts and actions ſhall nor” 
be vnrewarded. - IE 
Conſolation to allthem whoſe conſciences are vpright,8 ten- 
” der intheloue of the cruth,againit the troubles that are to be 100- 
| Led for, fromthe world to the godly for goodnefſe: & tromGod 
ro the world,for finne-Dothe wicked moleſi them with wrongs 
and vexations, becauſe they run not with thems to the [ame exer- 
ciſe of rist , andeuill? The Lorde will refreſh them with cet and 
comfort, becaule they cleaue vnto his word; which forbiddeth e- 
uery thing which is not good. Is any thing raken from them vn- 
iultly for his !ake and Goſpels? He will give all things vnto them 
abundantly in recompence of the ſame. In this world,as our Sa- 
uiour faith, their gaine {hall ay hundred fold exceed their lofſe, ifit 
be expedient and needfull tor then ; and imibe world to come they 
ſhall recerue eternaillife, And in the meane time when plagues 
ſhall be powred downe vpon the carch, for the iniquities ot che 
people; they {hall ether alrogether eſcape them, or els bedeliue- 
red fromthe yenom and hurt of them, They that rake Habakxts 
| | | : courlc 


Matk,1e 39, 


Verſe, 14 PrRovnenes 39 
courſe,and rremble when they heare the word ſpoken, ſhallbein , *- 
H abakkwuhs calt,undreft mthe dayof troubles Habak.3.16 | 2 


Ve rſecn 4.The doctrine of = we man is 4 welſpring of hfe, ts dee 
part from the ſnares of death. ; 


4 5 Hough the meaning of theſe wordes hath beene ſhewed,and 
4 proſecuted already in the eleventh verſe of the tenth chapter, 
yet we wil ad ſomewhat to the explication thereof, When itis 
{ayd cherefore that the doctrine or infiruRion of a wife man is of 
ſuch force, iris to be ynderfiood of wholetome and ſound do- 
arine,luch as he receiucth from God, and delivereth to his bre- 
thren; for wiſe men ſome times draw thei inſtruRions from their 
errors,and now and then from groſler corruptions,as Dewid did, 
when he gaue direction.to /oab,how he ſhould cauſe Y7yab to be 
made away. And as the leffon ought to bee found for the matter; 
ſo muſt it be reaſonable for the manner: as ſpokenin due time; in 
meet place; and fitly applyed: wherein obs friends much failed, 
though otherwiſe the men were godly, andtheir wordes yery true 
and waighty. And yet furthertotheſe muſt be added of his part, 
that will drinkeof this tiuely fountaine; an attentiue care, and be- 
lecuing heart ro heare and imbrace the doQtrine, And then it wiil 
be conſtant, and not drycdvp like ditches or ponds, that arcfed 
with raine water. it will be comfortable, and ictreſh the heartes 
of them that are in affliction; 1t will be profitable, and make them 
that receiue it, fruittull: it will be a and forcible to deliuer 
them from finne and defttuction, though therein the fimilitude be 
altercd : for that is meant by turning from the ſnares of death, Dot: 
& To depart from, cc, ) Sinnc is Satans ſnare rocatch men to Ka 
perdition, _ 
Hee that is inthe power of it, and intangled therewith, is in 

great perill of periſhing, being caughtin a trappe, and heid tft _— 
there. ull cither grace deliver him, or death deuoure hime Hes lob,ts.&-g, 
taken, ſaith Bildad, in the net by 15 feete, and walketh wppon the | 
ſnares.T he grinne (hail ;ake him by the beele,and the dreaafull tow-. 
ler ſpallcome wpen him, There is no !: afe treading any where but in 


the waycs of God, cucry [tep withouc it, through the length and 
F breadth 


| Ver. ; 


*_ bredchof the whole world, hath ſomewhar ſet init to intangle ys. 
_ AVithoutthe direction of the word, and vertue of the ſpirit, whae 
3s man? what commeth fromman? wharis done by man, but that 

__ which will worke his woe,and turneto his rune? 


Firft, encry mans narure from his birth andconcention, hath 
made him obnoxious to death and damnation, and hath cloſed 
him vp 1n ſuch a ſure hold of corruption, that hee canneuer cicape 
out of it, ynleſle Chriſt Jeſus doe fer him ar libereie» 

Secondly,ignorance errors, and carnall reafon ofthe mind, to- 
g:rher with lults and patſions, & inordinace affefions of the hart, 
do ſharven mens appirites to Sathans baites, whether it be by net, 


__ orbytrap, by ſnare,or bylimerwigs; or howſocuer he is diſpoſed 


tocome by them,they are ready for his turne, & rakern at 1s will, 
as the Apoſtle teſtifiech, | 
The pra&tice of Gnfull men muſt needes bes damnable, when 


__ their diſpoſition roitis yery dangerous: their words, and workes, 


and wayes,arecxceeding pernicious: when their harts,& thoughts 
and narures are ſo hurtfull. Elphaz had made a found conclution 
againſt /ob, if 7ob had been liable ro his premiſted accuſation, 7: 


not thywickeaneſſe faith he.great, anathme inquities mnnmerable? 


Therefore ſnares are round about thee, & feares hall ſuddenly tron: 


blethee, © 


Inſtruction, to be as carefull to fly rom eucry linne, as wee are 


_ deſirous toeſcapefrom any perrils; No man would willingly fall 


into nis enemies hands, whom hee knoweth to lie in waite for his 
blood: and the bratiſh creatures with all their might, doe flic from 
thoſe that ſeekeo to kill them: and ſhal we ther: be more heedles of 
our foulesthen they arc of their lines ?to cxpole our ſelues to the 


 baircesotthe demil, whereby he goeth abcur to deſtroy ys? True tt 


2s, that fe propoieth pleajures and delights coallure ys by them, as 


| hee did Exah, but when wee have contented and yeeided yaro 


©.m, there will follow nothing bur paine and miſcrie, a+ Euah telc, 
Great offers he will make vs of aduincement and credit,if we will 
yic nis meanes to atraine ynto it; but ſhame will inſue vpon ir,and 


' confution , when we g1ue oner our {clues robe directed by tim. 


Wealth and riches he knowerh man naturally ro bunt afror, and 
therefore bee commonly dothe feede their humour with hope 0. 
> CONNVDCO 


Perſe, 14 PrROviRes #T 
commoditie; but when they bite at his bait they ſwallow downe 
the hooke withall, and iv are made his prey to their perditon, 


Andthough the ymiſle of the oaine which chey looke for, yethe 


miſſeth not of their loules which he fſherth for, it he can taltc his 
anole ypontheir detires,and catch them by the willes,' inmaking 


their hearts willingroyeeld ynto him. For {o the holy Gholt him» 


ſelfe witnefleth,ſaying ;T hey that will bee rich fall mto tempation, 
and ſnares, and mio many fooliſh and noyſome luſtes, which arowne 
men inperdition and aeſtrudtion, PS | 

It we be fallen into any finne;let vs ſeeke to this welſpring for 
:emedie apgainttir; forasit preſcrueth ſome fromentring into $a- 


tans nets, ſo it will be a meanes toothers to brine them forth,God Prous. 44s | 3 G 
thercby gruimng chem repentance, that they may know the trueth; and FF 


that they may come to amendement out of the ſnare of the dem. 2, 


718.3»25,26. But it1s fitthar we make all poſſible ſpzed to pro- 
cure our libertie , becauſethe longer we continue in the ner, the 


more we ſhalbe intangled, & with greater ditficultic get out. This 
holy directionis giuen to raſh fureties which are come mnto the 
hard 5 of their neighbours, whoſe (tate isinſnared with the words 
of their mouthes,chat they ſhould faſten as faft to auoid that dan» 
"Ae the nimble heart runneth fromthe hunter, or the ſwift bird 
lycth from the Fowler, and nor {leepe ypon it one night, betore 
they haue obtained their indemnity, much more then it concer- 
Acth them which are fallen into the hands of Sathan, and of Gods 
iuſtice,& be ſubicRroecternall death;ro beftirre them, andnot ſuf- 
fer one moment to paſſe, before they labour effectually for their 
:reedomec, | 
Reprooje of their ingraritude and folly, that contemptuoulſly 


reicet this water oflife; thoſe holy inftrudtions which are derived : 
out of Gods word, and louingly giuen yaro them, to refcuc their 


ſoules from death, Js it not a curriſh partto ſnarle ac,and bite.that 
nand which is offered to them for helpe, to draw themour of the 
inares of deſtruction ? and yet tew doe better requite thern rhat 
deale yprightly, and farthtully with chem, They account them 
their enemies, becauſe they tell themhe trueth,aud they that molt 
:oue them, arc leaſt beloucd of them, 
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42. | Provenss, Chap.13. 


Verſ,r5.Grace giveth good ſucceſſe: but the way of the tranſgreſs 


ſors s rough. 


Race,)that 1s.the worke of Gods holy ſpirit,begetting true pie- 
re and righreouſneſſe, doth give good ſeceſſe : it maketh good 
men to deale wiſely and profperouſly in all their affaires. But the 
way of the tran(greſſours i rough. Their life is vahappy and tull of 
many yexations. The ſenſe and oppolition ftandeth rus ; Grace 
guueth good ſuccefle, and iherefore the way of the obedient is 
plaine and comfortable; & finfulnefſe bringeth cuill ſucceſſe, and 'F 
: therefore the way ofthe dilobedtent 13 rough and troubleſome. 
oftf,t,  &@ So faras any man js truely religious and godly in heart; he is 
IN {ure to be proſperous and happy in his wayes. 
_ This is a point chat is cantly beleeued of men,and few wil giue 
credit ynto it, andthereforc it 1s largely ſer downe by God, and 
many Scriptures conſent in the confirmation of it. As in the firlt 
: Pſalme: the man that delighterth in che lawe of the Lord, and con= 
PG. r.3. ſtanrly meditaterh in the ſame, is promiſed; that whar/oener beſhal 
= doe ſhall proſper. Jn the third Chapter of this booke it is giuen for 
*; Prou.347- acommendation of holy wiſedom:that her wayes are wajes of pleas 
= ſwure,and all her pathes proſperitie- Jn the prophecy of ſarah, the 
carclefſe Iewes are opbrayded with their finfull folly, that had be- 
þ- + refrthemſcluesof lo good an citate, whereunto the Lord was moſt 
{ Ua.g8.il, rexdytohauc promoted them: 0h, faith hee, that chow hadf# har- 
 _ kenedtomy commandements :thenhad thy proſperitie beene as the 
fload anathy righteouſneſſe as the wanes of the ſea, 
Firſt, grace will conduct men ro the right way of truth and c» 
quitygpreſcruing them irom all ynrighreous cauſes, & reftrayning 
them trom'ail ynrighceous comes for bringing of their purpoics 
to pate.” - | | | 
S Secondly, it doth as well make them prudent to deale wiſely, 
a> Fig nreous to deale warrantably in all their behaujour:& where 
- wiſedome and iuftice joyne handes in working, the cff:& mutt 
gt | needs be comfortab!e which they ioyntly produce. 
'Cvrett, Bur it commeth co paſſe commonly, as is dayly to be ſeene in 
Many places, thatthe molt gracious are leaſt proſperous, and RE 
OO. cl 


ER 
OF. 


Verſe.15. | PROVERBS, - 47 
beſt men ſeemto be inthe worſt ſtate. Many of them are poor, ma- 
ny of then are deſpiſed, many of them are opprefſed,and all of the 
ace afflicted. If they be free from troubles ar one time, they fall into 
chem at another:if they eſcape thoſe croſſes which other fecle,they 


' feele thoſe griefes which others eſcape:it they be exempred from 


outwardcalamity and moleſtation: they ſhall bee atſaulted wih 
inward anxiety and temptationszand how then can it truly be ſaid 
that grace doth giue chem true ſuccefle? o 

Anſw.As good men do faile in ſome duties, and haue not fo 
much grace asthey might attaine vnto: ſoare they many times. 
correctedot God for the {aine, whereby it commetrh to pale thar 
their faults and defects do worke their woe,and northeir faithful- 
nes and graces-Morcouer itis not abſurdto ſay,chat the affiictions 
and troubles of Gods children,in regard of the end and happy iffue 
thereot,ate helpes of their profperity;as raine &thunder are djuers 
times,more {caſonable weather for corne andgraſle, then the Sun» 
ſhine» Well was it for Jacob at the laft, though maruailous bicter 
at the firft, char Joſeph was ſould and ſcm away from him into 
Egypt. Aud /oſeph was highly promored, by that way which fee- 


med only to ted to-his ruine. The violece of his brethrento {ell him, 


the ſalſhood of his miſtreſſe to defame him, the raſhnes of his ma- 


ter ro impriſon him:all theſe were occalions and meanesto ad» _ 


vince him. 


Thirdly,they denolae their ware ppen the Lorde,as hee bidderh - 3 FF It 


them,axd theretare bee will bring it to paſſe,as hee promiſed them, 
They ſeekethe knowledge of his will fordiretion,they crauc the 


ayde ot his hand,they propoſe the praile of his name forthe ende 


of their enterpriſes, and how then ſhould they miſcarry intheir at- 
tayrcs? | ET 
Fourthlyehe taketh delight to conuerſe withthem ,& offcreth 

his fauourable, his helpefull, and prouident preſence vnto them :ac- 
cording as he incourageth /o/hauah,and all otherrhac are tairhful & 
obedien,in /oſbnah his perion, laying, {ill ve with thee, Iwill not 
leaue thee nor forſake thee, TO | 

Inftrotion to kindle our harts and defires more ardently and 
with greater carneſtnes,to labourand ftriue for grace, {thence it is 
cucry way ſo bchoouctuil, Concerning God it will make ys fir 
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44. PRrROvEREs. | | Chap.13. 


'rodo him ſeruice;concerning our ſoules it will mke vs certain of 
faluation:co:2cerning our wates it will-make ys proſperous; & with 
the Apoſtle ro expretſe lo ample matter in lo briefe a manner, God- 
 loneſſe is profitable to all things which Hath the promiſe of this life pre- 
ſent, anaof that i ro come. 
Pe. Reproofe of their folly that begin ar the wrong end,and truſt to | 
EE 1 wit and might,to pollicy & power,to bring their purpoles to paſſe. 
__ Religion and piety they think will mac all and theretore will haue 
no dealing at all with them. A generation and brood of 1 impious A» 
_ rheiſts areriſenypallmoſt euery where, which contempruouſ] ye 
renounce the iltance of Gods belbfull hand, inthe whole courſe 
of their liues,Nay they are fo farre from ſeeking cither to bee gut+ 
ded by his countell,or bleſſed by his prouidence: as that they 
_ adtually bid defiance ynto him by reieting his wiſedome, and 
* prouoking his wrath;as though there were nothing in him but tol- 
ly and weaknes. And yetchey doubt not but that they can com. 
- mand the euenc of cheir actions to be fortunate, & create to them- 
_ {eluesproſperity and happineſle. | 
But the waie &o) As vagoadly men {hall fall into damnation at 
their death, io chey ſhall fecle many vexations mg cheire 
life, | 
Their iourneies end is moſt miſerable,and the Way tot 15 veric 
yncomfortable they take more paines tog9 to hell, then Gods 
_ peopie do to obtaine cucrlaſting is The wicked 44 Tſaia h telleth 
vs,arc like the ragms [ca reat Cannot reſt whoſe waters = Up mire. 
and durt, There is no peace, ſaith my God to the wicked. It is as poſſi- 
| blefocthe ſears be ill withour ebbing or flowing,or waues, or 
motion, as for fintull perſons to be voide of all perturbarions.T; Ieir 
oONn barre are {eldome without a tide, & the Lord often ſendeth 
blaſts of trouble ypon them, thar eyrher within or withour, lome- 
what isamiſle with them, 
Peura8as, Firit,they are itnheritors of Gods curſes, which are conueied to 
: them by chreatmngs of the law,and one: maine article thereot 5, 
that che Lord ball ſend pon them curſing trouble ani ame imjull 
that which they ſer their band to doe untill they be d: ftroyed. 
Se:on:ily cacirowne lewde and wretched behauio matter 
Of MAUAT7,o0 Cette, RN, Fgerteth them pain2 and trouwvle, *or want, 
eytncr 


#ISE. 
we 


arp 20, 21, 


7 Reaſ Ws, h, 


Ver{e.15.  PrOvenes, 45 


eyther preſently rogether with the practite, orclfe to follownot 
long after. Aad this will the more eurdently be fecne if we mitance 
in ſome ſeuerall forts of finners, How miſcrable ds worldlings 
make theit liues by rofſing and toying, & tumbling in the earth? 
They riſe carly and po late to bed, and cat the bread of carefulnes, 
inthe day they macerate their bodies with immoderate tra» 
unle and drudgery.in the niche they torment their minds with cx- 
cefſiue cakivg and caring. And whenare proud,and ambitions. 8 
vaine plorious perions at reit, andfree from vexmions? Quar- 
 rels,and ſuites,and con! Ons areas ordinary with the, as ſmoak 
is with fire. Sometimes their bio fomack vreeth them in malice or * 
DFALEFF LOY vpon athers;and ſometimes their hich looks cau- 
icthothers in enuy or revengement to fet ypon them, and fo 
wounds,orftrokes,pr toyle,or charges, or one miſcicfe ororner, 
_ doth viuaily enſue vponit, As for voluptuous livers, and fuch as 
giuc ouer themielues to lenfuality,the world may fee how painetul 
their picaſures arc,and that all their delights be meere deluſions, 
How Keys miles will gameſters ride?how many hovwres will they 
iper:d?how many leepes will they break to p=le away theyr mo- 
 neyto others,and to purchaſe miſery to themiſelues?to looje theire 
ſubitace & cofort, & ro win penury & anguiſh. Whar other cole- 
quece do comoniy toilow yp0 this, we need notto ſhew, ſfithence 
they are plainly ynough {cen by their borrowing & breaking , by 
writs & are{ts,or executwns,or ou: faries;& ſuch like proceedings 
-4in(t them, betides the fellones thar diners tall into and the pu- 
tmihment which they fuffer for chem, Now for Epicures and bellt- 
20ds, for elurtons and drunkards,the holy gholt deſcribeth theire ; 
volefull condition, br ing placusd with woe, with ſorrow, with /frife Prou23ory 
vith mognds,vnilth:; ca; wolle of cies. #c, Andhow offentiue roo much 
wine, and frong d:10ke, and furfeting is to the braine and 
{omack they taat oſe ir ic ae and others behold by there loath= 
on & (mth behaviour, We ſpeak noto! adultercrs,nor theeues, 
nor of ſundry kind of wi k ed milefactors ©, waich bello here 
vhole time 1m making thcir waies foulcy & deepe, and dangerous, 
and t£dious, 


Their infidetity, and pride, and ewitines doth Rl then hearts 
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248 _ ProvanREs, Chap.13 
__ andſuchlike. That which the Apoſtle ſpeaketh ofthe couetous, 
holderh true for molt yngodly pertous, if not for all, in ſome reſ- 
pect or other, that they pe.arce themſe ines through with ſorrowes ,ci- 
_ ther becauſe rhey faile wholly of their wills,or are not {o fully ſa- 
tisficd as they wiſh, or orhers ſucceed and proſper,as well as they: 
- orberterthen they would haue chem. Burt ifthere were nothing 
_ elschardid make any ſinfull mans life ynplcaſant, yet this were 
____ ſufficientto make euery fintullmans life vncoinforcable that hee 
_.  hucth inperpetuall dread & danger of death and damnation. So 
- faith the Apoſtic tothe Hebrewes-:for fear of death they are al their 
life rewze ſubiett tobondage, - | 
Inſtruction to be well aduied and wary,that we bee nor illu- 
- dedand carriedaway, with the glozing ſhewes of wicked mens 
felicity, but iudictous to confider of their manifold griefes and gri- 
pings wherewith they are bitten, cuen then when they {eem to in- 
loy aſmuch happines as their harts can defire. A gorgeous garment 
' 15 notalwayes thecaficlt and a faire ſhove may ſomrtimes pinche 
the foot, and a finfull life, how delicious fo eucrit appeare to bee, 
is ncuer yoidof all kind of calamities, Gaod men haue their afflictt- 
ons,& thoſe allo very gricuous,but rhere isa liuely force in the fee- 
ling of Gods fauour,that ſwalloweth vp all theire ſorrowes,& re. 
freſherh their ſoules with gladnes:and cuill men hauctheir pleas 
ſures,& choſe alſo yery plentiful, burthere is a venemous Ring in 
them by Gods judgement,thatkillech all their delights, 8 fillerh 
_ their harts with bitcernefle, | | 


LL C7 va 16.Euri miſo manmerkgch by koanladge hats foute lag 
— eth open bus folke, 


Very wiſe man)whoſocuer is prudeut,worketh by knowledge :cn- 
Preeica and manageth his aftaires diſcrcetly and with 1udges 
ment:and fo declareth his vaderfianding.Onthe contrary fidehee 
char is yndiſcreete and foolilh, goeth raſhly and rawly about his 
buigeſſc, id ſo bewrayeth opcaly, and publicheth abroade his 
*—__ tenoranceandfooliſhnes. | 
TIO He oaly deateth well both for his comfort and credit, that groun- 
——— __  wech hisatfairesoncertainty,and not on likclyhoods. 


This 


Perie,t7 PRoOverss 53 
This isnot the worke and behaltiour of ſome terverare, and ſpe» 


_ ctall wiſe men, who therein are ſingular by them(ſelues, and with- 


out copantons but it belongeth/as our Text laiti;ts exery on? that 
i« wiſe co wallce in this waie,& nof2 15 to be reputed prudencthar 
is aſtrangervnto it. Areall exzmple heereof we haue in our {auiour 
Chriſt, whoſe (teps we 0.1ghr to walke'in,and who will impart to 
hispeople,the wiſedome of his ſpirite, that they may bee ableto 


- walke in his ſteps, He,as theP rophet 7ſarah forctold of him ,dot/ 


toniectures vpon flioht and ſuperticiall ſhewes, without acleere 


4 


% 


not indge after rhe ſight of his cis neither approoue by hearing of h1 
eares but with righteouſnes,c56. That is,he will not proceede by 


n{ght in the matter,nor determine any thing vpon heereſay, with 
out tull hearing & examination of the cauſe:for if he ſhould fo do, 
he could not but fayle in iuſtice,wheras now taking duc knowledg 
of ail things, he ordereth all things with perfect equitic, _ 
Firſt,they that do not work by knowledge,donot walk in obedi- 
ence-for then men ſhew themiclues truely obedient, when they 
duly perform thoſg dutics which they know, _ 
Second!y,whatſocver is not done in knowledoe, isnot wrought 
by taith,and whatſocuer is not of faith is ſfinne, Y 
Thirdly,they ſhame themſclues,as the latrer part of the Text no- 
tifieth, which ruſh headily into any affaires, and haue not before 
handinformed themſelues of the [tate of the fame, and howe they 
may deale orderly in them. | 
InftruRion therefore to be as diligent to get knowleds,as we ſee 
itnecetlary to vndertake any actions ,c{peciaily re pertormie any 
{crnice to God. !tis far more cafictro worke and waike withour 
light or cies, then to.doc any thing thatis acceptable to him with- 
out vnderftiding.Nay it is as poſlible for a man, without theknows 
icdge of Gods will ro doc any thing well,as for the bodye without 
tac ſoule to doe any thing ar all. : 
Reproofe of them that put hope and good meaning in place or 
knowledge, whereas knowledge oughrro bee the moriier, and 
nurce, and directer of hope and good meaning: Without it 
though they make themſelues beieeue that rheymeane weil, yer 
they ſhall not be able to deale well: and though they trult char 
their hope is good ,yet they [hall tric that their ſucctils will > 
| bad. 
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T1 EC Provanss. Chats 


_ badde, And many are heere to bee reprehended for theireteme- 


'Ct,2 12, 


;Ity and raſhnefſe, which ſuddenly and without good grounds, ſet 
TzIre fongues: and Tongs on worke to theire ignominy and te 
DUKE: > 
Same an{rerea matter before they heareit, and lo ,as the Scrip- 
ene fanh ,ot rurmerh ro folly and (hame vntrorthem: ts take vÞs 
on them ro be ſharpe cenſurersof other mens liucs and aCtions, 


aid har with.clamorous accuſations and condemnations.and yet 


they know nothing amille by the perſons, further then they hauc 


heard] by tale fiy1 ne & reports ,apd the cauies which they pafle 0 
. peremptory a ſentence vponthe.they haue nosk1l at alto 1adge of. 


Let Iucn men heare S, Peger telling them what account 1s to Gee 


made oi cacm,and what is like ro become of them. Theſe as brane 


beaſts ledde with [enſualitie, and made to bee taken .and deſtroyed, 


 ſpeake eull of choſe rhings which they now not and; hat periſh through 
- rherr owne corruption. Some breake@ut into Conuitious reuihngs, 


many times into violent outrage, before the parties ſo rated nd 


| puaithed be cooucted of any fault. /ob wasfar from that diſpoſi- 


tion;he would ſhew cruelty to none of his people, his bondmen and 
hand aids, and meanelt in his houſe had liberty to ſpeake for 
taemiclues, and wereſure to be equally dealt with,as their cauſe 


required. 


Some > Crwatd, "ind their reftimonics, being readie 


ro vive commendations of any that will ſpeake them faire whoush 


they haue no experience of any gooaunes inthem, It would riſe to 
2 volumegif we ſhould declare ll che emll chat. inſuerh vpon this 
{wittnes of þ rayfng men at random, without the proofe and triall 


__— ofthem, for the countenicing of "worthy perſons: forthe beguiling 


_ of them that giue credit vnto othemzand lor their owne dilgrace by. 


making cheirt rce{ttinony nothing worthy If latnc /ob» had taks cheir 


 coirie,ne could not fo douldly navechalleged aright to be belec- 


_ neu: Demetrius {alth | he, hath 4 good report of all men, yea and of rhe 
-Trmeh? 7 ſelf. yea 7 ve our ſelue; beare rec orde, and Ye Þ403v that 
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Verſe 17, A wicked meſſenger Feller mo exill but a farthfull 
ambalſador healeth, 
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1icked meſſenger or ſeruant ,which either yndertaketh vn- 
lawfull errands,or feruices as Rab/hakeh 1d when hee was © 
ſent by his maſter to blaſpheme & defiethe Lord and his Church; 
or dealeth vntruſtily with them that vie him in a lawfull buſineſſe, 
oris iniurious to them to whome he is fent,evther by concealing - 
any thing from them which were fitfor them to heare ,or adding 
any thing which were meet to be ſnppretied, or doing his meflage 
in yndecent manner,or returning an an{were ſoas may turne to 
their hurzhe hall fall mro endl:Gods heauy hand 2nd indgments 
by ane meanes ar other. [hall ſooneror later,light vppon him, as 
the two churhiſh and imperious captaines found with their fitries, 
wich were ſent for Elnah But a farthfull ambaſſadowr or meſſen- 
ger,he that fairhfully performerh his charge, whether publique or 
priuare,doth heate,is a meanes andinſtrument of good tohis ma- 
er, whoſe mind he freeth trom feares & griefs, and {o_ healeth the 
malaciesthereof,asa piiſitian cureth the diſealesofthe body. He 
isalſo helpful rechem ,to whom heis ſent, by delivering comforts 
comfortably,and lenifying that which is harthand harp,and men- 
ding that which is amifſe,& by loue and diſcretion pacifying c0+- 
rentions,& furthering peace;whereu po by coniequece he alſo p1o- 
cureth his owne comfort, So ftandeth the oppoſition: A wicked 
vntaicthiull meſſenger hurterh, & caerefore ſhall fall into enill-bur a 
godly faithfull metlcnger healeth, & therefore ſhall recejue ood. 
C He that would proſper th his owne cſtace,let him deal fait hiully Dot. 
when he is put 11 truſt with ocher mens fffires, | 
Some good men are wronged with emi meſſengers , & yer ne- 
4er know 1 it,or paſſe ouer without puniſbmenr,or elſe want POW = 
er ro gue ea: : bur. God leeth, and obferucth it, and will 
Crate plague the offenders for it. Others aretruclic deals with, and 
vet know ner how to make recompence: the {eruice pe erfourmed 
to them they hind to haue heen Faithfull: ,but themſciucs z3re vo3- 
ble torequite it, notwithitandins the Lorde: 15 ritch in ſubſtance, 
and ready 10 goadnes to yeeld them a RPOrLOSR and pientrs 
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354 - ProvurBs. Chap.13 
full paiment, The wicked {pics chat were ſentto ſearch the land of 
= ofCanaan,were moc in number then the good: for there were ten 
——— ___ fortv0,,whichcarried the marter by multitude of voices, and color 
: _— of reafon,and the peoples forwardnes to ciue creditvntothem:but 
re te v 9009 were more happyin ſucceiſe,then the many wicked, 
_ Expertence,and the holy Scriprures haue made ul lucceeding ages 
& nations to know that their words were truc, and fo confirmed: 
and the others faiſe,and ſo confured:rhey were preſently encoura- 
e:d dy Gods fanour and promiſezand the other terrihed by his an. 
| ger and threxnno;itwas cothem accarding ts their faith; for they 
= Numb. 14,37, entred and givelt inche promiſed land,andit came to the other ac« 
8 339,  Ccordingtotheirynbclicte:for they were ail deſtroyed by a plague, 
. and periſhed in the wildernes, 
Firſt, whoſorcucr is perfidious to man, is rebellious againſt God, 
3s he thar is rruſty,is loyall ynto tim. : | 
Secondly,a wicked meſſenger infringerh the rules both of loue 
and <quitie,dilappointing them rhat repoſed confidence in him, 
and bringing vexation to thoſe which made choiſe of his ſeruice 
for their cemfort.Of ſuch aone we haue already intreated in the 
renth chapter, As vmegar i to the teeth, and ſmoak to the eces,[0 15 
the [lethfallra them that ſend him , 
3  Tihirdly,good meflengers are nor onely profitable to them for 
whom they deal,in the orderly diſpoſing & effecting of the attaires 
- whereia they are v{-d. bur comfortable alſo, & ſuch as make{their 
+ harts toretoyce- Me rhinks { [ce Ahinaas come running ſaith the 
Ent Pab7e warchmi the!t {hall we heere good newes (aith Daxid: for hee is 4 
good man.&F bringeth good ridings, And torhis point (peakes Sal» 
m4 11 an other place of this booke! 4-75 the coo/nes of ſnow water 
mm the time of harueſt.ſo ts a faithful meſſenger to them that ſend him; 
for he refreſbeth the ſouls of his maſters No'y was it cuer heard thar 
| he which vprightly doth good to others, ſhould haue no: hing done 
for himſelte?Orchat any by bonelt dealing may make mentoytul 
-—_ » andyethavue lisowneharr void of gladnes? | 
Jt, _ -Tnftructiontothemtharare appointed tw be meſſengers. or t 
___ -__ pertormeany other ſeruice of like nature,thar they conſider that 
tney deale not onely for others, bur principaily tor chemſclues, If 
racy 0c faite or carclefJe,the greateſt hurt will bee theire owner if 


they 
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their dutic too late, as others bee for proctifing eutll too foone, It 


_ any kinde of affliction? «Ab maasran asfait,andas long as he was 


fcatethemiclues of their detired iuccefle, 


Ver(..13 ;  ProveRss. 49 


they doe their duefie as it becommeth them,theirtraue] wil turne 
molt to their owne'commoditie, And therctore it thall be expe- 
dient forthem,, to bee well appointed and turniſhed with thoie 
graces, whereof this faithfulnefle is compounded, Among the 
which, truth doth duely challenge an cipeciall place. Truth mutt 
be | inthe hearr, tructh nuſt be in the hands, trueth muſt be in the 

lips, crueth mitt] bee intheir labour: all their debres,and ſpecches, 
and actions, mult be ſeaſoned wich tiueth. Torhis mult be adioy- , 
ned wiſedome and diſcretion , whereby their attaires may be the 
better graced and furthered, and away m:de tor the pans: waa 
ment of tiieir defires, © What is ſo dangerous that witedome can- : 
not eſcape? whatis fo dithcultihar wiſedome cannor effect? Ang 
what j5 lo intricate that wiſedome cannot: finde out 7 Andic is = 
meet thattheſe ſhould be accompanicd with boidneffe, that they 
which haue 2 good cauſe committed vnto them, ſhould. manage 
it with an vndannred courage,againit frownings and threarnines, 
and al manner of impediments an erill, And now ſpecdincilc 
may, and ought to come into the number, when witedome is pre= 
{entto put raſhnefſe backe : forlingeringand delay is viually very 
dangerous and hurefuil, and ſome be in as great fault, for dooing. 
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miſchiet be to be prevented or remoued,a good metſenger ſhould 
imitate the Angels of God; which are ſay drobe winged, andasit 
were to flic to minitter helpe : - and in ſuch haſt Eliſha | ſent his man 
before, and followed atter himſclte, to reftore the Shunamites lon 
tolife. If any goodcharc be to be done, let Abravams trully ler Ger, 4 , 
uanthe a preſident for expedition; who would neither care nor 
drinke, betorc he bad ſet his maſters bulineſſe on foote,and make 

a ſpeedy returne home, ſo ſoone as hee had well diſpatched his 
worke, [f comforts are to be brought, why thould any ffay bee 
made to refreſh the harts of them thar are in feare, or lorrow,orin 


ablero take breath; to bring repart co Dawd of his fatetic and de- 
huerance from Abſbolom, And athone alltheſe, ſecrecie is requi- 
red, leaſt by vatimely diſcloſing of ther maſters couniels; or their 
owne purpoſes, men ſhculd betray their malters cauies, and de- 


— 


C23 Adaont- 


48 PROvERES. Chap.13: 


Admonitions tothe miniſters of the word: who are as the Pro. 
pher calleth them, the meſſengers of the Lord of hoaſtes:that they 
fſhew themſelves induſtrious, and diligent inthe worke of their 

maſter. Their ambaſlage is honourable; their leruice isneceflary, 
their reward will be ample, it chey diſcharge their dutic well, and 
"their puniſhment will beexceeding grienous, if they befaithiefſe 
in it. They are ſent about amefſage of lite and {aluation, and men 
sre made happy for eucr by their {inceritie in the minitterie: and 
_ their falſhood and corrupt dealing tendeth to death and deftructi- 
on, and howe many doe periſh chrough their ynfaithtulnetle ? 
VVhea they thatare creacherous to men,thall norfaile to tail into 
miſchief,much lefle ſhal they thar are traytors to che Lord, When 
negligence in things of {maller importance,ſhalbe io ſeuerely pu- 
niſhed: much more ſhall ſpiricuall murther,& blood-guilrineile , 
And when they that are healers in outward reipedts ſhal be fo tul- 
iy recompenced, it cannor bee, that the faichtull Philitions of 
mens foules ſhould looſe their labour. 


Verſe. 8.7 onertic and bame ſhall beto him that refwuſerh mſtru« 
ton: but he that regarderh correction ſhall be honoured,” 


Dans Euery one thatreiecteth knowledge, orthe means 
whereby it 1s co be obtained, ſhall cithet taile co get wealth, or 
notiong keepe it, or haue it and holditin indgement, withour the 
vic and comfort. And as he ſhall be needy, fo ſhal he allo be baie, 
/bame ſhall come vpon him,and coucr him, Some are made con- 
remptible and vile by pouertic and want, and jome by the fithi- 
nefle of their finnes,though they abound with wealth, They may 
haue riches, butnot honour : they may haue-cap and curtefic , but. 
not reverence andeſtimation. Put hee that regardeth corvetiion: 
which hearkenerh and yeeldeth obedience to wholeſome coun- 
laile,and profiteth by chafti{ments, ſpa//be bonenred - ſhall either 
atraine ro riches and preferment: or be of good account, and we! 
thought of {cipecially among the wiſe and godly) ina meaner 
condition, | 
© Theyoucly are prouidentfor theireſtate and credit, which are 
carciuil to ger grace for their loules. | 
_ Nopath doth lead to true profperitie in earth, but that jg 
| | ot 
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deth rendto happinefſe in heauen, Ifwe ater this way, wee 
haue the promiſes tor ys, as he faich:; The reward of FRI BG: and 
the feare of Ged.ts riches, and elorieand life, Ifne wandcr cur of 
this way,we have the threatnings againlt ys:as hee telleththe wick 
ked by the Prophet * 1 (peake and yee heard not, but did enill im my [tar 85 
irht, and did chooſe that thing which [ would not. Therefore thus : 
auth the Lord God, Behold my ſernantes [ball eate, andye ſball bee 
hunery : behold my ſ[ernants ſhall irmbe.andye ſhall beethiſtic: be. * 
hatd my ernants, ſhall retoyce anaze ſhallbe aſhamed. ow . 
Firft, as che S<rprure faith; riches aud honor come of God, and Es. 
in by Land it 1510 mahe great and to gine ſtrength, V Vhence tm y 
2alily be collected, oth how tinners ſhall be dealc with, and how 
the Saints ſhall peede. What tender-hearted father, would d1i- 
inheric and begocr his owne towardly. children: and giue away. 
11s lands and goods for the aduancement of his mortal enemies? 
__ofr'whowill thruſt our 2 tenant, that is euery way dutifull and 
| lerujcable, and let his Farmeto him, whom hee knowerh that hee 
wil nenher pay him tznt, nor acknowledge him tor his Land- 
:ord? | 7 
Secondly, contempt of infiruction , is commonly coupled, ey-. | 
ther with ſome vmthrittie courte of life, whereby they impoueriſh 
their eftate, or with ſome lewd and vicious behauiour, whereby 
they blemiſh and ttaine their names. V Vheras on the other fide, 
wilcdome dorh furniſh them that are teacheable, with all go00d _ 
ruſes of husbandry and vertue,that whoſoruer will follow her di-: < 
rection, thall lurely be led to thar, which 1s belt. for his profir, and 
noſt tor his pratte and commendation, 
Confurarion of then thattake' impieric andfrowardnefſe to be © © x 
2 FR to preatnes ana glory: they ye it as ſtirrop wherebv they : 
0pe. to Mount yÞto wealth and prefermeny: they Coubr norbur 
© o purchaſe projperitic with the fale of ialuation. Foolith men 
they are(and yet how many then doe we cenfure tor foily?) Is glo- 
ry bequeathed by the diucil; and 15 hell becomethe place of hap» 
pInefle,that they will haue nothlog to doe with God, leatt they 
ihuuld live in reproach, and lie fromwards neauen: as though®uc 
very wayt, wauld be their yndomng? 
inlicuſtion to them that are in want, and jgnom.ny, to xa» 
G4 ._ mine 
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_ ther be ye afraid of their rebukes, For the math halleate them wp 


the duit, orrather bee repured as duſt on the ground-V Vhat then 


alcend aboue the Rarres, to the heauens; when they ſhall be more 


48 — PR OY E 25. Chap.13. 
mine wel from whence their pouertic and diſgrace ariſeth, & how I 
their hearts and wayes are dilpoſed« Are they godly? ate they re. 3 


ligious? haue they an hearing care? haue they a tradable mind to 


_ beruled by the word? There is no cauſe why they ſhould be trou- - 


bled with their afflictiss: the ſame is meant to the, which wasſpo- 


kentorie Smirnians, / bnow they works, and tribulation,and pourr - 3 
tie, but thou art rich. And that allo wherewith ſarah did animate I 


the deipiled Saints of his time : Feare ye nor the reproch of men net- 


ltke a garment, and theworme ſhall eate them /ihe wooll, Bnt are | 
their hearts empty of pract, as well as their houſcs of ſubſtance ? - 


— hauc they no goodnefle in their liues, as they haue no goods to 


line by? Then ir gocth hard with them, and ic may be tcuely ſayde, 


that they xreſhamefully behind hand;8& in milerable want. What I | 


though Parldid reioyce in his pouertie, andthe more commens 
ded {ome of the Churches for theirs? Yea, what though lejus 
Chriit hunſelfe became poore, and had nor ſuch ore of poſſciſhe 
ons as many other men haue? yet it doth nor lefſen the ſhame ot 


____ theſe irteligious vnthrites, whom God plagued with begperic for Mo 
= ts and they by {intulneſſe make themſielues tro be Z 
t beopers, 7 
-— Confolationto ſuch, asfor their faithfulneſſe in the ſeruices of 
___ God,or lowneſſein their outward cate, are contemned in the 
world, Though they ſceme moſt abiect and foriorne creatures, and 
__ beecuery where < 
_ yetthey [hall not want honor from the Lord,though they be with - 


i{countenanced of men of great counteance- 


out proportion among men, They may hauc free excefle ar all 
times tothe preſence of the Lord, the doore is ncuer ſhur againſt 
them.nor they bid co ſtand back,or be gone. Andthe Angels ne» 
er think themiclues too good to beare them company, nor them 
t00 bale ro be guarded by chem, Good mens tongues doe praiſe 
them; and bad mens heartes doe feare them; and all mens conſci- 
ences which know their wayes, doc iultific them» This is their 
Fate now arthe worlt, even while they grouel on the ground in 


{hill berheir con.hft00 in mumeto come ar the bett, when they ſhal 


plorious 


Verſe.t9 ProOveres: | 355 


glorious then Angels, when they ſhall bee like vnto Teſus Chriſt 
lunſelfe?. Though the Lordthen doc ſometime rebuke vs by lus 
word, when weare worthy to be blamed: though he {mite vs with 
his hand, whenour faults deſerue correRtion : rhough the wicked 
erideysin ſcorne, both inreipect of the word and corrections + 
yet the honour wherewith we are graced prefently, and the glory 
wherewith-weſhall becrowa:d hereafter, will juperabundantly 
countetuaile all, | : 


Verſe,r9. Adefire when it commeth is pleaſant tothe ſoule:but nt 


is abrommationto fooies,to depart fromentil, 


# Be {entencedependeth ypon the verſe afore going, where: 
the promiſe in the latter clauſe of thar, is amplified by the et= 
fectinthe former ofthis : tor there it is faid,that hee which regar- 
aeth correttion (hall bee honoured; and here it is added, rhar when 
{ucha detirable gilt is beſtowed, hee {hail hauc toy with his ho- 


zour which obtaineth it. Andthe threataingin the former clauſe 


of that, is aggrauated by the cauſe in the latrer of this ; for there ir 
i5 ſaid, char pouertie & ſhame ſhalbe co him that refuſerh inſtruc» 
tion; and here it ig prooued to be iuſt and equall, that it ſhould be 
ſo, becauſe he is wholy deuouted and viuen ouer to wickednelle.. 
' Theconcrence and a greemen: of one part withthe other will be 

che more euident, if oat be jupplyed which is vnderſtood in both. 


Itis abhominztion to wiſemen to continue in cuill,and therefore 


the defite accompliſhed will delignc their foule: andit is abhomt» 
nation tgyjovles to depart from emil, and therefore the puniſh» 
ment inilicted will corment their foules, - 
e Though godly inen have many diſcomforts inthe performance 
al their duties, yer they ſhall beall recompenced with gladnefle; 
when they recciue their reward, | | 

The delay of their hope and deſires, is nor fo bitterand tedious, 
asthe inmoying thereof will be ſweet and comfortable. This poiat 
hath geen already handiedin the tenth chapter, v. 28. vpon theſe 
words: Tre patient ab:dins of the riohreomn ſhall be oladneſſe- 


* 


DoT,2. 


T Bui it ts abhominationts faotes, cc, Nothing is more offeniiue 
to Wicked men,than ta be brought io goodnefle. x IM 
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-Job.20.12-- 


E Provunss,  Chapr3. 
It is death yntothema to take a good way, and to bee honeſt: 


they will rather depare with their credit and comtort,and wealth, 


and laftic,and ſaluation; than with their old acquaintance, their 


deace and wellbeloued ſinnes. Were2d in the P{almes, that God 
{cad totenshed : Theuhateſt tobe reformed, & haſt caft my words 


belamd thee. He doth notlay to their charge,ſo little as negli-ence, 
that they had not yet amended their lines; but as much as ob{rina- 
cy that they would not : as rebellion in behaniour,thar they ſhew. 
ed comempt to his words: as buternelle of heart, that they decele 
ted all whoieſome crudirion. | 
F1:R, this may bee ſeehe by their demeanour, towards ſuch as 
would draw them out of cheir injiquitics, and perſwade them to 
holy and Chriflian conuerfation. How doe they fret and ſcornear 
them? how paſſionate and birrer doe they grow againſt them, as it 
they hadotfered ſome great indignitie vnto them? 
Ir is truely verified inthe molt which the Lord teſtifieth againſt 
the Uraclites, #hen { would haue healed !ſracl, then the miquitte of 


 Enram was 4iſcouenred, and the wickedneſſe of Samaria- When 


cir faults are ſpoken againit, they ſtand as ftifly for them, as 


they would for their deareſt triendes, traduced by make-baites, 


V Vhen they are diflwaded from Sathans ſeruice, they more abhor 
the motion, then to be inticed to diſloyaltic by traytors- The So- 
domites were as violent againſt Zoe, dehorting them from their 
finne, as if he had been found ſubyerring their Cirie, 

Seconely, this groweth from the great loue they beare to cuill, 
and:cne good liking which they hauc of it: Zopharin the Book of 
{ob- ſpeaking ot euery ſuch one, ſheweth that wrekednes 15 ſweet 
inhis month, andhe hideth u unde r his tongue,aud fauoureth it,and 
wil not forſake it, And Dawid laith, that pride is a chaine vnto them: 
4nd cruelite conereth them it a garment, Saint Paul calleth 
1nncs by the name of members ; and our Saujour compareth 
tem co our right hand,or right eye, Now then they ſeeme to haue 


realon to (tick to theirlinſuinefle : for whocan take it wel co haue 
7 : "4. > . , 
1:5 meat plucked out of his mouth, orchaine oft his neck, or his 


coat from nis back,or his limmes from his body, or his eyes out of 


his head?Ye offer violence to his lite,tt ye reftraine him of hisluſts, 


Ascucry god!y manhacha double lite; one of grace, and an _ 


- 


Verſe, fo PrROvenss. 57 
of nature; ſo hath euery wicked man alſo two liues,oneofnature, 
another ofcorruption,and- he is for the moft part, equaily {enſibie 
of thern both. 

Thirdly this cauſeth reformation of life ro be ſo much diſtal 
ted, becauſe itis ſolittle exerciſed: they which wil enter into that 
way, muſt trauell almoſt ſolitary; having fewe companionstogor 
along with him. And this S./o: ceftifieth ſaying; We know that we 
are of God, and the whole wor/d lyeth im wickeneſſe, And yer that 
were nocio muck; if che multicude *f thethat live in theirlewd- 
nes, would permitthem to paſſe peaceably, chatincline to Jeaue 
their lewdaes. Bur whoſocuer will not run with them to the ſame 
excelle of rior, mult looke to bee malicioully depraued, and con- 
remptuouſly derided,inſomuch that //azas faith, that heiwhich re. 
fraineth fromeuill, doth cauſe himſelfe to bee couneds madde 
man. 


r.loh,s !a 1 ; 


Tis $3:t% 


Jaſtructionto labourtfirſt,co heale them of their folly, whom 7.x, 


we would hauec holpen out offtheir faults. They will never be wil- 
ling to relinquiſh their wickednefſe ynrill they be brought to im- 
| brace wiſedom- The idolatrous Epheſians had the ſame nature 
with the Chiiſtians, and the Chriſtian Epheſians had been ſubie&t 
to the ſame corruptions with the idolaters, and yer the one ſors 
hauing learned Chrift, did caſt offcheir Gatnll conuerſation, as an 
oid rotten, and ragged garment : and the other hauing their vn- 


derftandings darkned, kept on their filthinefle fiill, and Joloriedi in. 


it, asif it had beene a precious ornament, When mention was 
made of diſgrace offercd to their deuilliſh idole Drana, they came 
running together,on an hurry,and bellowing for herglikea tumul- ' 
tuous drouec of Oxen, 

Mens wayes can neuer be good, bile: their hearr is without 
{oundnefle,and the heart can never be ſound, whiles the minde is 


without judgement, As theretore it commeth ro paſle,that fomas». 


ny looſe their labour in attem; 2tng unpoſſtbilities, inſecking to 
draw ypalappeof knowledge and wiſedome , our of the roate 


* "Het * ” 
11CI;36s 


of ignorance and folly. They would haue ke people to Lee ac 


their backe, ready to forbearc euery cull which they! torbid, and 
to pertorme all the duties which they requires and yer not io 
meddic wi;h religion, or hauc any dealing with ſermons or Scrip= 

FH y cure. 
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_ ture. So they wouldhiuetheir words obeyed, andGods refifted: 
_ they would have their ownewilles ſatisfied, rather then the 
__ toules ofthe parties ſaued; bur ſo they ſhall find them{ſelues croſ. 


ied; and their commandements viterly contemned, And beſides 


_ this, we may learn tolooke for ſtrong encounters when we aſlauir 


the holds of Sathan, and firikeat fhnne: wee mult prepare for a 
ſharpe conflict; a ſhore skirmiſh and bickering will nor ſuffice to 
vanquiſh him. Ir isexpedient to bring with vs all fort of weapons 
and munition to this battaile + eſpecially cood arguments tocon- 
uace te rartirs whom we deale with; thar,that which appeareth 
in ſhew to be abhominable, may be proowedin truth tobe reaſo- 
nable and neceſſarie. And withall it muſt be prouided, that pa- 


— nence beenot wanting : for thar wil help to winthoſs atthelaſt, 


which cannot be induced to yeeld ar the firlt :and that will bee a 
meanes to protect ys from the ſtroke of: the clamorous outcryes 


_ which are Ike to bemade againſt vs. If it be thought an abhomi- 
— nable courſe forthem to depart romeniil ie wilbe rudged an cxe- 
_ erablecrime forvs to perſwadethem ro it, S,Perer ſaith, that they 
_ will ſpeake euit of them which leauc their focietic and fellowſhip, 


and therefore much more will they doc foof vs, which both leauc 
itour feules, and lead away others in like maner with vs, 
Coniolation for them to whom nothing isfo acceptable, as 
power againſt finne: and nothing fo fearefull,as backeſlidmeg from 
grace, Which againt# their corruptions cry out with the Apoſtle ; 
Who ſhall del;uer me framrhu badly of death? and tor conſtanepers= 


 feurrance,do rray with the Prophet; E/{abltſh me with thy free [pi 


rir, When ctill 1s asloathſome to them as apriſon, when: corrup= 
tion is as bitter as death, when their hope of ftabiſtieandtreedom 

ependerh on the ſpirit, how valikeare theſe men to the tooles 
whichahhorre goodaes? what though they loath not Gintuinefle 
with {o 2r2ata detetiation as Paul dd? what though: racy lovg 
not for 2race, wich fo ardent a deiire as Dau dic? Yet if they 


: hate Enlcrnc'y, co Rge venemen: ly;or pray for the ſprite 
arniully, thovehnet 19 feruen: ly; tney have witecome 1nthe 


fame natureand kind thar theſe holy men had,thoughnor 18 tf;c 
lame degree and meaiure, | 


Veiic 


Verſe.20. ; PROVERES, 2 » 58 


Verſe.20, Te that walketh with the wiſe. ſhall be the wiſe but he 
that v/eth the con;pany of fooles ſhall be the worſe. 


Y walking hecre with the wiſe,is meant tie ſociety and con- 
: 7 Sg with wile men,znd chat is meancs of knowledge oe 
yertuous behamour tether [that have ,and vſe the oportuniy of It, 
and ſo thereby they are made the better: wheres on chic aber fide, 
uy that aſſociar themiclues with fnfull fooles, andioyhe intel. 
lowlhip with the wicked,are more corrupted with tin and folly,. E:42 
and jo become the worſe. 
F Much helpe,or hure doth come to men ,bythe company which TCH 
they frequent» NG 
 Alllorts cf companibns are marker mon,and they viſually traf- 
fique together, when they mecte together, whetherthey bee oood + 
cr bad,the wares being commonly precious ,or vile, according to 
the diſpoſi itions of the perſons which viter them» When the Þ; A-. 
het would approue himſclfe to God,to bee diligent to feeke him, 
and faithtull ro ferue him, he ſheweth it by this? that hee was @ © 15 of3s 
companion to all themrhat; feared him,and kept his precepts. When 
he would cleere himf: Ic x faiſhood and guile, of rebellion and 
wickednes:hee vrgeti it as a forcibie argumenr,that hee had mor, _ 
 baumcdwith 1.4m perſons; neitherkepte Company 7 ith the diſſem- ISO Ye 
blers,Whenhe WG profeiic his integrity and vprighines, with 
defire thatihe godly ſhoulde nor dc hea cfhis Fandine: nor the 
wickedbaue hope of his Hiling:he maketh his minde manifeſt | n 
this manner: Awate from 7:6 ye wicked: for { will keepe the commane 
dements of my God. 
Firtt,the id loas and faithfulnes that is in cO0U MEN;MA- 
xerh them mercitu;land helptull to their. companions. No wen 
are ſo itherall 2s they and chey arenort more loerall of anyinng 
tian of whole'ome couniatle; and incourzgrmments to piciy 2 and 
witedomes They are moſtreadye alwares to beftorwe tha At, which is 
ot oreatelt yalue ,and will yrceid their triengs moe large it comftorte, 
Such as are cruelty religious, do ci{teem 1t 2 greater g411c to Procure 
{cules roGod,andincreate rothe Chwrch,and graceio ther bre= 
waren, thanto oct Wealtn and promotion OE ir owne leiuves. © 
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TE PrRovaRes. . Chap12; 
Andthe wickedon the contrary part are no lefſe buſie then they 
though not ſo well occupied:forthey beſtir themſclues about their 
maſters work,to corrupt all that haue fe!low(hip with them,and to 
draw as many as they canpoſſibly,inro their fellowſhippe.It is no. 
ted in diuers thatare infected with the peſtilence, or other foule 
_ diſeaſes, that they are very deſirous ro infeRt their neighbours :and 
ſoiscucry onethat hath the plague fore of ſinne running vppen 
_ kimhe wiſherhſand would worke it al'o, if it lay in his power) 
_ thatall the world were overwhelmed with iniquity, Our Sauiour 
> condemning the notable wickednefle of the Gntull P hariſes, doth 
+ _ chargethisvpon them as one marke of yngratious miſcreants,that 
Mat2;,rs, they would compalſe ſea andland to make oneproſelite,and when he 
was made they would make him twofold more the childe of hell then 
 themſelues, ie | 


of men that are indued with heauenly wiſdame, which alſo by 
the bleffing of Gods holy ſpirit doth worke effectually in many 
_—  thatliue with them: That which they lay is very forcible to illumt. 

. natethemiade, and quicken the heart :and hat which they doe 
is of greatimportance as a preſident for theire actions, and a pat- 


nn _ doth make them betcerſighted, which ſce them with good li- 
————,,. king:andthe looking vpon ſuch examples, isa means ro make 
___ - thebeholderslikeynto them. And forthis cauſethe Queene of 
- Snebadid ſo much admire the preferment of Sa/omer: attendits: 
'* Happie, ſaith hee, are thy men, and happy are theſe thy ſernaunts 
which ſtand before thee alwaies andheare thy wiſedome, And inlike 
manner there isa yenome 1n the workes and wordes of the vn- 
godly, which as the Apoſtle ſaith, doe fret /ike a gangrena, and 
mens foules are much more ſubiectco the contagion of ſfinne, 
_——____ thantheirbodiesareto any diſeaſes. Oh, how many waics, and 
by what degrees doth miſchife and ruine grow to them which 
————___ haunttheir company? The yſe of hearing of lewd or blaſph:mous 
+  fpeechesd> quickly quench zeale, and make them fecmero 
b= nothing off-nfne. The cultoine of ſceing of abhominable prac- 
_— riſes, dothquell theyr harredof them, that they can be lookers 
- - on without ditlike, Ando from the eare intime commeth con- 

| | ragion. 
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Secondly,there is a certaine vertueiathe words and behauiour 


_ terne for their waies. The brigktneſſe of their ſhining verrues 


Verſe.20. | PRrROVERES, or 


cavion to the tongne: andfrom the ete infection proceederh to 
the hand,chat that which they heare they will fpeake, and that 
which they ſee they wil doe. Moreouer though there were in them 
betore, fume good opinion of Godly men,and Chriſtian exerciſes 
yer when they ſhall dayly heare them ſpoken againſt.and ic lied ar 
and none rorcture the {Jangers: or reproue the ſcoffing,it will at 
length c{trange ,and vtterly alicnatethir atte tion from them. Whe . 
24 vrand 15 taken out of ihe fire and calt intothe ſnow or raine, it 
cannot but be extinguiſhed at laſt, though it blazed munch ar the 
t{t-And adde yet thistoallthereft,tnat they ſhall nor onely bee 
peruented dy the grofſle tinnes and vices of the wicked ,bur allo in- 
chanted by their cuil! qualities, and ſeeming virtues, It there be any 
natural or counterfeit humilicy,or patienceor courage,ot liberality 
or juch like theſe ſhall gjue countenance to their filthicft cortuptt- 
ons,and make them both tollerable,andimitable, i S 


Inſt:uction to them that fincerely affect vnderftandine, and 


truly deſire be made wiſe to faluation,that they do not only reade F. ſect, 


good books, frequent duuine ſeruice & heare good ſermons, but 
likewiſe keepe good company-. for thar is alſo one ordinance of 
Godfor theinformation of men in his waies He would haue Joſus 
prepared for gouernment by Moſes, and Eliſha for propherſhipby 
Elyah;8& the deſciples for Apoitlethip by Chriſt, The ichools ofthe 
prophets were fir ieminaries for the miniftery that was vader the 
law,& the vniuerhies are meetnurceties for 5 mimiſtery that js vn= 
der the Goſpel, & godly ſociety hath bina forcible helpro Chriſti- 
an conuer {ation ar ai! rimes. What 1s defirable thar is not thereim 
to be found? They whole minds are ignorant,may there haue a dit- 
ly market to buy knowledge,and that good cheape with ante mo» 
ney,or charges, They which are detracted with doubtes, may there 
baue meanes fortheir reſoluion, toridde them our of their per- 
plexitics, They which are dull & lumpiſh,may there find ſuch quic: 
ning,as whereby their {pirirs may be made treth and my Tocy 
which are:n feares and angmſh, may there recoucr comfort, and 
be deliuered from their agonic and terrours. And aimuch heedful- 
netlc is to be vied for the abadoningof bad companions ,leatt they 


be meanes to quench good defires in them as falt as the godly kin-. 


de them, Thele which would be ſaued from damnatis.sS. Peterads 
: | 14 
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62 Provanss Chap.13. 


{heh to ſaue themſeines from afroward geneneration, 2.This doth 
teach men warines, and 2reat circumipection for tacir houſes:that 
they giue not entertainment to wicked tooles,that will infe& heir 


families withthe leprojy of lewdnes. One ſinful ſeruant that dwels 


leth in cheir houſe: or one graceles gheft char haunterh-cheir houſo, 
may quickly peruert theite whole houſhould: as a /zerle /euer lea» 
weneth the whale lum: , Wee arc lo prouident for our 


_ beaſtes, that wee will not permitte ſuch others as haue 


coneazious diſeaſes to eat with them, or to ſtand with them,& {hal 
weoc leffe car2tull for our triends, for our {ernants:for our childre, 


for our Mccteilowes,for our {clues, tor rac [tate of our [-lues? Shall 


plagy perfons haue hibecry to open their hotches,and carbuncles, 
among our - people , andin our prelicnce, and at our yery ta- 
bles? _ | | | | | 

zprovfe of them that make no difference ofany company ,the 
wor't are as welco nz to rhein as the b={t, and fools as much made 
of as wiſe men.Eicher they know ao wiſedoms, or deſire it noc: 
eytacrthey diſcera not of folly,or fear it not,otherwiſe they would 
no: aimuch affzt of an vnſauory ſtinck, as 2 comfortable wel- 


ſpring. And many areiultly ro be charged with this fanit z who hay 
_ _ uing choile of {eruices,or habitatione, or matches, conſider not 
_ - Where are the godlieſt people to converſe with, bur where is the 


greateſt wages,or moſt commodity to bee gained, and ſo manye 


__ place themſcluesortheir children oftentimes in Sodom it {elte,a- 
__ ___ mong Papiſts,andidolaters,among the blaſyhemers, & Sabbath 


_ ___ breakers,among whoremongers,and drunkar«s,among all ſorts of 


wicked perſons,Sume adioyne themſelues to fuch as neighbours, 


____ ſomeasſeruants, ſome as yokeſellowes,of whome it maye bee 
© eruclye aide according to the prouerbe.that they gerte the duel 
———____ andall.Andrhisjis a finne fo much che more hainous, it they bee de- 


- hohted withtheſe yenemous companions. Asit is tobee ovfer- 


u2d in anumnber, thatno wine 1s ſo lweete vnto them, as the'com- 
paiy anJ ralke of: cuth ins, and tcoff-rs,and no _vineger lo tatrt,as 
che prelence and & conterence of ſuch as feare God, 


F 


Verſe, 


Perſe,2t | Paovernss | 63 


Verſe.zr.E will punſuet h ſnners:but that which 5 900d rawaraerk 
the as 


Teal is meant the puniſhment of ſinne which is reſembled to 

the rauenous, ftrong,and ſ{witt kinde of creatures,and wicked 
men,tothem that are weaker, and flower,and ſo chaſed by them, 
and made their prey, Now as affliction and miſery wil inthis man- 
ner come vpon the vngodly, as the wages of theire rebellion, ſo 
bleffings,and comfort ſhall come to the g2dlie,as a recompence of - 
their obedience, 

© Sinfull men line in prepetuall perillof dcfiruftion 3ll the dayes Do Ar, 
of thcir lite before they periſh, 

Their daunger foregocth their miſery and miſchiefe which ar 
lalt talleth vpon the zas Thehare runnech in hazard & jeopardy bes 
fore the greyhoud commeth at her,and ſnarcheth her vp» And yet 
the hare doth often outrunne the greyhound, or getteth to ca- 
vert: whereas the wicked can never auoide Gods idgcments, vn- 
leife they auoide their ſinfulnes. For fo doth the Lord threaten in 
thel aw {aying: All theſe curſes ſhall come pon thee, and(hall purſue 

thee & onertabe thee:til{thou be _ —_— chow ebered(ſt not 
the voice of the Lord thy Go. 

Ficft ,che plagues which tollow finners are mighty aud forcib! c, 
FC od lends them, and Angels bringthem,and who can withltand 

them/According (otheir commiſion,they may lirike where they 
will,and when Hewes will, and how they wil, withcutapy refiſtance- 
The Prophet Amos { 1P%a akerh home to this purpole, and dorh fully _ 
confirme our point in hand, The flight ſhall perth from the ſwife, and AM 
rhe ſtrong ſhallnot ſtrengthen his force euber (ball the nughty ſawe © 
15 life. Nor hee that baxdleth the Fa ſhall ſtand. and be that is 
oft of foot ſhall nor eſcape,nen her ſhall he that rideth the horſe [ane 
his life, 

Secan:lly,as they are powerfull nd puiſfant, ſo are they alſo 
iult and righteous. They have purſued their pleaſures, and Pro- 
fittes, and pride, and all tacir Gntuil Iifts, with dehghe, and there: 
foreit | is cquall tha: curies {hould purtue them for puniſhment 
thereof, and elpecially choſe which with violent hands,or virulent 

I | tongues 
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44 . ProvsRas, | Chap.13 3 
_ roneueshaue perſecuted their brechren,Of ſuch men,and of ſuch 
'miſerie, for that cauſe ſpeakerh Damd in one of his Plalmes: The 


- 


40, . _ backbrter ſhall not be eſtabliſhed vpon the earth; eniil ſhall bunt the 


_ ernelimantodefFruttion. | 
-_ Terrourforall them that arein the power of their fins that they 


line in continuall danger of one Rtroke or other, yeaof death;yea 
of d:ttuKon,ver of hell and damnation. Whar time can any of 


them truly ſay, } am now in fafety, as yer Iſhall eſcape Cods vege- 


_ ance? Doethcy not know that nhen they ſhall ſay, peace and ſafe-. 
 t1,chen ſhall come *pon . hem ſudden deſtruttion; as the tranaile vppon 


4 woman ivichechild, and they ſhallnot eſcape» VVho can ſay with 


warrant, lam heere tree from the darr of death,I ſhall furely carry 


my ſeite from henec:my life ſhail;nor beraken away in this places. 
Can any houſe,can any fort,can any caue,can any place ypon the 
earth,or in che earth,or aboue the earth, kcep back Gods curſe, and 
make a 'craration berween finne and milerie?-If the one be ler in, 


rhe other will notbe {Hur our:tor it hath right and might ro come 
10 M5 Companion , Paradiſe cou!d not prinledge our firſt parents 


from the puniſhment, after that they committed the faulr:& heaue 


- coutdnor help the reprobate Angels againſt their damnable condi- 


_ ton,whenghey had fallen inco rebellion. {And who can (ay and 


makeirgooud,at any repaſt or recreation? ] ſhall continue this feaſt, | 


' or game,or {port:to the end, before my fall andrimne?this delighte 
... ſhallnotbe incerrupted and broken off by teare & torment betore 
it befully finiſhed? Doe they not remeberthar the wrath of God 
came vponthe luſting Ifraclices in the wildernes,whiles they were 
eating the dainties which they ſo much defired,thar he ſlew 5 ftro- - 
geitot them, with mear mm their monthes; Was not Ammon , [Davids 


wicked lon, killed in his own brochers koule at table ar a banquet 


when his hart, was moſt merry with wine? 


Ad noucion to atten their conuerfiontothe Lord, that theyre 


- fpeedy repentance may outiunne the plagues, and ttay them in 


cue feafon:their humiliation comming into the preſence of Gad, ; 


-de{cretheemlls do com: ar them, The Niniuites dealc wiſely this 
- wues;waen t2ey vnder{tood by /onah thar their deiolati6 appro- 
—__ _  ehedſonecte yatorhemythey foorthwith Yer theml-lues to flye 
—-—  tronitandwith all cxpeaition fe!l ro falting, and by that meanes 


PIeucns 


PerieQ21 * Paoyzernas 65. 


preuentcd it. lt isnot fafe for the humed beaſt to ſtand fill, when 
the ronger that ſeel:eth his lite, hath him in purſuire, and much 


lefſe for wicked men to be ſecure, when the vengeance ofthe Al- F., 17 


migfity doth follow them. Ii they ſay, we haue power ,and friendes 
and are well able ro Rand for our ſelues, letithem remember thar 


which hath bin formerly handled,that though bandioyne i in hand, Pro x. 2h ;: 


the withed ſhall not be vnpumſhed, The tronget} wether in ihe fol d, 


and all clic reſt of the lock with him ,cannot incounter with the 


Lyon.It they ſay, we haue policy mad plots to heip our ſelues by, 


and know how to pronide tor our (atety,let rhem know that rher i 15 


no wiſedome nert her vnd: HAR, nor counſell againſt the Lora, Prout.3% 
Jt they {ay why [hould we now bee more afraid then hitherto wee 

hauc deene?We walked in the fame way betore,and the ſame pu- 
niſhments were threarned b<fore,und fithence wee had no huretill 

this timc,whathkelyhoodisthere,that it wil come heeratter,cipe- 

cially our preſent fate being ſo proſperous. Let themeontider, 

that in the couſethe poorc hunted creature,though varcaſonables 

is noryer ſo filly asto thinks, thar there is no pur! ute atter her, T 
becauſe thee ſceth no perill before her, her feare isin regacde of Be, 
thar, which followerh at her heeles: and not of that which is 
inviewe other cies, And the longer they haue eſcaped, the 

lefler time remaineth to eſcape _; as the beaſt 1s nearer to her 


death, towardes theendot che couric, then ar the firft {crting — : 


foorth. 

Jr is the argument which Saint Peres yſcth to proue, that the 
 perdition of fuch umpious pert 'ons, approacheth on taſt, and is ar 
hand, becauſe that #w//gement long o_ was not far offy and *rhere 
danmation ſleepetb not, that is, hath beene iournying towardes 
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them cuer fince,both night ,and day,without any tay or 1ncermilli- [4 - ; 


on, - 


E& But that which is good,C3c ) They which doc God good ler- 
ice, ſhall be recompenced with 902d wages,Sce Chap, 11,198.00 
theſe wordshee that {oweth vig/1conſueſſe ſhall recerue a ſure 16+ 
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80. = PaQVERBS, We ; Chap.r3 


Verſe,22, A good man hhallleaue inheritance to his childrens chil. 


' dren bui the riches of the ſumer ts laide wp for the inſt . 


He meaning is, that the eodly perſonnotonely himfelfe in - 
Hoyerth his goods whilſt he lmyerh:but when he dyeth ,leaueth 


the ſame to his children: in ſuch fort, as that aifo theire children 


thro'1gh Gods mercy inherir the ſame. Againe, the wicked man 
is ſo far offirom leauing his goods to his poſterity,as that by Gods 
providence they ofrencimes are rolled from Mm ypon the righte- 
ous perion; who is 35 it were his heyre againſt his will, Yer this is 
not foro be taken,as though itheld yaiuerſally and perpetually in 
curry perſon .Many g00d men haue no children at ali; many good 


men haue no children ſuruiuing them:many good mens poſterity 


endeth in their immediare iſſue: many good men leaue their chil- 
dren poore and in meaneeſtate,So on che conrrary fide.diuers wice 
ed men leaue theirlands and riches ro their owne children,though 
impious alſolike their pirents:and they conuecy chem to their leed 
after rhE,wiiich in like manner poſleile chem, as the Propher laith 
in the Pſalm - Them fulleſt therr belhes with rhme hidtreaſure:their 
childre bane enomghgC+ leaue the reft of their ſnbſtance for their chil» 
' dre, Burhe ſpeaketh of that which cometh ofts to paſſe.though nor 
alwaies, & which are the readieſt meanes for ſuch eff:ts, He rhar 
would prouide well for his poſterity,cannot finde out any waye lo 
good for his childrens eſtategas to be godly himlelte. And if 5 Lord 
withhold that bleſſing from him,he may recompence it by making 
his cnildren inheritors of grace and ſaluation:andif eytier he gine 
him noctuldren,or children of no piety and goodnes, he will vn- 
doubred!'y counteruaile it with increaf- of heausly gitts and glorie 
tor his owne foule, And he thar gineth himſelfro iniquitc and fin, 
doch as muchas inhimlyech,to lubuert both his eltate and family: 
andif that both rand, notwithſtanding the courle he taketh, ro 
bring them to ruine,then as Daurd laid in the torereciced Plaline, 
his portzen 1s only mbs Gife,and his puniſhmentreferued eo bee the 

| largerin the world to come. 1 | 


4 
& They make thebelt prouiſion for their poſterity, which inrich 
themiclues with piety and goodaes, 


OCR SRD Ee Un 7K SR 


4 5 


Verſa2n _ Prnovenns. 67. 
If men would ſo prouide parrimonies for their children, they 


might hope that the Lord would become their executor, & faith= 
fully performe their bequeſts. If by this meancs they would come 


paile luings for their oftpring, they ſhould haue leflecauſeto fear 


the alienation of thern from their houſes ; and to incumber them- 


{clues,and their ſeed with ſo many Intailes, Plentitull experience. 


hereof is ro be found in the Scr) ptures, eſpecially concernine the 
progeny of «Abraham andV/{aack,and [acob, whom God abun- 
dantiy bleſſed with "large p 
many hundred yeers together. | 

It is one part of that happineſle, wherewith God doth often re- 
compence the pierie and godlines of his ſeruants zaccorging as is 
promiſedin one of the Plalmes : Bleſſed is rhe man that feareth 
the Lord, and delighteth greatly im his commandements. Flus ſecede 
ſhall/be might vpon 4, | 
bleſſed. : 

Secondly, good men will gettheir goods well; and vie them 
well: they ſhew to cthers commonly mercy and liberalive; and 
that returneth and continueth both ypon themſelues and theirs 's 


tteritic ; and ample poflefſions, tor 


Reaſon 1. 


Palezrz.t, 


2: the geneyation of the rrghteou ſhall bee 


whiles their owne foules are giorifiedin heauen, the Rate of rheir 
iflue is made proſperous on carth, Their receiuings fo farre Jur-. 


mount their be{iowings, during the time of their being here; and 
yet aSit werean annuitie is farchtully confirmed,and cuely pettor- 
med ynto their polteritie after them. He & (aith Dama, encr mercs- 
full and lendet h, and his ſeed mioyeth the bleſſmg, | 

- Thirdly, godly men.will in ſuch manner educate and traine yp 
their children, that they {hall bee infiructed how to order them. 
ielues and their fubtance, fo as God ſhall be pleaſed with them: 


Pal. 37.26. 


3 


and the Church holpen by them, and they preſerticd as (rtfull. 


plants,co {end toorth ſeed and iciencesto the ſucceeding genera- 
tions. See the 21. Verie of the 1 r.chaprer,for ocher reatons , and 
the v{cs of thispoinr, where it hach been more largely handledin 
the ſecond doctrine, ST 

C Butthe riches of the finner,c3c, ) That which the wicked do get, 
is oftimes appointed for the podly toenioy, _ | 


The yngodly hath the burthen layd vpon him, to bring goods. 


together,and the righteous hath che prerogariue given vnro him, 
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1 Paovenne -: Chap.13. 


 kovienem, Andiris not anew faſhiontake yp of late, for wicked 
men to worke for the ſeruantsof God, but it hath bin auncientlye, 
time our of mindeinformerages. The Egypcans took great payns 
to ſowe andreape and prepare corne, tor [acob and his famnly,& 


. werethemſclues pinched with grear PO whiles hee and his 


* houſhold were plentifully repleniſhed With it, The Canaanites 
built houſes forthe [ſraclites ro dwel in:and planted vi 1eyards for 
the liraclices to eace the fruicofzand divged wells for the ]lraclices 
ro drink the water of:and prepared many pleaſant chuiges for the 
Iſraelites to have the enioymenc of, Neyther was it 1 caſs peculiar 


rothem ,as though ic had been an accident not (eenc before; nor © : 


2 
 liketo fall out againeatterwards,bur ſob declarerh 1. be a iudg- 


menr due to all wicked worldhags,and ordi 1ari! iy Hicted vppon 
them,vnletle there be a commurartion of it, tor {ome other more 


1” 16. orieuqus puniſhment: 7h, ſaith he.z rhe portion of 4 wicked man 


with God and the heritage I ants,which they ſhallrecerue from the 
Almightie: Thourh he ſhould heape {i Guts hs ths anjt.and prepare r us 
ment 4s the clay; Fle may prepare u,out the mit al; put it on,and ie 
| innaceveſinl dracierhe filner. 

- Firſt,the Lord hack 11 his power,the harts,and hands,and wayes 
and lucceſſ=,and iudttance of the wicked to diipsic of at bis will, 
heemaketh them doe whart picaſeth him.and co ſpecde as plea- 
ſec1 him,and their giinesro be beffowed as oleaſerh hun - and 
ke hath decreed that they ſhall libour hard and get ii.uch & ſpend 
little, and all for the coodot th: : godiy. So fait'? Salomon inthe 
| booke of Ecclehaſtes Surely to. man that ts "_ in hu fight, God 
gmeth wrſdom?.and knonledgye,and wne:bur ro the ſinner hee gimers 
pameto gather, and to oe) to giue ts him that is good before 


God. 
Secondly the Pe xe the Gnx Sf Cod, and fellow -hcirs both 


_ ofhemen & earth together with Jeſus Chriſt: & the finners but as. 


- flaues &bondmen in the houſe {to make the beſt of theve eltare) 
& rherc tore all thar they have, anda'l har they doe is deſtinated £0 
the vic,and behalfe of rac chiidren, 
Thi + yatu't mon williuntlyalminRer,& Shots of thoſe things 
winch God com aitetit varo ! the.fortic Harte cance othis (cruice, 
and clic reirclhiag af his ſeruancs ,Waereas the wicked doe cy:het 
| | peruert 


Ver( 0.22 PROVER®S. 69 
peruert chem to Fnſull abuſes,or els Cerzine them from all vſe, and 
therefore it is inf with the Lord tro tranfſerre them from fuch yn- 


riobrecus ſtewards tothe handes of thoſe, which will more faithe 


fully dif ence them» Andaccorging t© this, is rhat ſaying in the 


etoht and rwcentierh chapret: He that encreaſes hu riches by vſarie Prov, 28 8. 


and intereſt, gathereth them for him that will bee mercefnll tothe 
[92re, : 


aforeiiand for their own maintenance whiles they ! inener portion 
to leaue to ther children whenthey die. Albeit to ſence. and in 
mens fight their caſe feemeth miſerable; yet to faith, and in Gods 
preſence their ate is comfortable. VVhar doth their need require. 
that cannot, or ſhall not be reacily ſuppiyed, when it 1s expeatient 
and ſeaſonable for them? there is corne & graive enough to make 
chem bread: there is ereat Rore of fleſh and fruites for theix food :. 
there is plentic of "wool, and flax, and fuch hike meanes for their 
apparell: there are diuers oung and houſes for rheir habirati= 
on; there are many purſes andbagges repleniſhed with meney for 
their neceſſaiic y{es. So long 25 cthers abound with plencie, it is 
unpoſſible tor them to periſh with penurie. Good men in mercy 
wil minifter vneo them : cuill men yppon necefſitie, muſt prouide 
for them : for to that end, both they them(ſelues, and thole things 
. which they haue, are Sided of God, 
lnftrua&tion not tobe diftempered withenuie or anver,or feare, 
Dr any other kind of paſſions, when we fee {inners gather riches in 
ny ,and keepe them in holes; thence the feruanrs of Ged ſhall 
have the fruition of them, Hath the childe any cauſe to repineat 
the greatnefle of the flocke, which is inthe charge of his fathers 


heepheard? or at the jummes of moncy which are in the handes . 


ct bis farhers baht fre? Heſter and Mordecay, could brooke no man 
elle then Haman, apd yet they had no realon to orudoe ar the 
bu 119ing avd furnitare of his houſe, though ic was it: rmpruous: De 
cauſe he therein did on. ly make t Souiion forthem- 


Toft. 
Admonition to thole {im; le per! ons, whom ptofperitie doth fo Fclter.8.1,2, 


much} pufte yp,and make to 2 ell;thar rhey l-2rne more moderati.. 
on 2nd lobrietic. The king of Babel was mſily taunted formerea- 
fins that which was not his, & for lading himeife ev 1th thicke clay, & 


why 
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Conſolation for iuſt men, thou ch poore; having neither Rlocke Vje.i- 
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70 b Provenes, * | chep.13. 


why then doe not theſe that are fo proud and hie minded, aſwell 
deſerue to be derided, tor boaſting of that which is not theirs + e- 
__wenofrnicke clay wherewith they hue laden themitlues, / Vere 
ic not _abſurde tor a Tailor to take himicife a better man than 
all his neighbours, becaute hee hach a garment of filke or veluer 
banging in his ſhop; which is put to him cobe mide?orforacom- 
mo 1cow-heard toguercr >w all his maſters, becauſe he hath more 
carcle before him every day than any of them? Let all wicked 
 worldlings knorw.chat che preferimment promiſed tothe Godly. 15 3 
debating threatned againſt them; when the Lord ſaith: The /tra- 
 gers ſhall ftand and feed your ſheep and the ſonnes of ſtrangers ſhall be 
 Jourplow-men and areſſer; of your vines, Theſe Rrangers are they, 
_  thatacerepuredco be thenatiue inhabitants; theſe keepers of the 
ſheepe pretend tobe the owners of the theepe : cheſe plow=men 
and dreflers of vines, take ta:miclu*s ro be Lords of the lands 
and yineyardes, bur the Scripture deſcriberh them according to 
thac which they be; and noc which they chiake co be, or ſeeme to 
bc: for chatis alrogether contrary tothe condition which the Lord 
hatch appointedchem ynto, : 


.._ _  Verſ,z3 Auch foode ts by tillage for the poore : but ſame aye con» 
_ ſumedbymaiſcrenon. 
2 Y foode, he meaneth all ſuch things as are needfull forthe vic 
_ of mans life; and by mach, he ynderfianceth a fir and compes 
-renc meaſure; which diuers times groweth to bee large and ampic. 
-  Andthis do poore men often attaine ynto, wiien they are provi- 
- dent,and diligenttn managing their affaires; and by name inthe 
worke of huſbandrie : 1nd ſo i holdech in all other honeſt and 
lawtull yocations» Now againe one the contrary fidetſome are con» 
ſnmed by marſcretion. For many a0ns who hath a good ftocke, 
and aire liuings, and fiurtull grounds, by negleRing labour,” and 
not ordering things aright, waſtech all that hec hath, and ftailera 
into great want 4nd necetlicie. A. 
EF Alittle with good husbandry, 1s better then a greatpoption 
with vachriftines, by | 
Ic isnor greacly materiall how much men haue to begin mu 
| lg 


s 


Perſer? PROVERES. | ZX 
buthowwell and wi: clye they guide their affaires. He that is pain= 
full and prudent in | his buſtine{Ief norwichitanding his wealth bee 
{mall;is rifingtfrom the botrome cowards the ©0P, and hee thetis 
ms and careleſſc in his (Wte {though his tubiiihce bee greats) 
is talling 16 the top towards the bottom, Tending to this purr Bags 
there are many (entences both in this booke,and inotherylicesof 


Scrivture,as where it is {1id, that by wiſedome an houſe u« buidded, $1c1124.3.44 | 


and with ondey ſtanding it i; ft. iblihed. Aud by knowledge ſhall ihe. 
chambers be filled ahh af pretious and pieaſant riches, By houſe heer, 
like as ciſewhere he mcaneth mcnswhole eftare the fot indie, 
and finiſhing, and furniſhing wherr of being all a{cribed row fe: 
doine (of w hich one ejpectal! pointis to be induiirious}) as is a!fo 


the eftabliſhment and {upportance of it. And contrary. by /lrh= Sci 19.8, 20 


falneſſe[which is a great branche ot folly );heroofe of the houſe 79. 
&h tedecaie.and by idlenes of the hands.the houſe ar: pperh through. 
And for this caule 1s that exortation giuen in the feuT & eventith 


Chapter: Bee dilroent to know the flae of thy flock. andtabe heedg ©. 7, 23s 1 


of the hearas. For riches remaie not alwayes, nor the crowne from 
generation ro generation As it he ſhould hauc ſaid.ler not thy great 
{uftance bring thee to neglectrhine affaires: leaft the ne; Eo - of 

thine 2fazres bring thy gr<at lubFance ronothing, Y Vhat though 

thou haue laroe andample poſ! ſeifions, and divnitte leit to thee 

by thy anceſtors? yer it thou de caries and heecleſic in thy 40» 
vernment, hou art liketo leaue EUTTO wealth,norhoneurto ty 
poltericic. 

Firft, the earth and the fruites thereof'y were ——_ xwelltor Woe 

the poore as therich, and SHPOINeR their vic, ro yeelde rem Gun? IP 
food, who thall pain! fully travueil therein, © is 


Secondly, diſcretion and induftrie, make cnine of feaſons and "> 


places,and oppotriumues, and many communes, which 11eucre- 
tion and idlenefle,cythcr fee nor,or marke not,or get ron, through. 
want of labour and paines tak ig, 

Taudly,the promiſe of b bleffing 'is made to them _tharare Fave: 
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full and <1lgeng, without reſpect of perſons, and the ps niet and 
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© Condlation forpoore beginners, that haue little or nothing to 


__ raketo: if they baue willes torake paines, and wiledome to deale 


diſcreetly and fuithtulnefle to walke yprightly in their callings, Jr 
15 neither ynpolſible nor ynlikely, that beginning with one Cowe 
at fi;{t.chey may attaine to many ar laſt: that one lambve may grow 
to a flocke of ſheepe: that a {mall tenement or cortage, may be rur= 
ned ina free hold or Farme. VV+.en [acob came into Padan A- 
ram. he brought onely his Raffe in his hand: but when hee depar- 
cd thence, he drone away ſundry flockes, and diuers ſorts of cat- 
tle. For God had ordained the fields alwell to maintaine /acob, 
chough he was buta (trangerthere,and iv place of aleruant;as 3: 
did Laban; who was an inhabitaur in the countrey, and had hired 
him onely for his owne turne. And albeit that many diligent men 
fnde northeearrh and their labours to yeeld them luch plentie as 
therby to become opulent, & haue much atorhand,yet how many 
ofthem tail of ſufficiency;as not annually from time totime to be 
rrouided for? And the ifthey be not deſiiture of apparrell, if they 
_ benotdepriued of competent meat and drinks,it chcy wang not 
thoſe things that are needfull tor them, this Scripture 1s truely ye- 
rifiedto the comfort of all that apply themſelues to any good tra- 
uels, that much food 1s by tillage for the poores 
Contutation of them, that when their Rare is ſhrunke,and their 
weal:h conſumed,are as vorighteousin mifplacing their coplaints 
as the yery ynthritty in miſpending their portions, Some part of 


the blame mult !ie ypon the greatneſſe of their charge; ſome vpon. 


thenegliggnce of their ſeruanrs; ſome ypon the {inalnefſe of their 
linings; ſome ypon the vntaithtnlnefſe of them whom they truſted, 
_ and gaue word tort fome ypon the hardnefſe of the fealon,and yn- 

leaſona>lenes of the weather: but nothing vpon cheir owne cuill 
husDangry and fintulnefſe. Burt why did they entertain ſuch talſe 


leruars, & trult luch vofaichiul friends? why would they for often- 


eatio9, burthenthemielues with more intamilie then were need- 
{tw!l? A5 for other cautcs, baue nor ſome ot their neighbours as 
_ INany eniidren, and as lictle lining as they; and that wn the ſame 
— rimes, and paces wherein they hue? And they proſper, anddecay 
Not; ther ſubtagec is augmented, and nor diminiſhed : they haue 
enough forthe owne prefent intoyment, & ſurpluſage tolcaiic 
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Verſe24 PrRovenss. 73 
| Z totheirs after them, Bur tillage, ſay they, which inforceth a ne- 
3 cefſitieof houſckeeping, hath brought ys downe,and therefore we 
lay downe tillage,and giue vp houlckeeping; and ſo wee hope to 
recouer our {clues againe. But fithence God doth commend til- 
lage as profitable ro euery degree, and yeelding foode plentitully 
toall, why doe they craduce it asathingthat were hurtfull, and 
cauſe of vndoing to any? Doth it not come often to patle,thar m 2+ 
E- ny by ouerthrowing of that, doe ouerturne their whole eftare:and 
; they that picke ſuch a quarrell at houſckeeping, are diiuen to 
make falc of all,and leaue themſelues no houſe to keepe ? 
Reproofe of their folly, that thinke the yery hauing of lands, 
and goods ſufficient for perperuall maintenance, howlocuer they 
arderthem; They neuer dreame that wealth is fubic& to waſte, 
when itis not well managed,and char their Race may fall into 2 
confumprion,itit be not heedtuily looked vnto. Hence iris that | 
they are {o greedy to prouide liumgs and riches tor their children; - 
but no wiſedoinand difcretion how to vie them: Nay they traine 
them vpin pride, and Idlenes,andother foule fins, xs though their 
defire were to hane them expert and skcilfull ſpendalls 2 they fet 
them betime, to learne theart and trade of ynthriftines whiles 
themſclues Jiue, that chey may ſwiftly run through their pattimo» 
ny and inheritance, when they are dead, 
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Verſc,24 He that [pareth his rod bateth his ſonne : but hee that 
loweth him, chaſtnerh him betime. | 


[HE that ſpareth his 70d.) which with-holdeth due correQtion @ 
irom his child when it is needfull, bareth 15 ſorne beeommeth 
his eneme, though not in affeRis,yet in eftect, by omitting a qu » 
| tic lo necefſlaric tor his welfare. But be that lonerh him vataniedly, 
with a found affection, andrhe loue of a godly tacher, correcterh 
him betime. The wordes in the Originall tongue are ot greac 
force: for this berzme, which feemeti tobe an aduerbe, 1s there a 
verbe, and fipniticth ro rife timely in the mormng; and diligent» 
lyto fceke: fo thatit honificch at vel the due care which voo.! 
My parents haue, for the nurturing of th-ft camturen, as their Prov. 
4 denceto doc ic in o00d icafon, wh.lcs they betender and young, 
K 2 | betore -: 
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74 | ProveReS "Tl 134 
wo before they grow to frength and (tomack,and ſocithervtterly re. 
- fuſe,or little ecard a:l facherly corre Ron. Andthar which wer: 3/- 


late correct: on Gott alſo figmfle in{trncion; forhariie ſentence 


| - may thus be well Englithed: Ele that Inuerh him haſtneths chaftice. 
ment and-inſtrution ro him. And thoie arc inceito be 'OYNCd £OQ2- 


Wer, fomecim?: ftetpes with admomntions.and 2) wares admonitiogs 


Wt i Bcrpes. For the {mart of the Heſk, and che paine of the body 
will brig mill profice 10:che foule ynleiſe they: neare their taulte 


declat Ei, and hi i1e Girection how to reforme it: 

7 They are the belt parents which ithew loue toiheir cnitdrrn, 
wittout fondnes. 

Fond Cues cru-!] hatred ,acockering father 15a deadly fo,1nd 


they t! tharimo!t taithtuilic ex-rcite Gods: dif ip! ine towards : OD 


ſons and daughters,do prouz ro be their furclt friends» The Admo- 
nition which is 21nen to parents in an otherchapter of this book, 
tendeth wholely tothis purpole, Corrett thy ſor while there us hope, 
&> ler nor thy ſoute ſpare, which isrs bell h;#z_ Thc hely ghoſt maketh 
them accetiary to the deftrucion oftheir children ,which be fo in- 
dulgent yn:o them, andtender ouer them as chart theiroharcs will 


-  notyeel8 ro giue them correction. The exampic of God himlſeite, 
7 TIE racher of (piritz doth eudently confirme our poiat inhand, 


Hts foie tO eucry one of his c hiidren doeth inficitel 7 ag nt 


: - the lous « of x] the fathers10 che world to theirs, and he doth not 


oaclic declare it ynto them by proiniſes,and bleffi 195.but likewiſe 


- Many times by chathcements and croties; Rn” RT i thar the Apo b 


> faith ro the Hebrews. 1 hom the L.ovde loueth he chaſtrerh © and 


| fronnget 21467) [anne that hee receiueth. 7 f therefore yee bee without 


COrreLLion : Wrercar all are partakers then are ye baſtards, and 106 
Jammer. 
Firlt, euery child whacſocuer i115 ae ,0f birth, or diſpoſition 


on be.doi | nd correction | by reatfon of dep Fat tion of nature which 


is it ail, Forirow ardnes;and * Oy Wou.Gat ouerrmnethemit they 
werenotaved ind ordered by tear? nd pes» And therefore 
{21th Salomon: 7 Fool ifine) ſe Fr bound n FR heart of a chiide, but the © 
r3 {he 297 £37709 DAU Urine tt away; 1: 1510 v 1ine to bid tookihe 


Secondly, 


Yerſe.24. | ProOvreRest, 75% +4 
Secondly.the comfort and profite that inſueth toc children by Prou'? 9.15» +Þ 
_ Rioation and {tripes,« joth mike rhe loue a7pcar ; LAAr NCTE | 2 Þ 
ſhal befi:end thr m,11d di'courrificn vikind dealt; WR Oy LY 
them that benefit, It is one of Gods noinances, where by whey : 1 
deliucred frain mavy emts, from hurts of ods: Om tis 0 2.4 ze Prone; Fe 11 
from bliadnesot minde.fromn finfulocs of ioart, from v Sb. of . 
l1;c,from deſtruction of the wholeman.Aud thetfore doth the Lord 
tetifne.thatihe rod 41nd correttion Fine wi; ed>me And heiforc dotit 
he alſo require that our ctuldten ! be not deftranded of it, 7P:hnod 
not iaith he,corretiion OFT chils rfrnon-{mitediim wut tterud ne 
all not : tia Ft hon tha't [ance him uh ! therodde and aeltner Des faule- 
£45; hell, Now whatiwhuma mty is it f© rams QT6 fee his fon in 
vaungergand AH] aut Juccourinm? co fe tinplunocdin a rmner.g& 
will 60: plucke himaut ?2t01ce bn falling 3210 ihe re; will BOT 
preſerue him#fto ic aim finking inio hell, & will nor help to faug 
nit. " 
> Reproofe ol them that vſe all che ſhiſtes thirrhey can deuiſeroex» 7/4, p, 
emyt themſe/ues from ſhewing this laudableloue, and alſo theire * 
: cinidren,trom receiuing fuch whoiclome corretion.Of all profeſ=- 
{ons,tiey are moſt vawilling to become phifitions, nettherare to 
loathe to minifter to any, as ro their owne, whome God hath ap- 

' pointed to bee thetr patients* Thowg!h they lye, and [weare,and 
ſteale,and be Fubborne, ver ts faults be nor ſo great, they faye 
chlen will bee children ,and did tot wee ine as eric- 
vous offences our feltes wiien wee were yonge. | 
Bur are not chiidrens faults, flunes ag2mtte the Lorde® Are not 
' on drens finnes puniſhable by the [awe cf che Almignty> Ate not 

ldren mortal che ubicct to death as well 2s menot 9rcater age? 
Shall nor chiidren appcar before the iundgement leate of *eftus as 
Welt as thoſe hich re elcr? ang hoence we had the tame cor- 
ruptions our {e-nes.1t{houſd caule vs tobe more picegtuil: rowardes 
tem and watchtuil oucr them ,otrerwile rt is robe doubted whe. 
theras yet we be heaiodotrche tins of our yourh, ani) pardoned for 

em-Bur ic 15 necvietle {fy they,ſo far ro troudle our ieinesyeares 
will bring wit and diicrevuon or ac lealt theirowne rod will beate 


{ 


them, and make themto amend-Bur who told the chat they hail 
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off before for their lewdnes,and giue no time for their own rodde 


76 ' __ PxroOvaRss. Chap.13, 


' ro worke any g5odnefle in them?And though they ſhould remain, 


and (marc allo tor the fin/ulnes of their childhoog;yer there is OTA 
ter danger leaſt their harts will be more hardned,andmade wore, 
than hope thatthey will repent and be made better, becauſe Gods 
medicines hauc beene deteined fiomthem ,and his bleſſings are 
not promiled ynto them, And who ſhall make any praycr for them 


' with comfort of good (ucceſſe? The fintull lo2e is neither able to 


dot it,nor willing,nor accepted if he {houlde:andthe neoligent fa- 


ther hath ſmall incouragement,to intreate the Lord to doe that 


wherein he himſelfe hach vtterly fayled of all 'dueties to ſeruc his 
prouidence-Bur graunting,al this to be true, that ſo much cuil pro« 
ceederh from the negleR of correction, and ſo much good by che 
ſeafonable and moderate yſe chereof, yet oneimpedimenthindreth 
them that they cannot be brought to exerciſe ir. Theire kind hare 


_ isſoreaderly aff:Rt2d cowards theirlictle ones, that they cannot 


endure to heare them cric,or {ze them weepe, and che rodde will 
makethem doc both,and therefore they muſt needs forbeare it, 
Bur you miſtake the cauſe, and miſcall your attcCtion,itis not kind» 


-nefſe butcruclrie,nor the tenderneſle of your hart ,but the hatred in 


it{according to Gods teftimonie)thar can rather indure the difea- 
ſzs of hinac in your childrens foules,then the curing of them with 
reares and ſorrow. 

And yet this vnmercifull fauoure doth rather prepare them to 
ſorrow,then priunledge chem from it, becauſe it will increafe theire 
miſery intime to come, Jf Dauid had more grieued Adoniiah 
with the rod and rebukes when he was a child, itis like that hee 
might hauc eſcaped the hnne of treaſon, and the griefe of violent 
dearth ,when he was a man. Bur the ſcriprnre noteth that he wonld 
not di{pleaſe himto ſai why haſt thoudone (9? 

la!truction to children co take notice with thank fulnes of their 
parents louz,not onely for their food, and apparrel,for their porſis 


and putrimonie,but like wiſe and thar ina principal manner, for 


their good education, for their holy 1nftrutions, for their whole- 
lome 214 m2dicinable correct 5ns, though forthe pseſent they 
ſceme4lome what [harpe andbitcer ynto them. Theſe thinges are 
only 


Verſe.25. Prnovenss, 27 


onely profitable to their bodies, and yer not alwaies, norfor per- 
petuity:bur thele are for the good of their {oules,and that certainly # 
and for cuermore. The fathers foadnes ,and Gods anger and the 
childs ruine, goe'often crogether with choſe earthly poflc ons: bur 
the fathers fathſulneſſe, and Gods tauour,and the childes happines 
atealwaies comoyned , where this healthfull diſcipline is dulic ex- 
erciied and regarded, 


Verſe.25,T' be abies, cateth tathe contentation of hus Rnder 
but the bellicof the wicked ſhall want , 


Te r1oteors,) all thoſe which are religious i in hearte,and vp- 
4 htin their wates, cate, that is, intoy all 000d things, as 
they ſhall nor be Rarued through want of food, "ſothey ſhall nor 
be deftituce of cloathing, or lodging, or habication, or any other 
thing thatis needfnl for them:cytherthey (hal abound with plenty 
orbe prouided of that which is ſufficient.Sometimes they have no : 

reat ſtore for their cies to looke vpon,yer liuing by faith and ror 
- ſight they have alwaies enough for theyr ſoules to be (atiſfied 
with .But the belle of the nicked ſrl want,and thene backes, alio 
very often and according to the curſe of the lawe, manie of them 
liuein hunger and in thirſt and innahedneſſe. and m weed af allthimgs 
And albeit this iudgement is not executed vponthem all, FED COIN. 
monly ſome other more heauy & hurefull is inflicted vro the that 
eſcape it. And of acither of thE which get mol} norot che! 1 which 
fare beſt,ir can be truly afhrmed,that they cate to the conictatto of 
their ities) or though theyhaue much welth in their hads,& much 
meat attheirrables,and much wine in the dowles.yerthey haue not — - 
much,norany contentment un their hearts for they remaine ynla- 
tiable. 
C As the godly are in better caſe then the wicked for their foules Doi# 3» 
in reoard of their 11 eto come, lo they are tor their boetes ,intel- 
pet of their preſent ſtate. . 

He onely is blefÞ-d IN Cart h,  thatisto bee glorified in heauen, 
andnone -21 poiſioly bee trappyhere, {o long as he Randethin 
fate of damnation ror heereatter, Vn xeorthe Spirits of God giuerh 
grace tothe foule, his providence viil not fatle ro mini iter all 
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PROVERBS, Chap.1, 
co0d things to the body. And therfore the Apoſtle faith, thar god - 
Imejſe us profrtabie val 2.All things which haih the promiſe of the ne 
preſent na of that that ts t2 came. On the other iide, vngodly men - 
having nopiety m them, baue itkewtie no promiſe co them. The 
beſt that may be hoped for 15:his,that if they be Gods clect, hee 
will draw them ro humtelte by penury and wants, orother ſcour. 
_ ges. ]f otherwiſe letthem knowzthat heneucr giuethany thing ro 
them in mercy, whome ie 15 minded tio deſtroy in iuſtice.Alar- 

ger proſecution of chis point lee inthe rench Cha prer, yerle 

the third, vpon the {e words: The Lorde willnat 
famiſhthe ſoule of the righteaus;but he 
eaſtern aware the ſubſtance of the 
: Wicked, : 


AN EXPOSITION OF 
THE FOVRTEENTH CHAP=z 
, TER OF THE PROVERBS. 


CHAPTER XIELHL 


Verſe.1, A wiſe woman burlderh her houſe:bur the foohkſh deſtroy- 
th a auth her owne hands. 


[ EF "J 1c woman)Such a one as is both 

> 518 || godly anddiſcrecte, bmldeth her 

: 9] 2s »|| bouſe. is helpfull and profitable, 
o\/; » | tothe (tate and tami'y of her huſ- 
. |} band, and her owne. Bur ſhee that 
F i#| || z foetlsſÞ, becing deſtitute of grace 
: *\| and good prouidence, how much. 
7 -|| wit tocuer ſhee bath: for many 
> || times the molte witty wiues , are 


|FE - 2 AZES YO BS S| the leaſt thrifty huſwiues,doſtrowert 
5 * #r,vndoocth their husbangd,her leit 
and children, ld ouerthroweth the whole houſhold. 


C [t behooueth a man in regardof his whole eltate, robee wile & Dor, 


vary in making choife of his wite. 
.Though hisown 5kil & power be flender,& vnabiero effect any 
- marters cf importance,yet by a wiſe diligent helper, te-may bring 
orcar things to paſſe;& though him!elte be neucr lo induſtrious. & 
expert in his calling, yet by a wretchles & wattiuil yokefellow.,his 
| !1bours may be al confines. \ 000d woimancomming to a houſe 


| {carce fide-wall high,will ſet vpihe roote. indfarnibibe rooms: 
but a lewd huſwite finding an houſe already built and Rored; will 
L raſe 
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rale the : foundation of it, and quickly empty ir of all the furniture, 
Some ty their iloth aad carcleſneſſe neglect eytherto getor laue: 
others oy their pride or luxury,or like vices ſpare not to lauiſh out, 


—  andmilpend, and all by fintulnes and rebellion againſt God,do 


drawe downe his curfe and iudgements vpon hen, Some ihe 


hack beene. already ſpoken to this paior,in the tweltith chaprer,& , 
6 fourth verſe, ,Ypon theſe words; A verinousnoman 1s the crowne , | 


ber hutband;bni the that maketh hum aſhamed 1s a rottenneſſe im his 
boxes And moreremaincih tobe handledinthe one and thertith 
<hancer, where ihe Lord himſclie doth at large illuftracerhe 
tall properiies, and gcod cﬀtects od a prudent, godiy ,and 
gratious woman, 


ee, Fle that wadberh in his vprightnes! Feareth the Lord: but 
| he H2At is Lo de in hs: P22es \deſpeſert him, | 


| Vogt: and water is meant in _* S-<riprurts .the ordinary 
Bras aid common Toure of mens b<haujour:& by Uprighte 
- welſe the incerity and faithfulnes of their harts, c6trary to fraud and 
- guile, which precendeth one thing, and propoſe: b anarher; in them 


— which mike athewto doe fernice tro God,inchat where they 
© only,or principal ly purpo! fe ſore carnal os tothemlelucs:& by 


fears the Lord is vaderticod true piety and god!ines.So that the 
{>nce et the Ornrieh claufe is,thar eucry one oh ich accuftometh 


—- himſcdlferowell doing atainedly , wizhout iypocrihe and haltivg, 


is vadonbtedly thec ld of ad 2nd iruche religions , Farbece 
| that «lewd in his. wares tht leadeth a witkod 1 = whetier opens 
19,10 the {tht and view of the worl tor {ec retly ,to as is Y OILY 'C 


-- 'onely tothe Lord and his owne conſcenc* Ac fpiſeih him, doth 2c+ 


rualiy,and indeed fhew cone: natal 594 by vicnating bis laws 
howiorcuer he my bere himiclie in hind and Make XLAcrs ro = 
lecus that fe doth mach reverence him, 

1d Toe fat Fulnefe Dr rat ihe heart, my be Arſcerned by 
ha canrſe a7 he COnuer (ation. | : 


"The grace of the Forms cannot be dimmed vp 113 t the {oule of a 


= "man, burr that 144017 fawforth,and ſhewit {clfe by 9 gTo00dnefle in 


= Ris bechauiour neither can there Fpanoly oy aco nſtanc {treame of 


good. 
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Perie?, PRovVvrnReEs: op 
goodnes in bis behauiour-vnlefſc he haue a ſpring and fountame 
| of grace in his foule. The Apeſtle S:lohn is plentifull 1 in this point, R- 
| 1 & maketh diſcourſe thereof with many words Ltle children fark © Be 
£ he,let 19 man aeceiue you, hethat doth right eanſneſſe, is riehteout, as 
Chriſt is righteoms. Fle that committeth /nune ts of the dew'll whoſer- 
ver 13 borne of Cad Jinneth not:for 215 (eed remaineth in him neutier 
can he finne becauſe he is borne of God, Inthis are the children of 
God bnowne,and the children of the demill:whoſerxer doth not r1g11- 
teonſaes 78 not of Cod &c.W hereto doe righteouſneſle is the fame. 
3s heere ro Wallec 1 yprightneſſe: ro beerighteous, as much as © 
heere .tofcare the Lord;tocommit 11m 15 that which-is hceetc,to be 
lewd in his. wares, and to be of the diuell is nothing ditferent from 
that which 1s here the deipiſing of God. 
Firſt the heart is inthe man, as theſappe in the tree, and his Ro</OReTs 
waics all one with the (ruiee:& cherefore they .declare oh ar the 
man and þ1s hart is;as the fruice doth (ſhew what the tree and the 
 fapis.lt is not onely meant of faiſe Bo ys itkewiſe of falſe 
harted profeflours, when our Saujour laid,that # bad tree campor Vat, 7.28, 
pring forth good fre nor onely of fairhfull minifters, Eur alio of 
fincere chrittians ,when hee {aid that a Foodiree anot Ering forth 
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bad fruite. 
Secondly,the communion which Chriſtians Fzge with Chriſt, _ | 
doth cauſe their conuertationro be holy, & the want of the fame* 2 


in the wicked doth oncly make their wates ro be jewd and fntull.. 
And ſo much $, Tohn doth intimate, {.ying, /f:har we [ayrhat wee |: Joan, TY: 
rage [ellowſhip wth him. and watke in darines we lie:and doenot t 16 
le, Bat if we walke mtbe! light, 4s hets mie ohm, re hae fellon/hip 
mn? with an other. 
Thirdly Gothimiclte doth indge & ed cuery one according DE 
to his works, and therefore the wo:ks are corre fpondent :o the 
neart,and the h-art.to the regererare, of vAree! erate eBarevt the: 
man, {che Lerd.{:ith ne by the prepher.., Careh the pert, cy try the St, 
EYES CMENTta Tre encry Ran ACCOr al, m0 10 1/15. IAICS ti a ALCOrATAE 
to the frm: re of 275 ror her, 


Contola:ion to {aithtull men. though not voide of infitmitics, 2 
»-=y % 
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"  ProOvants. Chang 


tempt againſt God,as they which are moſt religious, in his ſer- 
wice; none are ſo much burdened with tmpurationsof hypocrifie, 
as they which are mo{t vprighr in their harts. The deuill m his ma- 


_ lice becauſe he {eh their cender conferences cafily affrighred, 
_doih laborto perſwade them tharihere is nothing in the but fraud, 


and faiſhood:Sinful men when they can charge them with no mil- 


_demeanors nor lewgues of lite take vpon them Gods office to be= 


comme iudves of the heart ,exclaiming that they are hypocrites ,and 


aifſernblers, yer proceede contrary to Gods iuſtice, condemning 


thor of bypocrifc and diffimulation, whome hee do:h commend 


- fortrueth and finceritys And many doubrs atite in theire owne 


foules, by reaſon of the matzifold imperfections of their lives, They 
feele wanr of knowledge in their mindes , and dilorder in 


_ rheire affedtions:they are priuic to themfelues of duties neglec- 


bop, 


_ _ted,or negligently performed: they finde a guiltines in regard of 
_ ſundrielinnes committed, and of divers not foundlic auoided; 
_  rhey lee {till in their nacure a proneneſle ro pride, and m-ny vani- 
_- ties, but no aprnes to that which is good and needefull to bee 
__ ex:rciied. All theſe things trouble theirharts, and make them very 


{uipicious of themſclues, leaſt all their piety be nothing but an our» 


ward proteſſion:and all cthene former comtorts but meerely illuf- 
02s. Bur are they deſirous vnpartiallye to keepe cucry commaun- 


demenr, if there power were anf{\werable to their will ? Doe 


they cndeauourtruely to pleaſe God, althoughthey cannot doe ir 
_—_ _ pettctlye?Are they of the mending hand,coyceld more obediece 
rothecommaundements of God,though they cannor fulfill chen? 

—— Then there is no cauſe of diſcomfort:rhen they are vpright in their 
__——— waies, nnd walke in the law of the Lord: then God teſtificth of 
them kere,that they are of the number of thoſe that teare kim:& 


clſc where he teftifierh of all thoſe which feare him ,thar they are 
Eeſed,True happineſle is appropriated tothem, that none bur 
they can bee partakers of it, andnene of them bur haue a portion 

init. | 
Conuiction of profane perſons to their terrour, whoſe oneiic 
hope of happines conferh in this, that they haue a good foul to- 
wards Cod,howſocuer men thinke and ſoeake ofthem:lor they 
| loue 


Yer(.3- PrxoveRss. 83 


loue him with all their heart, and with all rheir ſtrength, ang thar 
is as much as he requireth,& as the holteft of them all performeth. 
And therefore Preachers and others,are too full of iudging when 
they repute him co bee fo bad, andtheir taultes ro bee fo haynous, 
and their ſtate to be ſo dangerous. Bur will you have the mate 
ter tobe referred to God himſeite, as it mult be whatſocuer your: 


will 12? And will you and to his ſentence therein, as you thall | 


bee compelled, though it bee ag-unſt your wilis? Then heare 
what he pronounceth of you, that he which is lewd in his wayes, 
deſpifeth hum: nay, yer more for the greater agorauation of the 
tinne, that hee 1s a deſpiſer; or deſpifivg of him, which 1s more 
emphaticall,and imployeth an habite, and accuftomable practile, 
and profefled contempt. You imagine that men are too ſharpe 
in their cenſuces, and condemnings; you ſhall feele vnlefle you 
repent, that the Lorde will bee tarre more ſeuere 1n this fentence, - 
with the execution of it, You will {weare, and blaſpheme the 
name of God, if ir bee but to anger them that like not of 1t: you 
will vſc wanton and tintull exercif<s an the Lords day, in deſpighe 
of thole that bee grieved atit: You will proceed on your owne 
wayes, and vilifie all ſuch as ſhall reprooue you forit : but whom 
in the meane time doc you contemner and whome haue yee 
fought to reproach+ Eucn the mightie and glorious God: whois 
both able in pawer, and ready in wrath to returne your wayes 
vypon your own heacs, Hee will be honoured, and you ſhall bee 
deſpiſed ; he will have cternall praiſe, and you ſhall haue euerlaſ» 
ting confulion. But for thoſe that finne not fo preſumptuonlly, 
nor with ſuch an high hand, if that they be in the power of t:nne, 
and without repentance, thi3 point is very vncomfortable. They 
dreame that the Lorde is not ſo much offended with them, and 
their-behauiour; as they heare ſpoken in Sermons, but that hee 
will ligh:ly paſſe by thole things which heceare counted great 
matrers. but let then know, that hee is more righteous then man, 
and hateth every {inne inore then all men hate all Gns, And how- 
focuer through Chritt, be paſſe by che infirmines of cne godly,and 
eaketh things atthe beſt, which they doc, yet he dealeth not lo 


with the wicked beetng his enemies, but iudgeth of their wayes | 


according to the nature, and effects ,and confequents of the 


3 fame 
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FIX. 


fame, As he will doe them no wrong to make cheir faults more, 

or more erciuens then they arc; ſo he will ſhewe them no Fanans 
roextenuate their linnes, or mitigate the punithment which they 
deferue. This he tc! MiGerlr of all thac are lewd in their ivaies;whate 
ſocuer their cloakings ordefences, orexcues be, but they are no 


| berter then difpiters of himeand cherefore to bee plauged noleile, 


than Hoy that diſpife them. 


 Verle 2. I» che month of of t5e ; fooliſh 6 is the rod, or wand #f prides 
Ie the lips of the wiſe preſerue them. _ 


N the mouth of the fooliſh; in he vſuall ralke of wicked men, e» 
{pecially, when they are of an haucic hart and high minded, & the 


_ rodof pride; ſuch ſpeeches as proceede from pride, and whereby 
they (trice at others, and are commouly ſmitten themiclues:eicher 
mantaking adumunrace of them, or God inflicting puniſhments 
forthem. But the lips of the wiſe: ſuch wordes and anſweres, as in - 

| humiilitie they viter to mien: and ſuch prayers and petitions as they 
| ſendvptoGod preſerue them,procect themſclues, and others allo 


from hurts and dangers. 


'CTristhe propertie of pruode mer,to hane arrogant and hurtful 


D. 


- - fongues? It is noceaſic forthem to ſpeake, and nor to ſpeak to the 


: excolling of themſclues, andrhe diſgrace of others. 
"The naturall current of their diſcourie is topped, whcn they 


- may not boaſt, or threaten, or reuile,or traduce,or vtter fume con- 


Pal £9.78 - temptuous jefts 292ink theirneigho ours: Beoold, faich Dauid, 


they brag ge in ther talbe, and ford arc wtherr lo9s; for w ho (ay 


HE they doth heare? Bat then Lord halt hae them 1n deri/ion, 414 


thou ſhalt langh at all thoſe nations. 
As chis their finnets commen and freq ent {o are the Scriptures 


allo prenantult of complaints againlt icin many places: and io rc 


they | in denouncing proportionable puniſhments, and io are they 


| in dccl zrifio how they have been executed, 5 

Firſt, pritic doth iogender mylice,andenuic,and fercencs;and 
> "iecannoway more readi! y and harmet ul'y--c exerciſe them, by 
= woentt \eeches; and therefore it viet!) them,as ordinary weapons 
Oe” of mule! ucke, 73 — 


Secyndly, 


Verſ.3- ProOveRes. 85 
Secondly, in {triking at men with contumelious and proude 2 

words, they alfolift vp rhemfelues infolently againſt the Lord, 

and iherefore both in defence of his people, and reuenge of his 

enemies, he maketh their firipes to light on their owne backess: 

and the Rrokes of their rodsto fall on their owne taces. To that. 

ende ſpe:iketh Danidin the rweltth Plalme. The Lorde will cut Plats; 2.3 

off all flayerins lippes, and the tongue that (peiketh proude thir gs. 

Which haue (ayde, with our tonoue wee will p: enatle t our l3ps are im. 

our owne pawey ; who is Lord ouervs? And to the ſame ctic&t nee 


, Pr. 4-4 J.+3 
prayeth in-another Plalme : Scatter then abroad by thy Power, gan” "of 0028 


; x? » id oi ; : $ IZ t'Ss 
pret them downe, O Lord our (hie(a. for the inne 2f their month, ana * 


the words of their lips ; andlet them bee tahenmtheir pride, enen for. 
ther periurie and lyes, » And let them know that Goaruleth im Lacob, 
eucnto the ends of the word, | 
Tritruction rnzt fo farre as we are vnwilling to be hurtfull or to V (et 
behurt with our tongues, we get humili:ie in our harts, If we gine * 
place ynto pride,our pride wil haue the command of our mouriies, 
and ſet our lips to [miting : we ſhall ynceflantly be offering niury- 
ro others, and haue them all at laſt returne ypon our ſelues. Are we 
therefore defirous to /iue in peace without vexation and perre!]?ler 
vs put away pride then; for that is 4 continuall make-bate,andin- 
dangereth vs dayly, Would we 2uoide that ſhame and diforace 
winch commetch vpon lyars and flanderers, when their falſehood 
is found out? let vs beware then of arrogancy:for that is impudenc 
and bold to atfirme any vntructh, and God is 1uft and righteous 
to bring the tructh ro light. | 
2 Notto prefle our ſelnes without need, into the place or com- 
panie; where fooliſh proud perſons haunt. If wee come within 
their reach, we mult looke to be laſhed or knocked, they ere toon 
ready to [tiike: euery Ford is 2 blow with them, Trne it is that 
they offer viol-nce alla to them thar are abſent, & deprave many 
thatneuer come atong them, bur ic1s lefle daungeous when wee 
prouoke them not ynneceſſari'y with our preſence; norexpole cur 
iciucs tocheir Litter or ſcurrtous fPe*ches. 
& But the lips of the viſe 5c) The vieor a coodrongue is 2 Ges Dett,2 
fenlue weapon againit the rokes of an enill rongue. Sec chapter 
I 24v. i >.Doctiine the ſecond, | 
7 | LE 4 | Ver{ 
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 Verſecq, Where nove Oxen are,the cribbe is emprie: but much in« 


creaſe commerh by the Frength of the Oxe, 


BY Oxen) he meaneththoſe kind of labouring cattell, whiah are 


applycd to plowing,and other workes of husbandry;and where 
rhey are not, or not ler to worke; there the cr10be is empree, and fo 
is the barne alſo, tood for man and belt faileth : 5ut much mereaſe 


- commeth by the {# rength of the xe: abundance of Cone, andne- 


ceffary prouitiongarileth by the craucll of cartel, and labourers, in 


- diligent plowing 1nd husbandtry. 


C The {cruiceable creatures are moſt proficable and neceſlary, 


_ The Teame and plowmen cannot be ſ>ared,as tillage and plowing 


cannot. By theſe,ſundry forts of beaſtes and foules fare che beter: 


_ eipecially choſe that are tame, and domeſticall : and by theſe are 
- all degrees of people mainrained: the meaneſt;the micidle fort;and 
_ the mightie, according as itis ſai; that rhe keng alſo conſifterh by 


the field that « tilled. This mucter 1s more largely inrreated of in the 
twelfth chapteryv,z 1, Doctrine the firft,vpon theſe wordes: Hee 
that tilleth bis land ſhalbe ſatrified with bread. 


be « falſe witneſſe, 

Faithfull witneſſe) hee thatmaketh conſcience, and is reſol- 
| Aued betore the iudgement feate conſtantly to teftitie the 
truth; will notyuſually,nor in his common ſpeech tell yncruths; bur 
be that telleth lyes will be a falſe witneſſes: whoſoever accutometh 
himſelfe ro lying in priuate, will not {ticke ro forfweare himſelte, 


Verl,5..FA faiihſull witneſe wil nor lye : but he that telleth ther, will 


_ andbeare falſe wicnefle in publike. Tris all one in ſenſe with the 


17. vere of the 12.chapter, where icis ſaid, thathe which ſpeak» 


_ ethcruth will ſhew righteoulneſle, &c. 


Verſe 6. The ſcorner ſeekgth wiſedome, but findeth 'it wot © bus 
knowledge us caſte to himthat is prudent, 


' He ſcorney) that is, very finfull and contemptuous perons; 
(forts a collectue,and meancof all: or ar icalt of ders 


of 


Verſe,6 PrRovenes _ $7. 


ofrhem) /eeherh wiſedome: by wiſedome wee may vnderfi andthe 
true knowledge of Gods holy will, and wheritis faid the ſcor- 
ners leeke it: the meaning is, that foine of them make ſhewe of 
ſceking, and ſeeme lo to doo, being preſent at thoſe meanes, and 
ourwardly dealing in thoſe exercites, whereby others truely leexc, 
and eff-ctually tinge knowledge. And astheſe vic the meanes 
without any defire of hauing wiſedome, fo others would haue it- 
but contemne all thoſe meanes whereby itis offzred, andro bee 
receiuced, truſting to cheir owne wit, any catnail reaſon, Anda 
third lort ferke it and are willing to have ir, and at the Miniltcrs 
hands would gladly obtaine it; but onely ypon their death beddes, 
or in greatex:remities, notiv loue ta God, or fincere aftc&tion ro 
his word, orin holy liking of his graces, but onely in terrour and 
paiſion,thatthey might eicape kell and damnation: orthe preſent 
dangers wherein ies y fiand. Hereof the Prophet fpeaketh inthe 4 
Pialme, laying;#hen he lew :hem, they ſougnt hm. and they rerur- Pfal. 18:34,38. | |: 
nedand(. ought God ea: by. But they flatterea him with their month: F 
and diſiembled with him with their tongue. For their heart was not 
upright wih him, neuhcr vere they farrhfull in his canenant., And 
. theretore being io attected, it 1s not {trange chat their ſuccefſe 13 —— 
no better. For though our Sauiour fairh;that enery one which ſeeker Mar.7,8. 
' finderh, yet ut is tobce vnderitood of cuery fuch one as fecketh . 
faithtully, and in due manner. But knowledge is ealie co him that 
is prudent V Ve muſtnotfoconceine of thele wordes, as though 
men of vngerftanding could incieale their wiſedome and graces, 
without induftric and paines taking:bur that when they haue vied 
diligence in the exerciſe of Gods ordinances, they may know tor 
certaintie thacthey ſhall ſpecd well, and bee tered with all ſuch 
graces, 3s will leadthem to life cuerlaling- And therctore we ice 
the lence ot this tentence exprefiled in the {ſecond Chapter of this 
booke. 1f thow callef? after knowledge, and oryelt for wonder ſtanding Dx; 3:4 
if thou [cebeſt hey a4 (ilner , and (exrcheſt for her as for treaſures: 
then ſhalt thou vn; "ond the feare of the Lord, and finde the know- 
ledge of tod. 


F, They are not capable of any grace,which will not ve drought D 2, x 
to rencunce their fins, y 
If they deiide admonitions, and make them frultrate of that 
M | Witch 
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i. | ProvaRes. Chap.14s, 
which they were giuen for, they {hall make themſelues ridiculous | 
and diſappointed of thar which they ſeeke for. Wiledome is wiſe | 
enough to knowher triends from her foes, them that loue her vn- I 
fainedly , fromchem thar flutter her: rodiſcerne who will vie 
her well,and who will abſuſe her; who will 'ubiet themielues vn- 
to her gouernment,and who would make her an vnderling toprid 
and .lult,and Sarhan. Indeed ſhee calleth vpon one kinds of ſcor+ 
ners to come to her,and learne of her, and promilſeth to porre oc 
her mide yiito them bur they are ſuch as jonorance hath drawne 
ro {corning, ratherthen malice: ſuch as in whom there is poſſibi- 
__ litieof amendemenr, andnor they that are deſperatly ginen ouer 
ro obſtinaciz.And cuen rhefe filly ſcorners, that are nor yer incor: 
" rieiblemuit not onely bee reformable in hope, but reformed in 
—_ _deed, before wiſedome will imparther counſells vnto them, for 
E” Sour 23s. theirco ntort. And cheretoce thee faith, Turne you at my corretiions, 
© * {oe [willpoureout my mmde Unioyou; and make you vnierſtand my 
words. As for thoſe which are pollefſed with an inncrerate hatred 
of inftruction, and purpoſely picking quarrels againſt the tructh 
of God , haue contempruoully rebelle:} againitir : the Prophet 
declareth by their wayes, which are paſthope of any reformation: 
= __ thattheir mindes are vncapible of all ſound vnderftanding. For 
—— TE-17923, faichhe, con ihe blacke- More change his chin? ar the Leopard his 
gas Forres? then may yee alſo doe good, that are accuſtomed 19 doe exall, 
It racy could haue changed their mindes, and beege able te judge 
rightly both of that which 1s good, and aiſoof the euill; they could 
not chooſe bur change their behaviour ro practiſe the good, and 
eſchewthecuill; bur foras much as cutome was growne into 
a. nature, and nothing wasto bec looked for in all their life, but 
workesof darkenefle, it followeth rhat heir ſoules were likewitc 
finally blinded, andneuer to bee illuminared with any gracious 
En liohe, | 
pi Reaſons.t, - ”Furf, the wiſedomeof Godis myſticall, and ynderſtood onely 
Ti by reuchtion of the (ptrit, and therefore it cannor be comprehen» 
x dedof them thatare meerely fi-thly,, and voide of all graces of 
__ the Spirit. Butleaſtof all can they attaine ynto it, which are no+ 
= thing bu: fleth,and ſuch as have alwayes retified he Spiric, whici 
____ bscheconditionof {corners, 
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Secondly 


Verſes  PrRovenns. 3g 


2 Secondly, they are all proude, and therefore as the Apoſtle tefti- 2» 
: fieth; God refiſteth them, and g meth gaice tothe humble,  Yea.they tat.4.5, 
arcnot ina cummon manner proude, and cquall therein with 0- | 
ther men; but more preſumttoutly than any other, in the height 
of contempi:they diſpiſe rhe counſels of the Lord, and chierctors 
in an.cxtraordinary manner he laycth his puniſhments ypon thicir . —I 
hearts, and is {ayd to ſcorne the [cornefull, _ En 
Tairdly,all ſcorners live in jome gricuous finnes, out of which 3 
che breath of ſcoring fumerh, and cherefore no roome is in their 
{infall hearrs for wiſedome to lodve in; vnleſle ſhee ſhould beare 
che deuill companic,and inhabitate in that houſe, whereot he is the 
maſter or commander. Saint Pay/ſpeaking of /imple women, laden x.,Tim.3.6+ 
wh [inner andiled with diners lt;, (aith, thac they are excr lear- 
ng, and newer come tothe knowledge of the errath. It was not then 
the 1cxe,nor lillnefle of the perſons that made them to profite ſo 
lictle:-bur the finnes and cortuptions of their ſoules; If therefore 
the {ſame bee in men, why ſhould there not bethe ſame cette alio SE 
; ofthem ? ifthey be more abounding in men (as when they wiltuls 
I ly wich{tand the trueth of God, whereas the poore women were 
; {educed by decemers) why (houid it not be thought that they wil 
make them leile reachable or capable? : 

Fourthly.f corners might find wiſedom, thys holy and hea» 
uenly wifedome, when it pleated them to ſeeke for it, they ſhoutd : 
becoine elder brethren to Gods people-and inioy the double por- 
cion. Earthly things both of wea'th and digmitic, they-commonly 
hauc in greater plenty than the beft Chrithans: pleatures they 
puriue wichour reſtraint, and follow their delights continually: if ; 
they might allo aaue grace, & Gods fauor.& the kingdom of nca« ; 
yen ready attneir willes,the wort men (ſhould have ce be!t pre- 
rogatiue,& the Lord would ſcem to be moſt kind to his mortal e- 
nemics. Avdir would come to paſſe char the greateſt part of man= 
Kind would liuc like diucls on carth.& rajone like ſ1inrs in heaus, _ 

And thertore that preheminence of getting orace,& lawng knows iS 

ledg-,is appropriated to Gods people,and tone others (elpecially 

if they be {corners) are to intercommon with trem. And tharthe 

holy Got ſheweth in another chap-er, ſaying, Wicked men vn 

derſtand not indrement ; but they th.u (:ckg ths Lord onder/Fand all Bron 5. 
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: 99 | : Pxrovs R25. Chap.14 4 


thing And likewiſe in the Pſalmes he declareth it to bee a degree 


of gaod mens happineſle; that the ſecret of the Lordisreuealed ro 
them chat feare him; and his concn ett to g:ue them nary ſtanting. 


In{4uction for cuery man with ail heedfulneſſe to rake heede, 
that eney lnke notinto fo great a tinne as {cornetfulnes is:thar will 
draw downe fo grievous a plague as ſcorntulnefſe doeth. Though 


no hurt ſeemeri cocomnedy ir, but ben-fir rarcher. It che ourward 
_  Rareof many {corners bee reſpect: d, yer nothing bur miſchicte 
. _ andmilcric inſucth vpon it, ifthe ſtare of their ſoules be confide- 
1x red, they all looſe all cher labour, and returne fruſtrace and dil. 
appointed; whenocher of meaner place, and naturall partes, haus 
——- happic and profpetous [uccefſe - they are rected of the Lord, as 

_ conrempuble perfons,& 1biects, when others whom they deſpitc, 

—— aregraced with his prefence and countenance; they are ſhur out 
of doores,and excluded trom all ſpiritual! commodities, when o- 

- thers whom they maligne, areler into Gods treafurie, and ſtored 

E: with all heauenly riches. They therefore that are tending towards 
_ ix, le: chem (tay themlelues before they coe too farre + they that 


SL are come co the gare thereof, ler them beware howe they enter in; 


they thatare alreadie inthe houſe, yet letibemreturne backe a- 
_— gaine, and noc tit downe in the chaire; for then their cafe is del» 
perate. Andchis is not onely to admoniſh men, that they be= 
"come not {corners; bur tat alſo they ſaniſffic not themſelues with 
_ _euiery flight and luperficiall tceking of wiſdome. It is not enough 
_ rofecketforthe worlt men,we fee, may doethar) but to ſecke {o 


as we may hinge: which none can doe,bur they thar are good and 


godly. Agreater bleſſing GOD giueth to aone in chis worlde, 
"than to mike his ordinarices forcible to them for vitedome, and 


comfort: anda greater judgement isnotexecuted ypon any be= 


fore their going to hell,thanthe withholding from them grace and 


vaderitanding. No ftickneije,no paine, no pouertie, no diſgrace, 


no1mpilonmens, no baniſhmenty nolofle of limmes, or life is {o 


- Hangerou> aud burctull as this is. Though che eyes ſhould bee 


piuckedour of the head, yerif there bee (ihe wichin the mind, 
tierce can Deengextremitie of darknefle: and thouvh the heart 
were plucked ont of the bodie, yerif Religion abide 1n the foule, 
tc appincfle remaineth , butchen is the Rate of men wotull 


when 


Ferje,d Provenss. or 
when there internall ſhape is changed, and they are traniformed 

into dumbe idells, when it maie be faide of themas it was of the 
heathen Gods:they haue cies & {ce not,they hauecares and heare 
not,& one depree beyond the images,they have hearts and per- 
ceiuenor. 

'C But knowledge, >c, Voderſtanding is neitherimpoſtivle nor £977, 
diſhcultto come by,when men haue diſcretion. 

it any be fo wiſe as to dilcerne their need of knowledge,and vh- 
tainedly to defire & labor forir thoughtherr learning be-not great. 
nor their capaſlicy deepe,yet they hall obraine ir in lecking,and 
be made more wiſe by hauing of it.Elſe why 1s the ſcripture com» 
mended for herlargefiſe and boun: y toall ſorts of people.thar haue > 
{kill to be vpright withour d:ffimularion?/7 gmerh unto the /impie Prout-tafa. 
harpnes of wit ana 19 the child knowledge an: 1 diſcretion, And a wiſe 
van ſhall Vowre and evorea fe us [earnimg,and 4 man T vnderſtanding 
Jhall attaine unto wiſe counſels. : 

FiriF:1n regard ot boly prudence here ſpoken oftitis ſaide that Reaſon I. 
the wiſe m.uns ties are in his head though the foole walk 1n darkneſſe: Ecco, 
Albeit others that are blind, ſee not howe necdtull and pretious 
knowledge 1s, yertall thathaue vſc of theire cies {chough ſome 
be much q quicker liehred then others} fee that they are miſerable 
withoutit,and happy and blefled by 1t;and therefore they prize it 
a5 a thing of greare value, and therefore thy lecke it 28 athing 
molt neceflary for them, Now they which are ſo well attccted to+ Prou.?.ry, 
wards wiſedome.are berter affected of wiſedome , who profefieth 
toloue them that louc her,and they which fecke her carely ſhall 
hnde her, 

Secondly,they vnderftand where fauing know! edee isto bee » 
found, & know that ir is a gift ſupernatural and heanentie V ries 
ſcrelooke nor for it from: hemſelues,nor arthe hands of any crea- 
tres,nor by any carnatiar flethly deuites, but repaire to tne foun- 
tame from whence it f! »weeckt, 

Thr dly they diſcerne what meanes ate to de- vic for the: fiin- 
ing of ir, and them they exercile, both leafonabiye, and earneit- 
iy, and conit3n! ly & tnat 1n faith and OY, Yet let vs nor bee 

taken as thongh wee fh;med that they bane det-ci5 in mere 
itdgements; or en us or cont ICY, _ or taith,or ivmillity, 
| N ? WEEGO 
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: = ſcntly to b: put into our hands. 


92  PrROvenes, Chap.1z, 
were yoide of this holy diſcretion, and yncapable of knowled goes 


Bur this we ſay thac accordingas theſe graces are more plentiful in 
thy man, ſo he is more prudenc,and thill more multiply his know. 


 ledge;and as they are molt ſcarce, fois he lefle prudent ,& ſhall 


ere lefle knowledge: and hee that 1s wholly withour them, is 
wholly imprudene, and tandingin that caſe,vnlikeiy ro come by 
any knowledge that 1s {pirituall. | 
Confucation of chem that lay all the blame of their ignorance, 
ypon the darknes ofthe Scriprures,& no partthereot'vpon theyr 
owndark hearts, which are coucred as the Apolile faith, with a 


- yaile, The word of God is a ſ#1mmg Lght, and fothe holy ehoſt 
_ callethic,and therefureif they tee nothing in ir, eytherir is be- 


cauſe they haue no cies ,or becau'c theircies hauc no fight,or be. 
cauſe that Satan hath blindfolded them . | 

They fay that the Scripcures are. obſcure and hard, but God 
knoweth thac cher harts are prophane and hard, that the doctrine 


— oftruth cannot pearce them, lf the word be asa ſcaled book yn- 
_ _ tothemheir owne finnes have cauſed it to be clajped from them, 
as becing both ynwerthy of,and altogether vnticte for ſuch holie 
| mylteries, | - 


| 


_ Conſolation to them, whome God hath gracioutly illuminated 
with the ſanCtified knowledge of his holy will, they Rand nor 


n the rancke of ſcorners,to whome wiſedome is denied: bur their 


place is among the godly prudent,to whome knowledge is cafic. 


Tris grace that hach opened the dare of their hearts, and made a 


pailage tor the word ro enter,otherwiſe it would neuer haue beene 


- chere. And che lame mercy,and bletſi9g,ler all that cruclic defice ir, 


alwell looke for ,as labour for, wichour diſcouragement,Hee thar 
hach the diipoling of this hezuenly iewell, doth tell vs that we ſhall 


- odraine it, without any greate difficulty. And welceke a thing 


which is not loſt, oy m-anes whereot,our luccefſe might be doubt- 
fu'l,bur that which 1s in a readineffs for vs,and helde out to ys, and 


Verſe. 


F . 


Verſe.7, Depart from the preſence ef the fooliſh man, and from 
him whom how knoweſt not to haue the leppes of knowleage. 


Epart &c.breake off ſociety and fellowſhip with the vngod. 
Di/ perſon,be not familiar with him. Not that it is aitoge- 
ther valawtull to haue any dealing with the wicked in com- 
mon qdueties,but to be ioyned too neare vnto them. Wee are not 
Emply forbidden to buy or ſell, or tocate or drink with them lom-» 
times, when vppon due occafions wee: are called  thereunty: fo 
that we willingly make nor choice of their company, bur to ioyne 
in marriage with them,to make them priuy to our countell or to 

viethem as inward and ſpecia!l friends, this isheere forbidden,and 

this] is vnlawfnll, Ana from him whome them percerueſt not 
to haue the /ippes of knowledge ,thatis, ſeparate thy felte,and con- 
uerſe not.c ſpecially conferre not with ſuch as from theire igno- 
rant mindes vie to talke ignorantly with their tongues, And yet 
his meaning is not that we ſhould forbeare all ſpeech with them 
that want knowledge; or ipeake not according to knowledge: 
for they have moſt need to bee infiructed: burhe doth admoniſh 
ys to beware both of them that breath out peſtiſent and contagt= 
ous wordes,to peruert orhers, and refift the truerh contentiouſly, 
and will neuer be bronght to fee their owne ignorance and er- 
rour. : 

_ Neither conucrfation nor communication is to be had with men DoF, 

_ of lewdliues,and peruerſe }ips: 

The former part of this point may appeare by thar which hath 
beenhadledin the thirteenth chaprer,yver. 20, vpon theſe wordes, 
A companion of fooles ſhall be made worſe, and the latter is accor- 

ding to the admonicton giuen in the niath chapter. ver. 8, Revuke 
mot a 4 ſcorner. 


Ver {c.8.The weſedome of the prudent rs to vnderſtand his waz: 
but the fooliſhnes of fooles 15 decent. . 


Fx wrſeaome of the prodent | 'that knowledge % endertiiadite 
which any nan hath that is trulic wile,s tovnder/tand his way 
M 4 is 


adn 


——_ we woah St_ - a 


94 —SCroReR =  Chehits. 
is giuen of God,and vſcd of him for the direRion,and guidance of 

his heart & behauiour, Fr the foolrſhneſje of faoles, all the witte 

and skill thatis1n rhe wicked : (for howſoeuer that carrierh a 

ſhewe of wiledome, yer the [obitance of it is folly, and though 

fooliſtymen vie to call them witc, yertthe wile God calleth them 
fooles)kx deceit whereby themſclues are beguiled both in opinion 
_ of thatthey are ,and in expectation. of that which they hope for: 
& whereby they beguile others alſo,cither in their ſoutes, or in 
outward matters, 

©So far onzlie15 cucry man wile as hee is of godly and chriſtian 

conuer{ation. 

-_ Thatisrrue wiſedome indeede which beginning at knowledge 
_ doth goe forward to practiſe, and beginning ar faich doth further 
- _ proce<de co the truites of taith. For val-fle there bee  proficable 

vic of knowledge both in our generall and parriculer c2llings, 

it hach _n*icher tac {ence nor the {auour of neanenly wiledome, To 
this purpolc ts that which is ſpoken by Moles 1n Deuceronomie;. 

Behold [ hane taught you ordmances, Of lawes; as the Lord my God 

commanded me, that ye ſhauld doc euen withmthe Land whether yee 
goe to peſſeſſeit, Keepe chem therefore, and ave them : for that 5 
Jour wiſedome and your vnderſtinding in the light of the people: 
which ſhalt heere all theſe ordimances,and ſhall [ay,oncly this people ts 

wiſe,and of vnderſtanding, Manye of other nations had witte 
and skillto ger wealth and power,as the Niniuites and Tyrtans, 

with diuers moe whome the {criprure mencioneth to be very 0- 

pulent and mighrty:Many among ocher people had Art & learning 
EO beeing greatlye ſeenc in mutters of pollicie and nature: as the 

_— —  Grecians,the Egyntians,the Chaldeans &c,many hypocrices, in 

_ - Jſraelllvnderſtood the fence of the Scriptures, and were able to 
reach others the meaning thereof, & yet the holy gholt reſtifieth 

_ that oneiy they were wile,and none other but they, kept the lawes 

of God,and did rhem. | 
- Firſt, all crue wiledome confifterh in the fear of God,& the tear of 

God, makerh ms carefully to look ro their waies, that nothing bee 
commited by che whereby he mighe be diſhonoured & offended, 

or any thing neglected, whereby hee may be glorified & plealed- 

_ Secondly,noman can bee laid to bee wile at any time, Wo . 
Es < | | 1a 
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Verſes. Provenss, 95 


ſhall be found fooliſh at the appearance of Ieſus Chriſte: & there- 
fore becaule all beſides the godly ,atchar day ſhall beare the bur- 
den of folly,it is cuident thatnone which are vngodly, have ar all 


the bleſſing of wiſedome, And by this argument doth {es 


conuince the {tubborne and tifnecked [fraclites ro bee a atr- 


on voide af counſel, and not to bane ame underſtanding in them, O03 2,2 


Mg he,hat they were wiſe:then they would conſider their latier 
en | | 

Thirdly,in regard of their preſent condition and good eftare in 
this life,none can be iuftly accounted wile, but godly and righte= 
ous perſcns, which order their choughts,and words, and actions, 
by wiſdome. They alone inioy proſperity,propetly ſocalled.& hap. 
pines:for all the reſt are cither without competent prouih,or the 
comfortable vie thereof:or the fafe continuance of ir, It they haue 
plenty,it is mixed with paine and ſorrows: [f they live in pleaſurcs 
they are beſet about with perils and dangers, 


-x 


Jaſtruction that we fariihe not our ſelucs with ability of ſpea- 77 [7 


king cf holy things, without the exerciſe and operation of them. 
Contefſion indeed is made with the mouth ,but faith is ſeated in 
the ſoule:and obedience is performed by the whele man. Saint 


[ames teileth ysthatic is co no purpole for man to fay that he be= "29S 


lecucth,vnleſſe he ſhow foorth the fruites of beleete: for it doth 
him nomore goodrhen talke of cating withour foode, doeth ro 
one thatis hungry :or ſpeeche of warmth without fire, or cloas 
thing,doth to one that is cold and naked. It che minde bee ſtored 
with no more knowledge then will furniſh the lips tor diſcourſe, 
it were as 200d tor a mals ro be yoide of that alſo, and to become 
vtterly mute:for profeſſion without conſcience and practiſe, is as 
daungerous as an accuſation againſt him, and doth much aggras 
yate kis difo>edience; They that diſpoſe not themiclues to trauell 


' towards heauen,deale very tooiiſhly when they prate of the waye 


to it:for ſo much the ſwitter is their paiſage rowardes hell and des 
trucion .The Lord will not haue the doctrine of {aluation dealte 
with,as many vie ſome of the liberail {ctences,fo be {tudied onely 
for contemplition;but hee requireth all that ſeeketorthe know- 
ledge ofit,co reloluc of practile. The worde of God is netto bre 
looked in as 4 Map of (trange countries, wherein me> take a view 
| of 
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95 | __ProysRBS, _ Chap.14 


__ of imanyplaces which they never mince to vifice:but all the celeſt1- | 

_ allcoilts which are there deſcribed to vs, wee mult addrefſe our 
Iclye> to travell in, and know by experience. 

 Conturation cf them thatthinke it a worke of wiſedome to {et 
a faire colour ona foule cauſe, and cunningiy to contriue their 
plots :o circumuent the ſimple. Whatſocuerthe world deemes of 
inch courſes, 1s certainthat the Lord eodemnerh them, though 
. men 1wdge that che perſons are prudenr.and their deuices very po- 
lirick,yer Go4faich, char being furtle they 3re foo/es, and all their 
crafty practiſes noching cfe but fools/bnres and deceic. Neither doth 
 Jeremie give any better teſtimony of them, when he- faith, They are 
fooliſh chillren, and haue nonevnderſtanding they are wſeto do enil, 
but 10 die well they haue no knowledge, lt cannot bethat the: Sprit of 
_ God which is ominiſcious ſhould miltake any thing,or being per- 
— fetly righteous, ſhould call men by wrong names, and therefore 
 [ithence he {tileth theſe which were $kilfull in harme dooing by 
___rhename of fooliſh men,dothey not bewray their ignorance or 

_ talſhood, which contrary to his teltimony doe gue ynto them the 

tle of wiſemen? _ | | | 

Wha: though they ſee that which others perceiue nor%yet it they 
 haue not vnderſtanding to make good vſe of it, itwere fater for 
them,not to dilcerne1t, Js it not hurtful for a deſperate man.to find 
a knife ready to cut his owne throate,or to elpy a well wherein hee 
may drown bimſclte?And fuch is all the wit & cunning ofcratty 
Perions-» Op 
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Verſe,g Some maketh fooles 19 agree ut among the righteous, 
:94t winch 1s acceprable maketh axreement. 


Ne wicked man louerh an other \orhis finnes fake, and | 
A Fisthemore willng and detirous of his company tor his » 
_ JewdconGdiions.The worde which wee tranſlate making to agree, | 
— doth figniierodoc che part of an interprecour berweene men 
__ oi different languages , by whoſe meanes they mutually ynder- 
 itzndeach others words, andofan ambaſſador berweene princes 
 fent eyth:r forthe making of a league, or tor the confirmation of 
_ Joueveriveenetnemt& the metſengers which Baradoch Baladan 
| Ds nn the 
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Verſe. 9. _ Proven, 97. 

the king of Babel ſentto Ezechiah are fo called 2 Chrons, > 2:27, 

But among therighteous that which « acceptablz.cxc+The meaning 

| is,that goodnes;cut ſuch as is approoued of God, and pleafingto 

} 200d men,doth ynire the minds of thoſe which are godly, & ma- 

keth chem louing and kinde euery one to other. El 

CLikeneſfle of manners is a forcible meanes to link mens if. &i- Do& £66 

ons rogether, | 
It is athing common in the nature of all men,and almoſt ral 

other liumg creatures,for like rodefre the like, The Scriptures 

teliifie it,our owne heatrs fceleirt, and generall experience ma- 

keth it manifeft Before tha men are connerted ro God, that may 

iuftly be charged vpon chem which ſaine P: aule ſpeaketh to the 

Romames thar not onety they commit ſuch things as are worthy of Rom! 

\ eternall dearh but aiſe fanour themihat dee them: Bur after thar 

N they arecfiectually called.chey may trwie faie with the Prophet. 

: [ am a compantan of them that feare thee and heepe thy precepts , 'Ex- 1 

amples are pregnanr and plentifull on both ſides . ſuch as wiltully P;al.,r19 *] 

DE confirme the point. Who remembreth not what was the caule of 

F-- the reconcthation berweene Herode and Pilace, who were before 
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3 at variance ?And of theagreemer of the Herodjans with the Pha- 
- nies which were of contrary factions ?Was it nor the violence & 
oh practiſes againfte Tefus Chiiſt;And the Tr Ela menticn 
—_ + © inaprayer,of the confederacie 2painſt God and 1:15 os by all 
or the moſt part of the 1dolarrous nations which were neere vii 
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Iiraell.T: hey haue taben crafire counſel, faith hee ſa thy peo. Pia$2,5, 9,50 
ple and hawe conſulted againſt chy ſecret oner, They hune {aige, PT 
Come ard let vecut them off from beemg 4 nation, and tet the name 
of !{raeilbe no more in remembrance. For they haue con{all2 4 to- 
gether 1m hearr and made a league agaiiſt thee, The taberzacte 


1 - Edom an1the Ilhmacltes, Moab, and the Agarims Geb 4, an 
$M Ammon.and Amalech the Philiſtins, with the mh abirants af 7 tt 

- Aſhur ts alſo royned with them they are rm armto the childie v/ 7; a, 
nn = Werreall theſe nations never at any difference amony the mletace? 
-  * was thereſuchinnocency inthem,as that none wou'd offer wrong 
'S >  troothers?or ſuch meeknes andpatience,thatcuery man woulgde 
of  beareitart thehand3of others? There was nothing efle: for a 
n - mayreadethatAthur was violent,and Tyrus prowdc, and Moab 
1C : N 2 11-5 


14 


98  PrOvenns, Chap.1t4 


iaiolent 2nd none ofthe reſt bur ipnoranr, and ynrighteous And 


then all may ow, that diſcord is, where humility is not, and 


when knowledge and equity taul,contentions, and ttife abound: 
bur ir fallerh our with them as with greyoounds that goe toge- 
ther by the earcs for a bone:the fighte of a poore hare will parte 
them,and make them with one accord :o perſue her. On the con- 
trary lide,the hearts of the godly ate ſtrongly toyned together 
by the graces which they lee each in others, and the oood feru- 
ces which both parts performe tothe Lord,andhis people: Heere- 
by came forrghans ſoule ro be ſo neerely knir vnto Dauid: and | 
Dauid ſoconftantly to cleaue vnto fonathanthereby was Ruch fo 
firmely yniced ro Naomi, and Boaz toRuth: for! he bords of al- 
Tance,athaity,and marriage, were notof tuch force with ther ,as 
the piecy and faichfulnes that was in them. Iſaiah ſpeaketh oftwo 
aduerſary nations, beeing alwatcs ar deadly teud one with an other 
and both ofchem mortall foes of God and the Church; thar they 


Thouldbe reconciled together,andto God,andto che Church by 


their converſion to !eſus Chriſt-/ that day ſaith heſhallthere bre a 
path from Egypt to' Aſhur aud aſur ſhall come into Egypt, ana 


Z e/Eonpt mo Aſbur:;ſothe e Egyptians ſhall worſhip with Aſnnr. 11 


that daie ſhall Iſrae!l be the third with Egypt and Aſhur, euen 4 
 bleſſeng m the midſt of the land, for the Lod of Hoaſts ſhall bleſſe it 
fayirg, 'B leſſed bee my people Egypt and Aur the work of mine hands 
474 lfrael mme mhernance. 
Firit,the wicked of the ſame diſpoſition LG a ncer vnion one 
with an other, as conttariwile, the god'y have among them- 


#elues. They areſubiccts of one prince, {ouldiours of one captaine, 


ys 1s of one malter,ciuldren of one father, members of one bc- 
v,hiuing the fame ſoule and [piritiog ojuc lite omepop to 
be 
Second y,both the wicked andrhe godly are ſociable to them 
ey one forte -and much aff: ted with the company ot thole 
waich approue of theire waics: and becready to toyne witi 
zhem1ntnecxerciies whichdelighe them, Drukards cannoc well 


THHik thetrale or wine ,vhenth ey fic atic alone; & as chapmen 


DOUr cultome:to arc gameite rs withour company: the preſence 
& cemmunication of filthy perions dorh inuch recreate the perſos 
| thac 


Verſe y» . PrxOVERSS. 99 


that are filthy :; and theeues doe thinke it a very great benefite to 
get companions with them in their theft. And therefore in the firlt 
chapter,arc there perſwaſions and reaſons, to that purpoſe dec}a- 
red: Come with vs,lay they, we will /ay waite for viooa, and tie privi!y * 
for the mnnacent, wuhant danger: we (hall finde all precioma riches. 
fill our houſes with ſpoyle: thou ſhalt put 11 thy lot among vi; we will al 
haue one purſe, And the fellowſhip of fairbfuil Chittians, in fa- 
fling and prayer, in participation of che word and Sacraments;and 
inall holy exerciſes of religion, doth as much retreſh the hearts of 
chem that addict chemſclues co the leruices of God,and votained - 
ly ſecke erernall faluation. They 2ladly cometogetner, they wit- 
lingly tay together, they comfortably conuerſe togerner, as it is 
{414,in che Acts of the Apoſtles: that they continued Auniy 1th one 
accord im the Temple; & breaking bread at hame Ad eate their meat 
rogtther with giadneſſe and /mgiencſſe of heart, 


yy 


Confutation of them that giue the Papiſts fo high a commen- V /z=1. 


dation for vnitie;which defcrue fo deepe a condemnation tor con- 
{piracie, They loue one another molt dearely : but it is becauſe one 
knoweth another to hace religion, and Chriſtians, and Prince and 
cowntrie moſt deadly; idolatry and{uperttition,and treachery and 
treaſons,are the foundations of their amtie and kindacs. 


Initruction totry what yprighinefle is inour hearcs; by our loue 2 


of righteous men, tor rightcoulneſle ſake, Whoſoeuer docrh tru- 
ly deccft iniquitie, wil louingly imbrace the company of them that 
bee enemies vnto it : 2nd all that ſoundly fet their 2ffeions on 
coodnefſe, will ettragge. themiclues trom toem that waike in 
wickednetſe. Daxd buil: his comfort vponthe farmnefile of this 
ground worke; when he {aid for the aſſurance of his fdelirie to- 


wards God : that all bis delight was in the Sammtes that were in the Pialkn643 


cexrth.and m theexceilent, And when he aprpealcd to the Lorces 


owne teltimonie of his holy z2ale; ſaying; Doe no t/ ate them, O FIacI3g.H122, 


Lerd, chat hate thee? and doe nat [earneſtly contendwih theſe that 
riſe vp againſt thee? I hate them wuh an unfdlneahatrtd, as they 
VET E WBHe UITeY EMEMICT., ; 

Contolation to them whom-to vngodly man can tance, bur 
enery one malioneth and ſpeaketh cuill of, and ſetterh hitmſclie a- 
Sainit, VVhaemakerh chis comitic and oppoliticn, but iclly and 


. N 3 | malice, 
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: 10S - 
- malice on the one ſide, and faithfulnefſe and well doing on the 0- 
- xacer? Je proueth thatthem(:lues are rwo fpirituail, for fle(hly fooles 


" E* 


Praverss. Cha).t4. 


ro fauour,and their wayes too righteous for ſinful men to like of, 
If they were of the world, they ſhould finde more friendſhip ar 
worldly mens hands : if they will runne to the ſame exerciſe of ri- 


_ ot, and kane with the wicked;they ſhould bee leffe rraduced 
wicked mens tongues. In regard whereof, on the contrary fide, 


it is not a credire, but a blemiſh, not for comfort bur for terroi; to. 
bee magnified and made much of, among them of whom God, 
andhis beſt feruancs are deſpiſcd: and lewde men of worſe beha- 

niourarc moſt countenanced, DL - 


Verſe 10. The heart traweth the bitterneſſe of his ſoule, and a 
 ftranger ſhall nat meadle with bus toy, 


o 


TO Heheart of 4 man) chat part of him which is the fountaine of 
_—  Þ life, and ſeatvt affections, krowerk the birterneſſe of his ſaule, 
 fecleth inward angiith, and hath experience of pearcing forrows; 


the meaning is, thar the feares and heart griefe of them that haue 


_ _  atroubled conſcience, are more felt of themſelues, than knowne 


to others. And aſtrangerany other befides himſelfe,all 19t med - 
dle with bus roy- cannot dilcerne how grear his comfort is, being 


the ſamethatS, Perercalleth, an w#ſpeakable ior. No griefeis io 


" Erear, as that which lyeth vpon an afflicted conſcience, 

. .Jris nor onely bitter, buc birterneſſe ir ſelfe, more vnpleaſant 
then gall or worme-wood :itis an vnknowne burthen, and orie. 
uouſly cruſheth encry one which lyeth ynder it. And therefore it 
is ſayd; that the [prrite of a man will ſuſteine hitynfirminie, but 4 
wounded ſpirir, who can beare ? The minde ofa man may bearec 
out with patience, the patnes and dileaſes of the bodie orany out- 
ward crofles; but what {trength (beſides the power of Gods holy 
{pisit) isable to make a man withour fainting or ſhrinking,to cn» 

_ dure thecorment of abitcer 3fflicted foule ? Nohealth, no plc» 
ſures,no comfocts of this life can cheare it yp: no might can inable 
any to ftand firme and fureynder ſuch an incollerable watcht, Da- 
#:4compareth the horrour of it, notto Rripes on the body, or 
breackes on the skinac, or woundes in the fleſh, but tothe very 


breaking 
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breaking of the bones: as hee faith, Make me heare toy and glad- f'al.c1.5 


neſſe.that the bones which thou haſt broken may revoyee. 
- Firſt, the fiehr of finne is very hideous for a wakened conict- 


Reaſons t, 


ence to beholde; and thar doeth therefore pierce the hearr with. 


miſerable pangues and errors. And hereupon. was Dama mooued 
with ſuch importunutc to ſue for mercy at Gods handes, that the 
booke might bee crofled, and all his iniquities pardoned; becauſe 
faith he, ay func rx ener before mee. The memory and ouiltineſle 
of it, putlucd him euery where continually, by mohe and by day: 
2broad and at home;ia bed and at board: no time. could free him 
from it ; no place could ridde him ot. itz no power could preuaile 
3g41n{ if, 

Secondly, the apprehenſion of Gods diſpleaſure, of all things 
is moſt terrible and fearful, and thatis it whica doeth fo mach dife 
may the wounded conſciences. 7ob had aiflictions yppon afflicti- 
ons, md lotfes ypon lofles; loffe of ſheepe and Ox-n, Iofle of Aﬀes 
and Camels, lofſeof feruantes and children. loffe of ſoundnefſe 
and goodeiiate of his owne body : and yet for all theſe, his heart 
was nor troubled, yntill God ſeemed ro be oft:nded, andthenhee 
was preſently much perplexed, The Prophets knew well that re- 
bukes were wholeſome,andchaſtilinents neceflarie t andyer they 


Ht 
=— 
Ly 

4 


pray earneſtly, that the Lord would not rebrnko them in wrath ,nor Pl: 5.x 
carrett them manger, but onely chaltiſe them m mdgement, leaſt Ler.19.24 


they ſhauld be Grought to n9t Ag. 

Our Saatour Clift himiche could eafily indure both paines and 
pouertie, and hunger and thir(t, and contempr, and reproach,and al 
other crofles from his youti vpward; but when our tanfgreſhons 
_ drought ypon him Gods indigration, whenfor the finnes of hfg 
people, he was to lultcinethe wrath of his Father : then thoush 
he was molt perfectly patient, hee could no loncer torbeare to be- 
mone his1mportable burden that lay ypon bim. fy foe, tairhhe, 
i5 heauie een vnto the death, then he prayerth: Farber rf nt be poſſibte, 
let this cuppaſſe from me*then in a bitter agonie hee talleth a {wea- 
ting, and tha of drops of blood : and laſtly after all ch1s, at rhe fint- 
ſhing of his paſſion ,and the perfecting of our redemtioo, hee ſent 
derh vp apathetic} complaint to his Father: Ay Cod my Coa, 
why haſt thow forſaken me, ; 
| MN 4  A-moniticn 
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102 * PrROVERES. Chap.14. 
Admonicion to be heedfull continually, that we expoſe not our 
hearts to theledirall and bitter recrors, by prouoking the Lord to 
wrath withany preſumtuous offences, If we will walke in ſuch 
wayes, as whereby his ſpiric ſhall bee gricued ; hee will bring our 
way2s yppon our heades; and cauſe our heartesto bee aftcighced. 
Hacdaeciſe may nappily hold poſtethon of them, and make them 
ſenſciefl withour all feeling for atime: bur how(ocuer it keeper 
out grace, yet ic can alywynyes keepe our feares, and though it 
put men in hope of peace and laterie, yer it coalpireth againſt 
ta<m,and haftn=th their dread and dangers, Jf they belong vnco 
the Lord, this hocrour will bee a workiag medicine to cure them 
_ of cheic ſecuritie and HnfulneTet they be children of deftruction, 
it will bz acleere cuidence of God his mftice, and that others may 
beware of beiag lecure and finfull. On, how wiſe therefore bee 
they,and prouidenc for their owne happinelle, which preuenc this 
burden of miſcrie, by timely eſchewing of vice and wickedneſle; 
whichvpon examination of theig wayes,, doc feare them(ſciues 
wich the threacnings of the [awe thacG O D may imvolden them 
with the promiſes of the Golpel : which afflict rheir ſoules with 
ſorrow fot their finnes, that he may refrzſh them with the pardon 
___of che lame? | 
__  Inftruction, tobepittifullcothem whole hearts are wounded 
at the fight of their {innes, and the feare of Gods wdgements:if 
we know how to faccour them, their caſe calleth for our help: if 
wee can giue tem any direction, their diftreſſe requireth our 
countaile ;and it is a ſeruice very acceptable ro Gad,to declare 
our coinpallionto them, andb:ea meancs of their comfort. It 
would haue beene as much for the commendation of [ob friends 
to the end of the world, asiris now for their difpraiſe, if they had 
dealclike sKkiltull and mercifull phylitions; as through 1ndiſcreti- 
on,they (hewed themſclues milerable comforters. Bar they chat 
mocke at theic mourning, and deride their pricte , asthouph it 
.grewe from melancholy or childiſhneile : ler them know, chat 
their owne heartey/ will one day, bee bitten with gripings and 
gucte,vnletſs chey ropent, they ſhall bee flung with the giulti» 
neile of an euill conſcience: either before they cometo the cade 
of cheir race, or yp2ontheir death-bed, oc in place of diftruRion, 
| | They 


Verſe,t! PrRovines. 203 
7 They now {coffe at their brethren which groane vnder a burde? 
E that they feele-not 1 who knoweth burthart heereafrer they may 
finke and perith ynder a burden which their brethren thall never 
fecle? | : | 
Incouragementto thoſe of Gods people, which feare their caſe 
ro be deſperate; becauſe, as they thinke, .itis frnguler, No man, 
laich cach of them, was cuer aſſaulted with ſuch teares and remp- 
carions,or oppreſſed with ſuch anguiſh or agonies, as Iam. And 
why doe you deem your owne terrors and griefes to be grextel?, 
but becauſe you haue no experience of other mens? So cuery 0- 
ther mari whoſe heart knoweth the birternefle heere mentioned, 
doth thinke, that you were ncuer ſo preatly atfiicted as bee is: for 
becauſe cuery mans taſte, whereby hee yſually meaſurerh his ſtare 
in feares and temptationyis onely.in himlelfe. Burifit were yeel« 
ded, that your trouble is not onely greater then your neighbours 
know, but farre more grieuous then they ſuſteine, yeryce are not 
withoutremedie,fo long as the Locd faileth not ofall ſufficiencie. 
E Hce knoweth how much you ſuffer, and how long you can 
indure; andis able to help,andreadie in due timetoeate you Dor, 
Anda tranger ſhall not meadle with his toy Cc. | 
Gods pecple teele their greaceſt comfort after their birtereflt 
' griete. When they haue caſted more gall then others were ware of, 
they {hall be fatished with honie abouc chat which any can con- 
cciue of. Heauineſſe commeth before to ſoiourn: in their acarts for 
a ſhort timegbur gladnes tolloweth after,to inhabite thee for cuer. 
Many tefrimonies doth the Scriptme yeelde, for confirmation 
of this point, becauſe (molt men being carnall) a few are periwas 
dedofic. Jn Matthew, Chtifſt in a word pronuonceth them 5/cj/44 
that mourne becaulc they (ball be comforted. 
In /o2zhe more largely dwellerh vpon it,athrming it bypro- 
mije,and confirming itby proote: FYeriy,verily, { ſay vnto you that 
you ſhall xeepe ani lament,and the world thall rewyce : anayee hail 
ſorrow but your {[orrowihallbe turned into. Amwvoman when shee 
rraueleth oath {arrow, becauſe her houre ts come: but as ſoone as (hee 
1s delinered of the child 1he remembreth no marethe anguiih, for 169 
that 4 7147 ts barne mto the wor!d,c>c. | : 
In /{azai he facecellech it, auouching the ſane alwell in the ' q 
O telta- 
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104. PrxOvenss, ns Chap.14, 
teGament as the newer. The Lord, ſaith he, hath ſene mee ropreach 


good tidings unto the poore, and to bude vp the broken hearted: to 


preach the acceptable yeere of the Lorde, and to comfort all that 
mourne to appoint Unto theme that mourne in Sion, and to fine nts 
them beaune for aſhes, the ole of toy for mourning, the garment of 
8ladneſſe for the Fpirn of heaumeſſe. ; 


Firtt, god'y forrow is cauled by faith, andcauſeth repentance 


ynto (aluation, notto bee repented of; 'and fo remiſſion of finnes, 


and peace of conſcience, andioy in the Holy Ghoſt in/uerh ypon 
it, They which haue been pretſed with the burden of finne, will 
be much refreth+<d with deliverance from it: they which haue bia | 
terrified with che guiltinefle of fin, and the horrible fight of dams» 
aarion, cannac chule bur bee toyfull at the pardon thereof , when 
their toules ar: aſſuredof falurtan, Hence groweth greater glad- 
neſſe than trom dilcharge of debres, to them that and in rare of 


bankruprs; then fromthe princes pardon : & grant of life ro them 


that are condemnedto die. 

Secondiy,prear atfiictions compell the godly to poure our m3- 
ny praters before God,and rhe multitude ot praiers is very mighty, 
and faileth nor of force to bring marueilous much contolation to 
the conſcience. . | 

. Thirdly,where the ſoule is humbled by forrowes and feares,rhe 
Lord delighteth ro be preſent in googdnes and favour: and fo much 
meant Dauid when he laid; The ſacrifices of God are aconrite [pr- 
rit : a coutrite and a broken heart ,O God thou wilt nat deſpiſe. And 
lo much himſelfe mol? graciouſly protefſerh,when he faith; / def 
:n the high and haly place, and with him alſo that ts of a contrite and 
bumble jpirit, toreume the ſpirit of the humble, & togine life torhems 


that are of a contrite heare, Now 1s it poſſible for comtort to bee 


ab{:ns, where his kindaefſe is preſent? or can thar heart be voyde 
of conſolation, which is inhabited by the God of confolation ? 
or may he which hath the fountaine and lea of gladnefſe within 

him.remaine 8 drie pit,and bevcrerly empty of gladnes? 
Taitruction, when prietes and croubles di/quiet our heartes, to 
exaimain of what fort they be,whither worldly or godly:if world- 
ly, they are miſerable and tend to death; if godly, they are com- 
iortable,and tend to lite» Now forcryall, conlider not onely from 
| whence 
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whence they ſpring at firſt, bur whither they lead ys atlaſt: for 
many times it faileth our, thar thoſe feares & forrows which grow 
from worldly reſpects, and matters concerning the bodie, are 
changed into a contrary nature, & be mcerely:for the finnes of che 
ſoulezas may appeare by the example of the /ay/ar. Do they there 
fore cauſe ys to ſearch ur hearts more deeply, and to hate our tins 
more deadly? Are we further from ſelte-liking and better perſwa- 
dedof God, and more attentiue to Gods word and the counſe!l 
of his ſeruants, than formerly we hauc bene? Then though onr an- 
guiſhes are not pleaſanc, yer they are profitable; though they ſeem 
not ioyous for the preſent, yetthey procure ioy to follow after. Ac» | 
cording to this,is that ſaying in the Lamentations : Xemembring Lam. 3.1 9,40, 
mine afflitt1ons and my monrning, the wormewood and the gall. My | 
ſoule hath them 1nremembrance and u humbled im me,ther fore hane 

[ hope, It s the Loyds mercies chat we are not conſumed. * 


ARMS. 


Verſe 11.7he houſe ofthe wicked ſhall be deftrayed: but the taber- 
zacle of che righteous ſhall flourth, 


He houſe of the wicked )the wicked himſelfe andhis whole e- 
ſtate, ſhall be deſtroyed; ſhall bee onerthrowne and rooted out 
by the curſe of 60d:either ſuddenly,and all ar once; as it isrobee 
feene in ſome,or in continuance of time,and by degrees, as it fal- 
lethout toothers.Bur the rabernacle of the right:0us, his habitarion 
him{clfe; and choſe things which belong voro him, hailflowre/Þ ſhal 
Oe bleſſed of God and made pro'perous- | 
CE 1 he mean eſtate of the godly is (ater, and betrer than the great DoF. 7 
proſperitie of ſinners. | 
V Vhen he ſpeaketh of that which is preſent, he reſemblerh the 
condition of the one fort to (trong and tarely houſes; & che other 
to weake and low tents : bur when hes foretelleth their condivion 
. to come,he threatneth to rhe one deftruction and ruine, and pro» 
milech to the other proſperitie and growthe. See this point hand». 
ledinthe 10.chap.v.25.vpon theſe words, As the whir le-w 11d paſe 
ſeth,ſo is the wicked nomore but thayighteom 16 an exerlaſting fonda- 
:rorn, Andinther 2.chap,v,7, where it is fnd;tharGod auerthroweth 
the miched,& they are nat bmt the houſe of the right cons ſhatl [tard. 
| O43 Verſe 12, 


Bs, v.37 
ae aiak's 23. ap EO 


xv 3 YL . IX 1 - 4 
olga Be tg ly ity «ivy $ - » 
PE LE I I ON NS 


106 = nt EO Chap.14 , 


Verſt x-There is 4 way os ſeemeth right to a man Z but the iſſues 


thereof are the Hes of. death» 


phone E5 A WAY. Jnamely,alewde and finfull courſe of life, rhas 
ſeemeth r:ght to a man, which wicked men, per{wade theme 
ſclues tobe free trom dangers. It 1s agreeable to their Juftes and 
carnall reaſon, it makerh cither for their plcalures,or profits: they 
haue been long acquainted with it; they haue found proſperau; 
ſucceſle by tt; they leethe oreacer perfonages,and number of men 
cw 11 it; ad therefore conclude of fatcrie therein. Bur he 
25 thereaf are the wayes of death; \t is certaine that the beginaing 
ot1t,and firſt Reppcincoit, did tend ro dearh; bur when they haue 


| proceed: diam, they ne atthe laſt rotheir tourneysende, 
andthat is tobe deſtroyed for cuer. 


« Wicked menare moſt bold and confidenc1 in that which is moſt 


- fintull and dingerous, 


Then many ſooke for commendation, and thinke their workes 
zo be molt allowable, when ſhame is Es yvnrothem,& their waies 
re alcogether abominable. Then they hope for grexeſt lafetie, 


A to ef farre ynough trom all manner of perill, when they , ; 
hait to their yndolag,and runne with all ſpeed towards deſtructi- 


on.Sce the I2.chap.v. 15, Where the ſame matter hath bin handled, 


- by occation ofthe like words ; tac te way of a foole is 110 he mbis 
omne eYes, 


 Verle. ro. Emen in Harbors th heart is forrawfull, 2 the end of 
that mirch is beaumeſſe. 


7 T7: At> is to be vnderftood of the vngod! y.and ſuch as are ye 


rothemiclues of joe gFcat Euils; WO emer 172 {anghing amidit 
thur ip: 3rts and greateſt delights haue oripings of feares, and vex* 
ations in their hearts. dndche end of that mirth is heauine(ſe, vxhen 


thei; pirafures arc ended their Paines will | bein - ther arch "Was 
mingled With nai 


tecter heart-biting3, bs « forrow ſhall be 
t all mixcure, in neither LE nor 
Gel: 'y ::-birrernefle > EN 


C The \vickedare often to-kundand merry: : but neucr heartily 
75 Fla pid... 


pure c fir lelje; 
comfort: 


They 
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They may reioy ce inthe face, andnetin the heart; they may 

haue many things without to moue them'to be merry, and yet a 
ſting withall in their harts ro marre their mirth, The ' Lord hath 
ſpoken it once, and againe, thatthere 1s no peace tothe wicked ff 
andthen we may truche ſpeake ir againe, and againe, and as 0:- 
ren as opportunity ſeruerh, that there is no ſound ioy inthe wic- 
ked. | EE ET. | 

Firlt,they are wholly deſtitute of the ſappe,and root of true com. $24/075 7, 
fort & gladnes, becauſe they arc nor partakers of the ſpirit of Gogy 221573 
for the Apoltle teflzfieth thac roy and-peace are the frut of the ſpirit. | 
it 15.25].offile for thornes to brare grapes, and figs togrow on 
thitiles,as for graccles fleſh, bceing altogether carrupr to bring 
torth {incere toy and comfort. 

Scecondiy,no paſtime & pleaſures,no {ports and merriment, ic» 
ing or laughter can cure the guiltines of an euil confcience, And 
a guilty conlcicce is like an vicer, or teftered weud,which wil pur 
the party to paine in the micdeſt ofa fealt, and notceaſe to ake 
rough it were wrapped vÞ with greatelt bravery, And in regard 
thereof all the vngodly are compared by the prophet tothe raging 
{ca that caaort rett, ]t 15 asecatic for the Occan to be without waues 
and [urges when 3 tempett iycth vpon 1t,as tor a fintull mans hearce 
rode without all trouble and gripings, when guiltines Worketh in 
him . 
Tarraly,they arc not ignoramtytiovgh they would wyllinglye 
forgetir,thacthey are morrtall, and mult be gone hence.thar there 
is 21udgement to come. & they vnready forimand this doth nota 
- tele appall chem howfocurr they face our the matrer, and make 
a icmbiance of great cheeretulnes. And this to bee the condition of 
4] the vareeenerate vefore they be vaited ro Chrift, and vndoub- 
tegly certified of their fajuacion the Apoilie declareth ror the Re- 
orewes, laying,that /or feare of deat? tiney ave tl their life time ſub- 
rect:g bondage, | 

Inftryuion tharwe fearenar finne the lefſe, becauſe rhar finners 14 , 
ſeem to be troubled at it ſo liitletthar we yeeld not to the baites * 
ot1r the more, vecauſe they reioyce atitlo much; tor who bur 
God & them(=lucs do know what flawih dreads in their heatts: 
when their greateſt ihewot magnanimite is in tacir faces? 

O 2 | What 


- 


4 


004 ee ee. et es 


ET EYE Mr CE ONTIIEE? RETIRE - ; El L 
—_—_ 1 ASIC wYorf Br AD ods, 


” 
& 
F 
[] 
2 
3 
F 
? 
E 
$ 
| 
5 
4 
Ss 
£ 


CLE 


SPARE 2s m4, 


9x8 Derg tr ardent 


- . A AT note = , ARR 
yo IRE Mts Seu iS I RA 3 74 wo. 
NEE EI. OE SC3GS MOTT fv RELIOE ben £24d, 


AR rs ts te ”_ 
2 ore ratio 
_ Eg Ys wy 


. +Eccl,7,8. 


103 | __ _ Pnrovarss. Chep.rg, 
What bitter ſorrow is intheir ſoules, when dainty morſels are in 
their mouthes,and jieafanr mulick in their eares,and merry {on+- 


_ _netres inrheir Iippes? Bur war life is more delightfully, and whar 


fare more defireable then theirs which continually follow theire 
{ports and pleafures,which alwaies conuerſe with merry compa- 


- nions, which cuery day,and ar eucry meale doc cate and drink of 


the beſt & faire(t?Bur what life is more loxthlome, and whar Rate 


more miſerable then theirs, who are driue continually to vſe thoſe 
_exercites for phiſicke: without which the heart would be oppreſ- 
" ſed with fictes of feares, and watt away with the conſumption of 


the ſpirits? | 

Reproofe of their folly, which purchaſe the yncemfortable de. 
lghes ar fo deere a rate, by forteiting their {4luatton for them. The 
price that they pay isof grcater valew then Efaus birthrighc,and 


the wares that they buy are farleſſe worth then Eiaus potrage. 


They are ſhort, and yaine,and painfull,and paiſing hurtful 8&gan- 


- gerous. Knoweſt thow not this ſaith Zophar to [ob?of #/d,cuer (mce 
_ Godplaced man vyon the earth, rhat the reioycing of the wicked ts 


foort,and chat the 1oy of the hypocrites is but for a moment: Like the 
noiſe of tharnes under a pot,ſo is the laughter of the foole: the alſo ir 
vant), ſarh Salomon,His great baſe of merriment will quickly be 
extinguiſhed for wantof fewell co feed ic. Bucthis were a ſmall 
mater if the eudof their pleatures were the end of their beeine,and 
not the beginning oftheir corment. Bur our tex: {faith that the end 
of that murth us heaumes, fe i 

And our Sauiour faich,oe be 7s you that now laugh: for you/hall 
wee and wept, How vawile then ire they ro delight fo much in 
the reliſh of ſuch a deadly poy!on?Why do men lo violently fol- 
low their fleſhly delires? Nomancan difſwade chem from vn- 


| holly recreations onthe Lordes day: no man candifſwade them 


from quaffing and drurkenncfie: no man can diflwade them 


_ from ynlawfullpaitimes and gaming:manifoid are the Fnnes,and 


greatare the miſchictes from which no man can diffiwade them. 
Jn tarre berter caſc ace they that refuſe (as Moyſes did) theſe mo- 
mentany plefures offinne, though they fall imo many afflictions; 
forthey are nor without greate comfort in the middes of theire. 
troubles,and how happy will their ſtate bee then, when they may 
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Vere 14.15, | Prxovyezerss: | 109 


bee delivered from them all? And how vnutterable ſhall they be + 
bleſſed, beyond all the reach of thoughr and meditation: when 
the fulneſle of ioy and glory ſhall bze conferred vppon them for 
£euer. 


Verſe. 14. He that 1s of a froward heart, ſhall bee ſatiate with hs 
071 waics and agoodman wuh that which ts m him, 


| E that tnaf 4 froward heart) winch ſetterh his hart ypon lewd» 
He: andeuil,and declineth euery day,waxing worſe & warie 
[all be ſatrate with h:s owne wayes,cuen faredand filled ful, with the 
plagues and 1udgements which his owne deſerts ſhall draw yppon 
him. 4nd a good man with that which 1s mhim,{hall abundantly in- 
toy both inward comforts, and outward happines,tor his conſtant 
yprightnefle,and holy behauiour, | | ; 
C Eucry man both goodand bad {hall feele himſelfe ſufficiently pz. 
recompenced tor his ſeruice, | | 
They that ſerue the ficſh,and increaſe their labours to fulfill the 

luſts chereof,ſhall at length recetue their pay, and haue more wa- 
ges then euer they looked tor,or withed for, And they that ſecke 
the Lord,and ſhew themlelues d11;gontin doing his will, ſhall in 
the end be fully required, & their will far exceed their hope, Borh 
{hail reape the crop which they haue ſown, & neither of their ſeed 
{hall faile of growthgorripening,Sce the ſame point in efte&tpro- 
{ecuted1n the eleuenth chaprer,v.18.where hee ſaith ,thatthe wre- 


xed orketh adeceitimllwork. but he that ſaweth righteonſneſſe (hall 
recelue 4 ſurereward, . : 
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Verſe,15 The foohſh beleenerh emer) thing but be that is pro- 
Aent taketh hecdto hs ſteppes . | 


T- foole Jhe that is i]!ie for his. owne foul ,and ignorant with- 
out yncerftanding of che matters of God, bclcewerh eucry 
ramg,raſhly giuing credit to cuery voine tale thac is told him:and 
hearkning tocuery decenuer that miſleadeth him, Bur « prudent i 
man,he that is of a letled indgement, and proudent for his owne 


latety ,aketh hecde to his ſtepper,cxaminerh firlt what waight and 
| O4 {ound- 
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110 * Do. - PrOveRss, | Chap.14. 
ſoundaes there is in that which is ſpoken, before hee conſenc ro ir, 
eycherin perſ{waſion or pratiſe. 
© They which ace lealt carctulltolearn the truth,are moſt credu- 

'lous co hearxento lies, | 


_ They could nor bur actainto wiſdom,if they wold giue earto their 
_ tnftcuStions of knowledge:& truth imbraced would preſerue the 
_ fro liſtening co errors. We haue 2 common prouerb,that faire wordes 
make foolsfain; waen we fee by commoa prattiſe on che contrarie 


fide,rthac faichfull words do mike fools co fret. The counſel of God 
which Ezechicl and ſeremy deliuered to the people of theire time, 
were no more regard-d of the mol, than blaſts of wind:bur thely, 
ing ducmaroxs which the falſe Prophets vitered , were of 25 great 
farce with them a5 9racles,thoſe they hoped would be confir med, And 
our Sautour him{elfe ſpeaketh of the manner of his entertainment 
 am339 thoſe of his rim?:aying, [ ans come in my fathers name, and 
ye receine me nattif an ather hallcome in his own name him will yee. 
"receine, | 


F Reaſons.r -  Ficſtinche things of God,and matrers whick concerne eternall 
——_ _ Tife,theyare as much yoid ofiudgement,and good affeRion as lir-" 
_—_—____ ___tlechildren, which can hardly brook the nurture which is moſte 
_ wholtomse for the:& a5 hardly forgo the liberty that is mott perni- 
\ - — tious vnco the, Euzry precept char rEdeth co che imforming of their 


 miads,andche amending of cheir maners,is like to gal ia their tos 


_ maacks: but euery perſ{wation char infeterh their harts, 8& perucr= 
__ rethcheir behaujour,is like tohony in their mouths. 
'- Secondly Saran raigneth andrulech in them:he hath power ouer 
__racir fences, he (topperh theireares fro harkning to words of truth, 


-whereby their ſoules ſhold be ſanRified:and opencth them to de- 


_-cciueable errors, whereby their harts are corrupted, 


_ Tairdly the heauy Rroke of Godis vpon thens:in ſending them 


_ trons delution,char they ſhould belecur lyes becauſe they recci- 


ued nor tac loue of the rrueth ,and fo he giuerh them ouer to mil- 
beleete for a puniſh:neat of their yabelecte. | 
Reproofeot many torts of pe@ple, which may iuſtly be charged 
with ch15 raſh and ynaduifed -creduliry- Wanen God offered mer- 
cies, or threataeth iudgemientes by the miniſtery of his worde, 
they are nothing at all mooucd with it ; but. whea the 


De: 


Ferſe.t5. PROVERES, IT 


diuell promiſeth helpe by forcerers,or ſpeaketh of hurt by prophe- 2 4 
ciers,they vndoubcedly expect the accompliſhment thereof, When _ E 
faichtull preachers by warrant out of the word declare what con- 
F {cience is to be made of the Sabbaoth, and howto be ſanRified & 
| after wat manner the other commandements areto be ob{erued: 
their miniſtery is not of credite ynough ro be regarded: bur if falle 
prophets tell them that the Sabbarh is abbrogared, and all the olde 
teſtamenc aboliſhed, or broach any other peltilen: points for ali- 
centious courſe of life, they are preſcatly eſteemed worthy and 
comtortable reachers, And lo leſuites and Seminaries intifing 
them ro idolacry, and difloyalcy, yea,and forme of them manye 
times to ſhamefull impurity,zre deuvourtandreuerend fathers. And 
ſo ſtage-players,and munftrels, are teachers of good leffons, and 
more edifice with incerludes and fongs,than the minifters do with 
their ſermons and preaching. V Ve will not ſpeake here of yncha- 
| ricable perſons, which are prompt, and ready to traffique with any 
- thatcarrieth a pack of malitiousreports againſt ſuch as vnfained= 
F ly feare God: thoſe wee (hall deale with, when we come to the 
ſcuenteenth chaprer, ver{.4.where it is ſetas anote of the wicked to 
giue heede to falſe !ryper,and thats Har harkneth ro the naughtie 
rongue, 
laftruction toſhew our wiſedome according to the direion 2 
here giuen vnto.vs:not to ſet a foote forward to follow any mans 
perſwaſhon, before it appeare ynto ys to be found and warrantable» 
The Holy Ghoſt is frequent in exhorting vs ro chis heedefulnes: = :: 
Trie all thing i faith S.Paul,and &:epe rhat which is good, Beleene not 7 lohn,z4,y, he 
every ſpirit, faith Slohn bar rry che ſpirits whether they are of God, — _ - mY: 
for manie falſe Prophets are gone mo the world, 1,Thcfh, F.2ks Bit 
Weare not willing to be blindfolded at our meat,nortocat our os 
ſupper Witnout a light,eſpecially. in (trage places where we neither 
know well the fidelicy of our hoſt: nor wha: diſhes are fer before 
v3:aad hill we be more prouden: for the ou:ward inn, thanthe 
10ward?Saall we k{2ep out of our boches whaticeuer 15 not whole- 
ſome and ſauory,and receive into our loules luch foode as wil poys» 
foa vs, 
But is tt notcontrary to charity to fift mens words,and notto Cecect. 
relt yppoa the truech and faith;ulacs of their refti non, e . 
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713 : PROveRBs. Chap.14. 


Anſ, Toere; nothing a contrary ro charity that is agreeablro wil. 
dome:and no wrong is done ro man by obeying the comets and 
preceptof Gog, Sithence therefore he doth command itas a dury, 
and cormmendicas a yertue,tor men to ve circumſpect jm hearing: 
Aavhoihal: lay it ro their charge as a fault? What imury was Ts 
to Panl by the prudent Bercans which ſearched the Scriptures daya 
tie, whether thoſe things were ſo,ashetaughr We vie to tell filuer, 
ZE and towaigh gold.and yer preindge not them at whole hands 
-weereceiue them. It the thinges which they ſperk* to vs be truc, 
they ſhall be the more juſtified and cue, after thar they 
haue bin tried: if otherwile,themlelues may bee the diſccucrye of 
tacirerrour, be better informed, and ot hers thc lefle indangered 
by them. | 


Verle. 16, A + man feareth, aid departerh from enill:but a foot 
| rageih and is careieſſe, 


Wiſe man Jhe tharis religious,and truly godly:when hee is re- 
buked or heareth Gods threatnings, or beholdeth Gods 
: rack or torefrerh plagues to come by the preſent view and 
il ont of {finne,fcareth,his hart erembleth both in reſpect of Gods 
_ diipleaſure, 20d the miſchicte hkero follow, and departcth from 
* emll, bothpurgeth his heart by humiliacion, und rediefſerh his 
\ maie byretormation. But the foole raverh zud 1s careleſſe: a finfull 
__ perſon ſcorneth when he 1s reprooued, and prelumeth of unpunity 
and freedom trom all perils. 
- They which are in greace(t ſafety, are fartheſt from carnall ſe- 
_ curity, 
. The godly hw not ſo many finnes as the wicked, and yer they 


them more,and teare then more, aid fice from them alter, 


And he wicked haue nor more valourchenthe godly,nor fo much 

" tretdome from puniſhments, and yer yoe beyond them in audaci« 
ouſnes andfleſhly coufidence. 

When Dauid was dealt with by Nathan he confeſſed his /aule, 

_ hecraued pardon, he fer his heart tofeeke helpe from heauen, a= 
--evioft bis finnetbur when Achab was ipokento by Maciah, hee 

p=riccuredthe Prophet, he proceeded inhis purpole, he FO. 

C 


Verſe 16. PRrROveRDs, Ir? 
ſc d him{clfe'a ſafe return from his voyage. And Jmazyah allo ſors 


ned.& chreatned the metſcnger that was lent to him from God +2... 


Chron. 25.16+ loſiah hearing thc law of the Lord read by Saphan, 
in regard of the threates therein contained, did rent his cloathe in 
gricte & rear:but /ehorakrm hearing the words of God read by Ba» 


eb in regard of the curſes their denounced, didteare the booke, b 


and burnt it in wrath and fury. 
Firlt:the one ſort haue faich, ſeeing God in his word and waies, p 
an-{thetcfore tremble ar his rebukes, and follow his direction: 
and the other are tull of ipfidelity, looking onely with a carnal 


e1-,andchertore deſpite his 2 and conremie his coun= | 


ie 

Secondly,the one fort are of an humble { (pitie; and thatalwaies 
maketh the heart tender and traRable:; and the ocher ofan thigh 
mind,and thar maketh it bard and ob{tinate» 


Thirdly the one ſortare prouident for themiclues, andtherfore 


do heedtully prevent ail periils that may beftall chem: :& the o:her 
negligent for their own latery,and therfore ſhunno mitichicte be- 
fore they feele it, And io hee ſaithin anorher Chapter: A prudent 
man ſeeth theplague,ard mdeih bimſelte. Put the fooliſh go'on ſtil 
are puniſhed. 
Conlolation tothem that attaine to this holy feare, though they 7 
could not keep themielues without faultzrhar dare not _ (ii in 
their Gas, though they were tov ventrous to fall into themar all, Jr 
was their great folly to defile their foules by committing of them, 
bur it i5 their exceilent wiſedome to purge themiclues by humilia- 
tion for them, And albeit ihey had cauſe of fearand ſorrow, m ref- 
pect of che daunger that injueth ypon the practiſe of evil, yer they 
have reaſon to take courage and comtort,in regard of the pardon 
that followeth after the bepg of cuill. 
Confuration of them that take lecurityfor magnafimicy, and 
want of feare for preatnetile of faith: they count it ynmanly ts hone 
dreag,and a {trong trult mGudiodoubrot no perils. Bur tee tt 
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knowne voto them, that Dad was nothing there inferiour 1h. 


valiantnefſe of hearr, and yer bis heart was tender, and tc archi 
of tinne- {t 1s5to beovlerucd conrally.thitnonemae when 
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114. __ _ Provenes. Chap.1+. 
ſo verrousto oppoſe themſelues againſt God ,impicuſly to defraud 


him of his glory,as they whoſe courage will not ſerue them to in+ 
counter withtheir equall in a jult cauſe,for mointeynance of their 


own right? Whoare ſo fierce & violenthike L.yo1sto oppreſſe 

their inferiours,as they which are as ſubmidle as {paniels,to fawne 
ypon their ſuperiors? And in making prejumprion and carcleſnes a 
part of ſtrong faith, they arc trangely deluded.for taithis the work 


_ of Gods holy {pirir,and is founded wholy on the truth of his word- 


butche deuill is the damme of prefumption ,andir hoperh thar the 
wordis falſe,ſo tharnothing in the world doth more manifeſt their 
inhdelity, If chat be faith, what wicked man is withont faith? 1f 
that be faichythe curſe of God is due to faith, and faith will bring 
menTto deſtruction. 


Verſe, 17. He os i hefti to anger committeth folhe, and hee 


that aa: miſchnefe s i bated, 


TAE that i haſtie to anger )is ſuddenly mouedto diſtempered 
—L patſions,befcre he hath aduiledly examined che cauſe of of- 
fence:commuteth folly, breakerh our into ſome abſurdity or in- 
iuſtice by word or deed :and be that plorrerh miſchiefe, which diſe 
ſembling his diſpleaſure,ir:tendeth revenge, & letreth his choughts 
on work how to ctt:Ct it:zs haved,is abhorred of God ,and detelted 


_ byrhoſe that find our bis malitious practiſes. 


& They which are giuen to wrath, do bring a blemiſh ypon them- 


- tclues.See Chap,i2-v-16, 


CE Heethatplotreth miſchiefe, &c)Thev which are malitious and 


— harrfull,are commonly yery odious and hatetull, 


Doeg was delighted in dooing of harm,and thereto appl yed his 


ES arr V congue,and all his power:and therotogs all ood men were 


2s glad of his down'al! ,& retoyced at his deſtruction. Behold, ſay 


= they ihe man that took, not Cod for hs ſtrength: but truſted to the 


Tn reds of his riches, and pat bis ſtrength in [11s malice.Sce chap. 
12,y510 inthe firſt doctrine amplified bythe contrary ,and the le< 


cond vieot ite: 


Vers 


NOR 3s 


Verl. 19s PrOVER?S. It5 


Verſe 18. The foolsth do inherit folly: but the prudent are crawned 
wth knowledge, | 


T He fooliſhſuch as will learne no wiſedome, nor practiſe any 
' goodnes mherire folly, ſhame and other puniſhments are due 
vnto them for their ignorance and finfulneſle, and ſhall in time al» 


lo light ypon them. But the prudent are crowned with knowledge, 
luch as are diſcreet and godly wile, ſhall recciuethe glorious fruic 


of their yn derftanding and obedience, For by being crowned, is 
meant commonly in the Scriptures, honour and dignitie: and for 
the certainty of the reward on both ſides, hee ſpeakerth of that 
which is to comezas if it were preſently performed, 

CE A wicked man hath no certaine {fare in any thing, butin 
ſhame and mi{crie, | 


Thar is their inheritance,and that remaineth for them, and that 


. they ſhall ſurely poſſefſe when they come to their yeares. 

Many things they haue in the meane time,as ftreneth,and utles, 
and profits, and plealures, but they haue them onely,and own them 
not; nor ſhall be able long to hold then. 


When Nabuchadnezzar was heaping vp all thoſe together, the 


holy Gholt derided his fottifſhnes,and cauſed a taunting proutrbe 
to be taken againft him, ſaying, Hoe, he that mmereaſeth that which 
is not his: How long? And he that [atleth himſelfe with thicke clay; 
Indeed hee did alio increaſe that which was his, as ignominie to 
himielt and ruine of his family,and torment for the time to come: 
but that was done againit his will, and withour any purpoſe of ha- 
ung, 

Firſt, they are borne to thiswretched eſtate, 2s beeing the chil- 
dren of wrath by na;ure, and therefore in tharref{peet it 15 their in» 
aerirance deſcended vpon them. 


Secondly, they have [irenothened their title, and procureda. 


more full confirmatis of that i heir (tare by rebelhon agzinlt God, 

and con;emptot his word, whereby it commeth to patle, har all 
the curtes of the Lay ace due voto them, | 

Thirdly, tney have norightin lefus Chrift, without whom, no 

| man 


% 
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xs =. PROVERES. _ Chap.rs. 

mar hath rightin any thing, fauing in Gods wrath, and his owne 
deſtruction, | 

"Terror "as finfull men, which hope to bee made happy by hes 
folly,andnot 66-3 which prefumc of perperuall proſperitie, 
by cheir wicked courſes, anglooke not for a downfall. Tney dreame 
' that laades, and goods, and honours, and pleaſures, are {erled ypon 
thenrand cheirs, \by an eternal! incaile; and neuer thinke that con. 
fuſion is theirinhericance and patrimony. But che Lord who is ta 
render them their due, hath cauſed their coppy to be publiſhed to 
ail rhe world, that in his court-roles of iudgement their right is re« 
corded; which they haue no more power topaſſe away,or to palſe 
'from, than an infant hath co alienace his herirage. [Tr 15betrer ro 
be an inhabicanc, euen a Tennant at wilizin a ſmoakie cottage; or 
a priſoner perpetually in a dungeon, how loathfome ſocuer, than 
'robeheire of fuch ancſtace- And why then will they not bee pcr- 
ſwaded, while time yer ſeruerh,to alreg their hearts and behautour; 
thattheir condition may allo bee changed? Folly ſeemeth cheir 
- friend, andflattereth now, bur tolly will prooue to bee their foe, 
_ and torment them hereafrcer. If they would yer hearken ynto wile» 
- dome,wiſdom would yndoubtedly be helptuil ynto them,& turne 
cheirvilleinage i into the belt kinde of tree hold: and their helluſh 
ſcruicude into the glorious libertie of Gods owne children. - 
CE Bot the prodent are crowned,c.) Eucry one that hath godly 
_yviledoine 1s ſure co attaine ynro true honour, 

V'Vnich hata beene already ſkewed partly in the tenth chapcer, 
 v.7.ypontheſc words: The memorrall of the mt ſhall be blefſed,and 
— partly inthe eweltch,v,8. where it is layd, that A man ſbulibs come 
mended for hu ms. 


6 


Verſe,19, The emil ſhail bow before the Food, and't be wicked 


at the gates of Foe _ greats. 


' He enil/ Pallbow p the good, Gafull perions ; ſhall be ge- 
_prefled, and brought gowne,and godly m<n exalced, and rat- 
ſed v>:;rhey ſha) il crouch i in token of tubmiſſion, and theic _ $1 
© haue obey!; ance dane tothem intoken ot honour, end the 5 1c 
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hed at the righteougthe meaning ts, that 200d men ſhall nor onely 
VE greater than the euill, bur 9s 2$ ive emll muſt be driven to 
ſcece vitofor nel ie and favour: as luters vic ro waite at the gates 
of a great Pry on oe, nll eirher he come foorth, or they bee | letin, 
and 95) mtted to ms preſence, 
C3 2dlinefe 15 no cauſe of contempt and abi: tion  JNOCE Fo Ei 
I: may not be denied, buc that many go06 men are 1n low place, wt 
2nd tor their, coodnefle oprretied of the wh ked: but icts forne- we 1 
c1mes jbecamſechey haue faulres w ithall, for the which the Lorde 
ith humble them, though their enemies enuie their oraces: and 
tom- times, b-caule riicy have not Freneth enouon to beate their 
proiperities with ſuch loue to their brethren.and bumline in them- 
[ctues, is is 10 ediuil:andalwayes becautc their pouertic and ſuffe- 
71.-2S.are a foundation lowe layed, for an high building of glorie, 
So that howſoeuer vngodly men take a by relicion to per- 
fecure che righteous; yet it cannor bee truely ſayed, toac religion 
FT cauſe the righteou: to be caſt downe, or the tinners to be ſet 
. The promiſe which God makerh to his people in Demterong- Deur.t8.13 
Bi runneth in this manaer : The Lord [hall make thee the heade 
and not the tayle: and thou [ha't bee abauc ont!y, and not beneath: if 
chow obey the commanaements of the Lard thy God which ! command 
theethss day, to os and to doe them And thus much doth Damd 
1cknowledve tobe verificd to hunfelie, the Lorde performed this 
zood promile vato him : Theuhaſt, faith he, de/ruered me from the 
contentions of the p-2ple ; thou haſt maac methe head of the heathen: 
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obey me: hs: 366 be 11 [nbiettonts me, : 
Firſt, there are fhanitold occalions whereby ries” men are Reor:.1. 

often ought, to be jo {ſub miſſe to the {eruants of the Lord: as in 

r-ipect of che authoritie and g preatnefle which diuers are aduanced. 
nto: 2s all the Eepytians Do'wedto /aſephs and ail the Perhansto 

$5 TY an! becauſe dificeties make maity to feeke helpe and: 

countell 3t their hands, whom: formerly they haus maligned and 

Bree, as wicked lehoram. at Ela. Baiſhaz<ar at Danet; and : Kings Sn 
proude Pharaoh lundry nimes at Hoſer, Pas 

Secondiy, if godlinefle were 2caule of contempt and yileres, 


then as the 9d! y WEe more mull ipived, lo ey would bee more 
7; | Cons 
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4-3 PROVERES. Cha).ls. 
coatemptible and vile :and tne waole body of them would be ba- 


ſeſt of all, whereas rhe contrarie 13 euidently to be lecne, fichence 
the Churchis rae mot o'orious conpante rhat euer was, or ſhull 


beinthe world. Thzrets no it ce,nor kinzlome,nor empire,that 


hath been orcan be co no1rable ro it. And to this purpol?, heare 


what the holy fpiritar G54 ceſtifizth of herin che ſongs of Salos 
 -on ; There arethreeſcare Qucentr and foureſcore Concubines, and 


of the d unſe lr without number. Bu: my done is alons , my vadefiled 
nz; hee is thronely dung'ucer of 2:7 mother, anJ ſpee is deare to her 
that beare h:r: the d 147 1Wers bans ſcene antlcount:aber bleſſed : c- 
uen the Qucencs and the co noubiner and they hae prayſed her W219 


_ #s ſhe,that lookoth forth as the morning; Faire ad the mo9ne: Pare Ad 


the ſunne; terrible as an armi: with banners? 
How many novies,how many princes, how many kings,how 


_ miny nations do yeeld obedience tothe Church? Yea, the very 


wicked alſo,and euill men do bowe before her: though they loue 
her nor, yer they pcetend loue; & hypocricically m ke ſemblance 
of reverence to her: their mouch giverh her ceftimoaie, and wich 
their lips they would mike me belecue, that they hauzherin cſti« 
mation,Eucathe yery Atheiſts chemſcla:sſrarce dare grow fo au- 
dactous,as to profeſſe that they are naneof Gods people; 10r mcins 
bersof the Cuurch, Andchar did Dazid y(c, as an argument of 
hi« grcarnzfl2, & predo'nitition o4cr his eacmics; that eftcangers 
did faincdly bid themſiclues vnto him, 

Tairdly, ifpictis and religion did make men abieR and deſpi- 
ſc; then as their grice did gro w,their credit would decreaſe; and 
the ripzr they waxed in g5>dacfſe, the d-eper they would finke 


Info valeneiſe - aad perteR holineſle would bring them ro a per- 


5 


 fect:91 of:9n0minie; which who (ceth not to bee otherwiſe? E(- 
' peciully ac the ead ofthe wo: Id, wiea che faints ſhill bee repleni- 
(hed wich che falines of gra] ih 1! they n2t be 5cautined with the 


dog 1:22:17: ofg'ocic, bh 1 p3yercom nict:dynto them,to be 
iu 1: Lhe df al che FEPIO IULES, bath ofmnan! Angels? 

QC 21f4-4:1012tHtertar, whit hh isige n 217165 of many, 21d 
ten: once ome which will be C2114, mu't 10edes 
be: 11 =n»19'ez and chs wiy to become orea;, is to grow? fin: 
full :11 2:4.:tle, Þ eh 1d ooo; 11:4, Aol'd 242 it'>, FRE | 


thecefore 


ae hook , , 
Eb HS bi et tb pr rr, 2 a 


Fer/e,20 PrROVERtesS. 117 

therefore fleſbly men imagine irto bee io; they cary an enuious 

heart againſt the righreons, & therefore be oricucd that the r1gh- 

rcous ſhould either riſe or fat - buchee tha fetteth vp,and clta- 

bliſherh, and he thar caſteth downe and deprefieth; declarerth his 

purpole ( which his power aiſo accompliſhech ) char his ſeruantes 

{hall be made honourable with prefermenc ; & his enemies made __ 

yn derlfings with debatement. Damels faithfulnes did neuer bring 

him to reproach; nor his adueriaries talſhood 61d ever win them 

credit. Aforaecay could not be kept downe, becauſe hee was 4 

godly lewe:nor Haman could not be held vp, becaule he was an 

;mpious eAmalaknc. Read through the whole booke of tne {crip-= 

tures, and ic will appeare char all the kings, chey which wee ole; 

HOP aid zealous for che worthip of FGog; did alwayes beft proſper 

in their owne efiate, That which is 1 Folks tne Pialme,coficer- 

ping the happines ofthem chat feare God, will infallibly be verift- Pſal.itz, ;to 0 
ed by euery one of them 1n due ſeaſon - Hs horne hall be exalted 
with glory. The Sopcia ſhall ſee ir, and bee angry: bes ſhall gnaſh with 
| Þ bu teeth andcon'ume away : the ac/ire of thewicked chatl perish. 

s 1 Ad nonition to vagodly perſons, chat they be not coo fierce and 
| violenc agaialt cherr poore brethen, when chey haue aluperiornne 
ouer them : their courte wil comein time to be their inferrours,and 
to {tand ynder their {<ntence, andro tall yader their hands, andto 
lie vader their feet, and therefore let them not bee extreamely ri» 
eourous to them, leaft their meaſure be returnedto themiclues. It 
{ofephs brethren had as much belccued his dreams, that they thoid 
come and bows to hun, as they enuied nm for them; they would 
have vied him with more mildnefle. Jt Shemes had thought that 
Danid xould hauc recouered againe the crowne and. kinedome, | 
a2 foueraigare ouer him, he would aus | pared ins cur! ied [pec- 
ches gant him. 


* 


14 


v of 20. Th: poore ts hated, enen of hs awne nero nvony ; but the 
friends of therich are many: 


«3 Hepoore,ne inatis fallen into poucrtie, or diferace with great 
perſonages, ix h.ared 2F hes neighbour; t they char dwell by bums 
znoh1 kiaffou ks and old acquaintance, and {uci as were wone 
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robe familiar with him, being yer bur carnall men,will alcar their 


countenace and behauitour towardes him, and picke quarrels a- | 


ain(t him; & take any occal;on toalienate themſelues from him. 
Bat the friendes of the rich are many: divers tawne onthe wealthy, 
and flatter them, andmake a taire ſhowe of love and good wills 
when 2s notwithſtanding they beare no ſuch affeHionto them in 
their hearts. Te Eo ns 
Cf Thetriendſhip of fleſh'y men is grounded onthe flare of 


>. them whomrhey ſhewkin«dnetle ynro, and not on their graces, 


Be they neuer fo religious and godly, and yet wannung wealth 


and countenance, they conremne them as abiects: be they neuer 


iſo imp1ious and prophane , and yer 2aue riches and dignitie, rhey 
admire them as Angels. VVhile- /ob was in proſperitic, and held 
the weapon of authoricie in his hand, euery one reſpected him; 2 
c haire was fetfor himinthe ſtreet to reſt him by the way; well was 
he that could do any good office, to ſhew how mifich he honoured 
[ob : but when his goods were gone, and his bow-ſtring was cur, 
as he ſich, no manregarded/him; h15 feruants, his hand maids, yea, 


euen his owne wife deſpiſed him. He had experience of this point, 


and therefore itſhall nor be amiſſe,to ler him fpeake to ir, and de- 


clare what befe!l him, Ay neighbours. [atth he, hath forſaken me: 


and my famuliers haue forgotten me, They that dwell in mine hogſe, 
and my maides tooke me for a ſtranger in thew ſight : Icalled my ſer* 
uant, but he would not anſwere mee; though [prayed him with my 


_ mouth, My breath was ſtrange unto my wife, though 1 prayed her 


for the childrens ſake of my badie. The wicked de) Prjed me. andwhen 
I roſe, they ſpake agamnſt me, » All my ſecret friends alſo abhorred me, 
and they whons Þ lonta,, are turned aT ainſt me. 

Neither was it 72s caſe alone, nor belonging onely to that 
time, burthehke ſage hath been found: and isro be 'expeRed of 
cuecy one thatfalieth into miſeiic atall times. For the holy Ghoſt 


# 
L433 


which beit knoweth all cultomes, which m&haue vſec hererotore, 


and whatis now in practiſe preſently, & what will ſurely come to 
—— pale hereatres : doth reſiifie, that ad rhe brerbren of thepoore ace 


hate nm: how mach more wid his friends depart far from him? 1 houg ' 
be be mſt ant with words yet they will not, 


"Flt, raey looke co their eredic hereio, cfteeming it an honour, 


[G 
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Verle,ro PROVERES. ; 119 


to be in league With them thar are in eminent place,and good abi. 


litie- anda diſgrace to be fociable with them that Ge hete ier by. : 


Secondly, they 2aue alſo an cye to their commoditie, knowing 


thar mighrie me n and wealthy, may greatly pleaſure chem it they 


be th<ir triends, or much endomage them if they be their aduerſa- 

ries, and {fo for their owne ſakes will bee linked rothemin kind- 
neſſe. And therefore it 1s ſaid, that r:cher gather many ſriendes., 
The perſon of the rich man is nor ſo much re garded as his weaitnz 
nor would be at all, wereir not for his wealth: for thatis it which 
getteth ſo many mens good wills, And on the other tide, they 
feare thatit they hould giue countenance to their needy neigh- 
bours,or kinſmen, or old cor ypanions, they would prefſe too hea» 

uie ypon them by begging g,or borrowing,or comming oft to their 
table, or expecting helpe tiom ng and ſo grow burdenous yo- 
to chem, 


Jaſtruction. r. If we fa!l Bs aflitions, of chat we lecke not to 


carnall triendesfor fiiccour; for they:will rather adde to our bir. 


den by teſtimonies of hatred,than miniffter comfort bythe fruies 
of their loue. They will be o farre from relieuing vs, by ſhewing 
mercie and compathon, as that they will more gricue vs wit h 


their range behaviour and ynk; ndneiſe. And therefofe the Lord | 
 himſelfe gmerh this precept; Enter not mro thy brothers houſe us * 


the day of thy. calamute : for a netohbour bat” is necre, 1 better 
than a brother that ts farre off. He thatis furder oft in nature and 


_ blood, may be much more neere in fairhfulneſſe and loue. 


2. To depend ypon the Lord, who reiecterh not his people tor 
their youerrie and croiſes,! HUT pirtieth them the more for their at- 
fAictions: and though all Sh ſhould catftthem off in their muerte 
and troubles,yet he will not fortake themias Danrds caſe doth wit- 
nefſe: hen my father and mother, faith he far ſaokeme, the Loo 49a- 
theredme vp, | 

2 Toafjociate our (clues with codly men, for they will procue 
our jureſt tends. Vicinitie and neizhbourhood will faile, and al - 
lence and kmdred wil tale bur grace & religion will neuerfuile, 
It we adtoyne our felues vnco chem tor their vertuc and goodnzfle, 
they will not ſeperate themſclues” from vs tor enr calatnities and 
trouvie. Rath was no letle kinde to Naomee, when {be went away 
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]120  PrOveres, _ Chap.14, 
emptie, then when ſhee came tft her full : acid [orathan was 1g 
taithiull io Dard, when Saul joucnt ro flay him; 3s when he mate 
kim bis fonne 1n law,and ſhewed beft countenance to im. 


OE A nn he Ola fn 


Verſe 21. He that deſprſeth bus netohbour is a ſinner; but hee thr 
goons mnerCre Fo THR pooregbieſſed is hee, 


5 ma His veric Sepende h on the former, whertn was declared tlie 
| Propertie of tefhly men, which will defpile their friends and 
: neizh 5ours.in their Nroffios and here is fer a their face and 

condition, which ſhery fuch yrtaithfulneſle, that hee which doeth 
defpile as neichbour when he is poore and ns ſhall bee a 
f mNner;thatis, hall be charged with ftane,and conuis ed of it, and 
, pizeuzd tori The fame nord is fo cakeni in the dooke: of Kings: 
 Hings Fer where Rathbeba rele Danmd, how needtull it was for him to aps 
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point bis fuccefior before his death, Elſe faith he when my Lord the 
Kits ſhallfleepe with hrs father, 1 "7 my ſonne Sabrlan ſhall be fin 
»ers: that 1s, ſhalbbee counted as guiue perions.and pumihed as 
off:nders. Now thisis illuftrated by the contrary,the greacreward 
which they ſhallreceiue, thatpittie poore men 1n rhetr aftlictions; 
>, and {eckeroreheue and {uccourthem! in word, deed, and connee- 
nance: they are pronounced blefſed,iuch as ſhal aboundanr ly pars 
s take of Gods favours an] mercies. 
Dot S 150: tafe to ho"ars Poore chrifttans 11 their aduerfitie, 

15 GoJ will cake vengeance of the violence thacthey ſuffer 
and Eo theic oPy ;reflors, fone will not paſle by tne defpire that 
15 done tothern, noc beare ith ſuch a5 contemne chem. And here- 

.of ler the Mis be an example;zwhom the Lord molt-gricuoul- 
Typlatued tor this fra, as the princtpall caute of their deſtruction, 
= = Maas, aun Jeremie, ſpall wallavin his vomite,and he ſhall alſa ve 
125.4532. 7 lerijvon. For didt rhounat devile [fract, us thauch hee had beene 
faundamons theenes!. for when thou (| [peneelt of him boa art mooue', 
- F DE Pg they adde atfiction to the atHicted, and make their bur- 
© N:4/-7.T "gen more acauy, which were lore prefied with other crofles and 
DE ORs bs: c5 before, For notning 15 more grieuous to mans nature, 
nor prercerh ny is heartdecplier, chan to ice bunielte dept! ed, © 
was Bot the leatt of the jufferings witch our Sauiour,indured, the 
| | Scripcure 
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Fer'e,tr,  Provenns. 421 


Sriptures foreretiing ofit,and numbring iramore his erteyons ca» 
jamie; 47m amwortn F notama alhrameof men. & the £1 ntempt 
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the penple,. All they that ec me haue me tn arri/ran: they make a mow {al 22a6.7 ; 
and nod the head at mere, Andihe Church alto in the {Halmes, doth J 
compiaine of the beenes therof, and vehemently craveth help 2. : 
Gods hand aoainft ir. Flame mercievponvs.C Lard hane mercy pon. , - ? 
2r:for we hane jnfered roo much contempt. Our loule is filled tos full © ? IL OEE ; 
af the mothins of thewealtby,ang of che deſpttefalnes of the prowd. X 


Secondly, iey thwart and contrary Gods worde,andnature,and 
waies: for he 15 moſt prtritull to chem rhat be in tribulation and to 
cequretn ail other to fhew themiclues :His poore fervahts are as 
by £015 00 h1m,as thoſe of the prearct countenance in the world. 

And forthar cauſe Saint [ames (0 iharply reprooueth the partiali- 

cy which is viedin preferring the gold rings. and gay garments of 

the rich with the diferace and contempt ot the. poore, Flari not 
Eod,laith the Apoltle,choſen the poore of thrs waride that they ſhould **tt: 
ber — im fauh,and Crier, of the eitodome which hepromiſed tothena 
that lane bims* But ne haut deſpiſed the poore . &c- + hough 2 Parenc 

himiclfe will lometimes gue correction to his dearett children, yet 
he will noc take 1c well that euery ſeruantand kiechin boye ſhoutd 
therefore laugh ar them;or thinke the more bately ofthem. - 

Taird! ly,the contempe and reproxch which is ofteredtothe peo- ? 
ple and leruants of God 11 their calamicies,the Lord doth take as 
otteredto bimſcite,& therefoce it 1s ſaid Hee nhich mackerh the 
246 repracheth him that made him:and he that reroycert at is ad - 

itte hall ner be unpunijbed.. 

"The vieslee inthe elenenth chaprer,and 12 verſe, in! ed vpon 
tele wores: te thar deſprferh t Ps HE; 'g/obonr ts is deſtumte of7 13 #ſegom. 
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ET But 9e. Rs He renal e08 way for tits own nat, Piles, thatis 
PATEL HL other men 1a tacir mileries, 


The pottt hath >cen handled in che elenenth chapeer; verie* L7s 


where itis la;d,that He which is merertull rewardeth na owne jon'r, 
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122  ProOvanss. | _ Chaparg, ; 


Verſe,22. Doe they not erre 4D mag ine euilll but to them that 
thimk,on good things ſhall be mercy and ermth, 


He queſtion isnot  mooued heere in waic of doubting, as 
T frough it were yacertain whether they that ſtudie to do ewill 
ſhould ſpecd cuill or not, but of affurancethar they {hall certainly 
fail oftheir hope & expeRarion . And therefore the interrogation 
is put for a confident afſ:ucracion of that which-is affirmed: rar 
neuer any wicked man could obraine his hopgro his contentmet 
in his fintull deuiſes.Eyther he commeth too ſhorr of chac which 
he concluderh to doe,or miſſeth of that happines which he looked 
for in his exploits,or alleth into thoſe croubles which hee neuer 
food in fear of, Bur to them that thmke on go9d thinges, which let 


their minds to meditate of performing good leruices to God and 
his people, 1:1 the beſt manner, #2 hows ſhall be mercie & traeth: 
the mercie of God {Hall be manifeſted by the mulcitude of his ble!-. 


fings ypon them, and hus truth declared by the tulfilling of his pro- 
miles rorhem, _ 
© Nomenareſo much detered of their purpoſes as they which 


They looke for che belt ſuccefle, and meer with the worfte: 


: | they hope ro fiade greace 7, in_ their encerpriſes; and arz 
 miſcravlyvexed with oreat repulſes, The Lord ſceth all their dan- 


gerous plotting how they are continually yndermining the (tare 
of his ſeruants,and therfore by a watchfull prouidence « doth cous 
termine their practiles, It hath beene already ſhewedinthe 1 2, 
chapter, that decere commeth to the hearts of them that emagine 


td, 


 Ve:ſe.22.1nall labour Ps is tboundance; ent thetalkof the 
lips: neue bringeth WAN. 


Nai! {abour, ) incurry honeſt vocation wherein 2 man (hall 
d;13eacly ad taichtully imploy himſelfe there ir abonndance, 4 
- COINPC® 


Verie,23. Paoverss. "2227 
competent meaſure of prouifion to bee found for his owne main- 
gevance,and a furpiuilage to heftow on ather 200d vics, Bar the 
EIN of the lppes mnelie Lare and waine wor des,vhen a man will 
:bour with 615 congue.and let the reft of his members bce idle: 
when the mouih ſhall beready ro diſcourſe of his bulines: but the 
hands:be negligent to perform it;zwhen words alone thall be vied 
in{tced of w thee, that ormgerh onely W-42t, fhllerh hum with neede 
and pourrty- 


C No mans thriving confifterh ſo much inthe _eantulnefſe of his Dor, 


trade,as in his faichiulnefſe and diligence in 1t. 

Let the function be acuer focommodious and pro htable, yet it 
will yeeld little benzfic to the that are remiſſe & ilothful chErein:& 
ict che worke beneuer ſo meane and little fer >y, yer it will require 
theirtraucls with luthciency that apply themſelues conitanely to 
be induſtrious in 1c- Manic rich marchants fall, and growe to be 
bankerupts , and many poor fetuants riſe and grow to be wealthy, 
When itis {aid, Bleſſed is exuery one that feareth the Lord ,y wal- 


meth mh:s waies. In eating the laboars of thine hands thou ſhalt bee P/41.1:8 1,2, 


Lleiſed ,andrt ſhail bewellwith thee, There is nora limitation ,thar 
itchey haue good liuings,or great itocks,or gaintul trades and oc< 
cupations,they ſhall >e fo happy,and 20: otherwiſe: for that were 
to reſtraine the largenes of Gods liberalicy, and all {ufhcien» 
cyc,and make him arecipecter of perſon's inhis promiſes, ard 
mMErcies , ; 
The blefling of God 15 that whach maketh rich, an ir is not appro- 
prtated to juch ſciences as men like belt of; & hope to get molt by: 
»urbelongeth to euery one that 15 taithfull in ante honeſt cal 
UNg.. 

 Secondly,chey' that painefully and - -onfcions! y imploy tem- 

ues in any yocation,how baſe and comemptible ſocuer it ſeeme 
7: arc in tie Lords worke, 30d b1m _ ſcrue, asrhe Apoſtle 
peaketh euen of bondmen and 1s itpoſſible that his workemen 


ſhall works without waezes of ficient allowance? Hee reproo-. 


1eth thoſe men which neg! oy ro ge to the hielnge his. re-' 
compence for his travell,or taile in duerime to diſcharge it, and 
Hall we thinke then thathee - will es carelefle of his ovine fer- 
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uauats himfclfe? Ie ie by the parable that many recejue 
much more ar his hands chen eyrher hee promiſerh, or they looke 
for, >ut none Nath letie Wages trom him than his worke commer 
'fO, : 
Incourazemenc rot! hoſe oflo've places, to lahour cheereful ly | in 
their icu: all feruices,fithenc> they have Gods word for theire ie+ 
curitie,tha: they ſhould notbe vaprogidedot fo much as is expedi- 
ear forthem. Jthe ſay once that mm all /abour there ſhall be aboun- 
danc:,they (hill neacr have caule co contradict him, aud !; lay,WE is 
bour ard & faichtully,and yer hue in peaucy, h 
Reproote of them waich inthe decay of their ſtare & extremi- 
ties waere into racy tall,exclaime vpontheiroccupations, but ne- 


- _uerccecount cheir flagziſhnes 1 ia t2m; there 1s no good to be done 
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_ they ſay,ia theirtrad?, but they confidernor waa cuill cheire jdle- 
ne hach dane to cheir reade;Arethere noncorherschar dealing in 
the ſame trades, which chey fo much  compluine of, do 'yer 
thrive 13 thelame?Itchey do,ic appearet\ plainlie char their want 
groweth,rather? fron their owne vathritcineflz, tor want of mana - 
iagtacic affursin duc manner, chan from heir cailing, whereby 
_.  goodhusbands doz well prouide tor themiclues and. rheic houſe- 
> molds, 
= Terror forieſters, and Rage players,and others of like lewde 
and fiafull dem{anour, wioſe whale worke confiltzrh 1n cal- 
E kinZ, and caicing vunely,and calking hurttully,and drawiag o- 
thers £0 miſpzad* cacir time? in hearing of theiryainz aad hurctull 
talc? B2gg-ry is appointed for their wages, and begoery ſhall 
duzly He paide ynto them, and veggery chcy may turely looke tor; 
and it they recciue it nat preſently: in hand it will be $oubled with 
i1icereft acthe laſt Octticthouldnzuerbe performed! At ail in thac 
kinde,it will certaialy be recompenced with fome other pumiſhs 
meu raat {hillmoce then on. ic, And let itnotbe obs 
et: heere,that the minilter alſo dealeth onelie with his tongue, 
th04g1 a principal parte of his Function bee exerciſed in ſpeectis 
for i£15 21 00lie wark and a fruntull worke, andaworke which 
Godcaliecabinto, and aihteri himin, to ipeake to his peovle, 
Bur mutt ailo wa:chouer his A>ckaad ftudic to make prout- 
{ion 


EGS G 
|. 
Verſe. 24.  ProOvenes, 125 [ 
fion for them, if he will ſhew himſelfe a faithfuil minifter of God. I 
+ Jt he be negligent in that duty.howſoeuer he be nor laden with } 
pouerty,he will be empty of kaowledge and comforte,and prefied. | 
with the burden of an cuill conictence, {t 
Verſe, 24- The riches of the wile are their crowne:but the ſooliſh- 
wer of footer remaineth follie, 
F & Bin which haue wealth with godly witedome, are made the 
g more honorable by it for their credit; tor fo much the worde 
crown doth often import in the icriptures-And though fintul tools 
haue neuer lo great aboundance of riches,they nothing auail them 
againlt their fooliſhnes: They bee as ignorant and more wicked 
than if they poſſeſſed nothing:their lewdnefle is not made thelefle 
gricuous and damnable by their great jub{tance-and rheire abſur- 
ditics be more ſeene z&noced totheirſhame rhan if they liued in 
; a Poore eftare andobicurely, : 
 _ Fs Whentheheartofa manis beautified with grace,his outwarde nyz, 


preheminences be ornaments to him. 

Some inthe Scriptures bee commended foffFheire {trength avd 
valiantnefſe,as Dawids worthies:ſome for their ynderſtanding and. 
wiſedome:as Chuſas, and Danrel,jome fortheir authority & pro- 
motion,as /oſeph and Mordecas: jome tortheir wealth and ſub - 

| Rance,as [vb and Abraham: and lome toral! theic, as Damid and 
 * 8 Salomon. | : : 
| Firlt to godly men they teſtifie the loue and kindnes of the Lord Reaſons Th 
towards them,as 7ob \arth,thatrhe light of Goas countenance ſhi- | 
ged pon hs head. and by 1s light he walked through the. darinejje, 1ob,9., 3» 
17 the dates of b15 g: eat proſperitee, | 

Secondly,ihey gforifie od, andadorne religion, and ger true _ 
praiſe ro tnem'clues, by the good viage of thoſe things which they 
potletic, | 

[ut uction for wile men to be thanktull vnto God, whenhe do- _ _ 
icta fo bounutully with them: 3s to adde earthly: dleitinges rohis VfeT- 
heauenly graces. Wien wiledome beſtoweth riches and glorie, 
though {be bring them #7 her left hand,itus 2 gitre of greater value Prov,t3.16, 

| than 
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726 :  ProveRes, Chap.1+. 


_ than ifthe mightieſt monarch in the world ſhou'd giue the grea- 


reſt rreafure in the world with his right hand. If 2 man bee inric- 


- ched by verrue andgodlimeſſewhich hath the promiſe of thu life pre- 


ſent andof that which zs tocome: If God gine im power to get [ub- 
ftan:etoc/fableh his concnant with bm there is wilt cauſe why he 
ſhould conceive comtorein his owne ſoule in rogard of the Lords 


loving Favour to wards him but more equal it is that he ſhould re. 


__ turnepraile to Gods name, who hath ſo multplicd his mercics v2. 


en AIM, | 

Reproofe of thoſe which ſeeke to di {grace the godly fo much 
the more if they be blefſ-d with riches; when nothing eiſc can be 
charged vponthem ro their reproach, they picke quarrels againlt 
their goods ro depraue them therewith: as though it were im- 


_ poſſible forany to be wealthy, ynlefſ: hee bee alſo vnuſt and 
 worldly.Bur our Saviour teilech the cau'e of this grudgingſthough 


the drift of the parable tend to an other purpoſe)namely, rherr ere i 


— erml becauſe he ts good ,and they think that he giueth roo much was 
 ges ro his feruants,and too ſhort allowance to them. 


Conftutation of ther folly thatthink riches,and other outward 
things to ſuffice for their credit, though they be veterly empry of al 
beauenly ynderſtanding, The Miſer which Chriſt fpekerh of in the 
Goſpel], had aboundance of wealth and ſubſtance, and yet no ho. 
nour:for God called him by his rigi1t name foo/e,and by that ſhatl 


he beknowne tothe end of the world, and then bee cuidently 


leene to be ſuch a one, Flerod had dignity and power, and wir, and 
£&0qu-nce,and pompe,and fleſhly glory:and yet what is written 


_ of hitm.or ſpoken of him which dorh not continud the memoriall 


cf his miſerable anOacetched eftaye? 


Verſe, 25 A farhful witneſſe deltuereth ſouler,but a deceit full one 
fargeth lies. 


Faruhfull wirneſſe, ) which both hath ſure knowledg®- of char 
wich he aficmeth,and an vpright heartero doe feruice to 
God,& good to his brethren by his teſtimony, delwereth foules, 
1 Jeroureth by declaring the cruth, to helpe innocent menout 
of their croubles, and infamy whereinto they are fallen, or like to 
: - come 


- — 


Verſe.25.  _Pnovrnns, 7 


come by yniult accuſfations,or falſe ſurmiles of them, Eo: by /oules 
in che {criptures 1s ofi& 1neant the perions of men«*As Exod.1.5.All 
the ſoules that came out ofthe loynes of [acob,wers ſeuenty loules. 
But 4 deceitful onea falſe witnes,or'crafty acculer,*s orneth. lyes, as 
ſometimes he peruerteth the trueth,and abuſerh ir to croſle wtt;ce 
and rue dealing. fo if thar will ner eu for his turne to effteE&t iis PUr- 
pole,then he inventerh a lye,and ſetteth a colourvpon it to deſtroy 
or mnoleft his harmles neighbours,For here doth the noiy gholt op= 
poſe the decentull co the Faichfull ,and forging of lyes,to delivering 
ot 'oules,in regard of the effect hw} it worketh: beck by that 
meanes many menare brought to danger and deſtruction: Andas 
this is vnderftood of the 1 hole man gthata tairhfull vitmeſſe will 
deltuer him, lo it is true concerning the part of man, the ſoule fo 
properly called that a faithful witneſſe,cither minilter,or. private 
perion According as opportunity ſerueth, wil ſpecially labour to de- 
huer the heart trom finne .by teſtifying he truth of God againt? it, 


and fo prelerue his brother from deſiructian, This is according to: 


that which $. {eames ſpeaketh: Brerhren if any of you bath errgd from 
the tru:th,and ſome man hath conuerted him ,let him know that he 
which bach connerted the {inner from going aſtraye aut of his waJe 
hall ſauce « ſoule from death, oa ſhall hide a multitude of Innes, 
Oatheorner lide.the talſe Prophers,and ſeducers of all men, are 
the molt decentull and dangerous, & doe orcateit miſchicie with 


famncs.5, 


their corrupt Coctrine and p=Hilenc errors. The fence of this verie. 


i zorecableratlic lixte verſe of the twelfth chapter, where ir is 
/aide,that rhe talking of the wicked, ts to lye i waite for bloud: but 
the month ef the rrohteaus will delier them, There it was ol {crued, 
and here its coahrine d,thatwicked men mixe their cruetie witli 
craft and fillhood: or they lie im waig ht for bloud,and they are de- 
cert full and forge tyes, And that a good man will have a good 
word ready to helpe them thar are oppreſſed, For rhe month ot the 


riohteous will delter them, and 4 fatthfull wuneſſe wil ldeiiuer 
loules, 


Ron 


'Vers. 


19.20 


; | 
128 Prxovenes, -  Chap,rs, 


Verſe, 6 In the feare of th: Lorde heres 5 RR of Frength, 
ard be will bea Fe[wge for his children, 


IV the feare of che Lord )in ſoundnes of religion,and true godli- 
| Jo fle;chere is aſſurance of firength, cetrainty of detence both: tor 
—__ fouleandbodie. And he will bea refuge for hrs children. This is ad- 
__ g&cdtothe formerclauſe,as a reaſon tor confirmation of it. Godly 
” men mult needs be in good ſafety, becauſe they be Gods childrec: 
- whom he inChritt bath begottento himlelte,by the immortal! 
ſcedof the world ,and he doth perpetually protect all his ſonnes & 
datignterss | | 
© CNomen arcin Ss good ſatery as they which are religious and 
— ad! 
"Lee 426578 the ninth ,verſe the firſt, doctrine the third, concerning 
the pillars which wiſaome bath bewen our for theire preſeruation 
whiche come to her banquet- 


Verſe.27.The feare of the Lore ita welſprmg of bife to auoid the 
ſnares of death. 


S relioion was commendedin the former yer{e,to bee forci- 
ble tor the defence of them that imbrace it, ſoin this it is de- 
chred to be comfortable to them, and profitable, as appeareth 
by the fimilicude of a welfpring, whereof thi re was greatvie in 
thoſe hor countryes, for the refreſhing ofmen'$; cattell that were 
thirtty:and the moyſtning of the earth, ro make ir the more fruit- 
full. And therefore ic was ejuen fora principal! prayſe tothe land 
of Canaan, that it was 4 good dlande Jn the which were rmers of water 
and fauntarne r.&c,And Achſahthe daughter of Caleb ,made are. 
"queſt ro her Father to give hera bleſſing, har is,to doe hera fpeci- 
all fauor:which was. char as he had beltowed ypon her 4 drie coaff, 
a barren held ſo he would allo grue her [prongs of water,a more fer- 
tile peece of oround, which hee accordingly yeclded vnto her. 
And it iscalled a Wel'pring of life, bath tor the conſtanc ful- 
neſle of it,as neucr fayling. as alſo 1n reſp ofthe graciogs cttects 


thereof, "heraulc hat Sicltegnellc ja this liic, and crernall 
| life 


————__ 


Yerſ..2%. :- PxoOveRsS. 129 


life in the worlde to come, doth abundantly proceede from it. 7's 
anoid the ſnares of death: that is, it both etuerh mee tnſtructions , 
2nd worketh in them a care to flye from tin, wherebythey would 


be other wile intanoled to deſtruction. The lame words are in the: 
-, 


r3.chap.yer.14. Where they haue becne alreadyexpounded. 


. Verſe, 28. Tuthe multitude of the people 15 the honour of a king: 


and through want of people,commeth the deſtruition of the Prince, 


| 2h the multitude of the people”) when the number of the ſubiectes 
arc increxied,and projper, it 15 both for the gloric and f[aferic of 
the Prince. And through wart of people, when they are fewe and 
teeble, commeth the deitrutiion of the Prince: he 15 expoled to pe- 
rils, as wanting power to defend his ſtate and territories, andto 
contempt allo, contrary to the honour before mentoned, 


: 
! 
SE 


RO Err: +, 


pp gl a 


# That which is good for the ſtate of the Common=wealth,is beſt Dot. 


tor the Prince. 

That it'is a benefit and bleſſing for a nation, to abound with a 
multitude of people, it appearcth by” many teſtimonies of Scrip- 
ture- eſpecially by that prayer which AZoſes maketh for lirael, in 
the booke of Deuteronomie, ſaying, T he Lord your God hath muls 
tiplyed you: and behold,ye are this day as the ſtarres of heawen m num- 
ber, The Lord God of your fathers make you a thouſand tmes ſo ma- 
”y m0 45 ye are,and ble fſe you,as he hath promiſed you. Now in this 
Our text, we fee thatit is honourable, and neceflary for the ruler 
to haue his dominions well peopled. It was one of the ornaments 
wherewith the Lord adorned Salomons government,that his king- 
dome was filled with people and plemty. For ſoit ts /iavde, that 


Deut.1.to, 


Indah and 1{rae'were many,as the ſand of the ſea in number, eat! 1,Kings 4.20, 


Armmking and mAksrs mere. | 
And it was one 9 the greateſt bleſſings, wherewith the faichful- 
nes & obedience of /choſhaphat,was rewarded: that there was {vch 
an increaſe of men ynder him that he could chute cur r. hundred 
& threeſcore thouſand of the molt valiant of tnem, to be trained 
folgiers-4na readinefſe;and chat wichour any difhculte or incons» 
uenicnce to the country. And who knoweti aor tat the Serip= 
| R-3 | ures. 
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130 PROVERBS. Cha?.1 +. 


tures docelebrate and cr forth the glorie of Chriſt bis kingdome, 
by the inumerable company of the belceuers, tharare, and ſhall * 


be jubiect vnto him. 
Futt,the increaſe and proſperous eftate of the people,doeth wit- 
nefle the clemencie and 1aftice,avd wilcdom ot the rulerin thus g0- 


ucroment-as the welfare of the [heepe, doth juſtifie the $kill and 


care of the ſheepeheard. Wee may remember how /acsh docta 
2pprooue his faichfulneiſe co Laban, Thou knowest what ſermce 1 
hane done thee, and im what taking thy cattle hath beene vnder mee. 


Foy the (ittle that thou hadit before [ came us inereaſedint oa mnliti- 


tude: and the Lord hath bleſſed ih:e by my comming. And contra- 


. _. ry,one of thc Kings of Judah,atthe time of the captiuite, was vp= 
_ braided with this; that comming to the crowne he found lo many 
ſubiectes, andnow through his fault, the lande was fo ſpoyled ot 


the inhabirants. YYbere faichthe Lord co him, & rhe flocke that 
was ginen thee cuen the flock of thy beautie? meaning theſe people 
whote multicude {hould haue been for his honour. 

Secondly, though asthe Prophecr ſaith;a King be nor ſaued by an 
aymy: yet by Gods bleſſing the increaſe of men, & number of ware 
riers is made a [trength rothe king and kingdome: withour which 
Nauies and Holds,and Artilleric, or any kind of munition,will be 
ro no purpole. | | 


—__ Tauirdly, they lerue for his profite , thar his treaſurie may bee 
_—__ filled,and his reuenewes increaſed, and his ſtare maintained, and 
_— allpublikecharges the bercer defrxied, by the labour and induſtry 
_ of many» For certaine it is, that the more hands are working, the 
-_ _ mote wealth is gotren : and <qualliris,thar the wealthier the land 
._. groweth,the larger ſhould be the princes portion. 


This maybe a motiu2 co put Princes and great Porencares in. 
minde, noc onely chemſclues to exerciſe lenitic and mildneſle to» 
wardes heir ſubject; : burlikewile as 200d Paſtars, to preſerue 
tir people fron the cru2ltie and violence of others, For if they 
ſuffer fox:s and woules, and wilde beaſtes, and woori-ſheepesto 


make nawacke of their lacks ar cheir pleaſure; ic cannor bee, bur 


thata diminucion ofthem ll followe voon it, and hurt ro cheir 
owne fare by the paucitic of their people, Thar made ob fo piti- 
| | ful 


Verſ. 82» | ProOvernss. — IL 


full rothe poore oppreſſed, and fo ftuereto the yiolent oppret- 
ſours: and therefore came lo great a blefſing on «<5 goucrn- 
ment, and logrear comfort io his heart, and fo greatpioſpe- 
ritie to his eftace, and fo great icuerenceto his perſon, and fo great 
honour to his n2me; and io great blefiedneffe ro his foule a1:d bo- 
die for ever, [was, faith ne, a father vnto thepaore, and when [ 
brew not the cauſe, [ ſought it our auzgently. I brakethe iawes of the 
w1rig hteous M41, and pluckte the preVe oHt of his teeth. Nether | 
doerhthe Scripture purpoſe the example of 5, onely for magi- 
irates to imitate; although it may well beſeeme them all ro treade 
in his eps. bat 7obs berer, & maiter; euen 7eſwa Chyift,the Lord 
of Lords,and k:no of kings; is {et foorth for a patterne for Salo- | 
- mon himlelte, and cuery other good ruler to follow, He (ball rudge © 
the poore of the people ,he hall ſaue the children of the need 1, and 5 : 
duc the appreſſour, And therefore 1 h1s dayes ſhall the riphteaus 
flouriſh ; andaboundance of peace [ball be fo long as the Moone en« 
dareth, 
Reproofe of thoſe hurtfull and inbumane creatures, thoſe ſpoi- 
lers of their brethren, which fo greedily affect the depopulation 
of townes, and deſolation of the countrey: whereby they are be= 
come very pernitious, and noylome both to Prince and neople, 
And yetis their headinefſe no way tollerable, which withour all 
authoritie,and again(t authoritie, intrude themlelues into the ma+ 
oi{trates place, to be reformer of thole abuſes, which the author of 
auchorinie appoinceth him corepretice, Godhath put the |worde 
mco the kings han to puniſh offenders : hee isordained tobeea 
buck!cr for the defence ot his ſubiects : it belongeth ro him tore- 
drefle the things that are amille among his people : and none is 0. 
much damnified by ſuch publike miſdemeanors,as he. Howe da- 
reth then the heele,or ſoleof the foote,to yiurpe to ut lelf the effice 
of the head? or what immboldenzrh the little toe ,to yndertake the 
work of the hand? Or whence haue priuate perions their warrar to 
& dealeinthoſe attaires, which arc pecitliarly aſhgned tro Gods owne 
deputic? 


Placr3.44, 
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132 | PROVERBS, Chap.14; 


Verſe. 2 g. He that is ſlow to wrath is of great wiſe doms: but he that 
is of a hafty minde exalteth folly, 


fE thatis flow to wrath) which is able to maſter the rage of his 


*aff<Ctions lo, that hee will not bee carryed away co diftemper; 
contrary tothe rules of lawtull anger,isof great wrſedome; aach rev 
cciued from 45me in his heart, that pure,peaccable, and gentle wiſts 
dome which $.{ames {peaketh of :1nd doth allo declare che ſame 
by his long [ufferance and patienzcforbearance, when by indigni- 
tizs and wrongs he is prouoked, Buthethatis of a haſtie mmae, 
being caſhly mooued co pailion, wichour due cauſe of diipleature, 


-orimmoderately offended, waen the fault deleruerth nor f@ much 


anger;exa!reth folly; doch openly commit ir, as though hee would 
life it vpthac all men might [ce ic. See chaprer r2.26, where tis 
poine hath beene intreated of. 


s Ver{.30. A ſauna heart is the l:fe of the fleſh : but ennie 5s the rats 
ting of the bones. - | 


Sounahearr) that is,atendzr,kind,and compaſſionate heart, 
Atoward them that bee ia atfi ions, with a dehire to relieue 


- andluccour them - for the word henifiech 47: healing heart; fuch 


a one as wiſheth well tothein, and (tudiech howir may beſt com- 
fort chem: lotree iris from cuill will and diſpire, and grudging 


at others mens good eftace, i the life of flerh, bringerh healch 
and foundn-:fle to the whole man that hath ic, Bur enuy rr the rot» 

 temg of thebanes; itispainefull rothe minds, and hurrfull co the 
body, and will quickely coalune a man, and bring him to his 


ende, as che diſcales whica lc inches bones, and cate yp the mar- 

TOwe, | % 

© No manliuzth fo chearfu'l alife, 45 hee which is mercifu lly af« 

tected, ; | 
His happines is nor detained fro n him yntill he come co heaven, 

but hehath fom : fruition chereof wwes he2 lmech on cacch ; nei- 

therdocthic coalilt alone ia che toy of is ſouls, butts yery ettetu- 


all 


Verſe, 30 Provriaes EE 
all for the healch of his body. And chertore Dama declareth the ! > 
licity of ſuch men,when he pronounceth cucry one lejſed that: F1fes ES LT 
s, confidereth of the poore, 

Firtt, It 15 4 Means fo procure PEenty; or at !eafi competent Rore Ke "4/71. To 
of « 200d ings ior this preſent | like, togetner with the cone 
vic of the {ame- 

Secondly,in their aduerſities, itis:com: nonly ſcene thar their 2 
meaſure is repayed them, which they haue meted to others: for | 
God doth yiually ſend them comtorters , which will declare a fel- 
low feeling with them of their ai tions, and Bey for-therm, 
and direct them by countel!, and rclicue them with helpe, and 
ſpeake to theirhearcs comforrably : or if men faile them. vet God. 
will not, and the reſtimont> of their owne compatizon to others 
{hall nor, as /ab weil touad:; 1nd fo they are allured of lupportance 
inter cribalations, and dejueranceout of them, And fo much 15 
meant inthe Þ tale; whet) itts laid; that 2ntothe riohreow ariſerh PALIT, 
taht in darkeneſſe, hee is mercifull ani fell If We = eg and 
r1ahteous, 

"Thirdly, theyneuer want matter of _ and gladnefle, fo long _ > 

as they ice any of Gods ſeruances and people growe 1n grace, and : 
proiperin their outward eftate; and fuch as bee in diftreſſe, relie- 
ued by others, though themiclues could not helpe chem: and 
whologuer isthus aff=Red, ſhall ſeldome bee deſticute of all cauſe 
of retoycing. This way tendeth the promiſe that is made to eyery 
of thoſe which vofainecly feare the Lorde, in the hundreth and 
*toht and twentieth Pfalme. The 7 ord out of Lion hail bieſſe - 
thee, and thou ſhalt ſee the wealth of Teruſalem, all the tayes of of by 
fe, 

Inſtruction to vie this boly phyficke of mercy, rowarues our ,-- : 
Poore brethren, 252 preferuation 70. Our {clucs, tO kerpe VErronm, =; 
atfi:tions or if it ve wholelome for our foules) tocomfort vs in 
thei, If we mult needs drinke the potion chereof, itt a tryod 
medicine tha ncuer inifſed, to worke lincly in any that zuer re- 
ceiued it. And this may incotrage cuery one to {ceke or oe 
cauſe no mans condition Goth difable him of obtaining of ir; whe 
is ſo poore as that he thould ve hindred there! y from Jeng pit. 
ufull? Themeaueſt may bee touched Ah & compulio1 2s 
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13 8 -PROYERES. - Chap.1yd 
rhe mightieit,and aſwell rewarded for it: and he that can doe leaft 
- pleero (uccour his d1Rrefſed brother; may lometimes Oe 
 moſtin word to comfort him, 


EC Bateuery cs Whoſeuer hath an enuious hearr,dorh liuc in con. 
tinuallcormcents. 


Euen the very body and outward man is p 'agued therewith : 


2s it13 made the more healthfull andfirong, by lone and compath. 


on: bur eſpecially che grietes and gripings of the minde and in- 
ward partes are ways and merucilous birter,as Cames caſe decla- 
reth. 

Firſt,he can neuer be without vexation, ſo'long as his defires 


_ be ynfatisfed; andyer allenuious perſons haue al wayes ynfariable 


| Secondly, how much {ocuer he hath of wealth or promotion, ic 
doth him no good if an other haue more, or a{\much. Saul could . 
haue beene alwell content ro haue loſt the viRtorie,as to haue Da= 
uidpieterred before him forthe atchicuing of ic; though himſelte 
had a3 much praiſe, as his prowefle deſerued. The fpiteful | man 


thinketh himielte decaying, whiles thoſe whom he maligneth do 


proſper; and bis neighbors rifing, is lictle lefſe grieuous than his 
ownetall. Noy or or {tone, or {traugurie 1s more painful! to hun, 
than to fee others to £0 before him, or to keepe pace with him, or 


- to follow talt > rhinn, 


Reproote of their folly, which chuſe a tedious and <appicl ite, 
and [tudy to make themielues miſerable ,by repining at the good 
cLaceot theirbrethren, And the more byting will their orieſc 
andanemſh be; it Caine-like, they frec atthe grace and comforta- 
ble condition of the god! y,who ſhallnener fale of the comfort of 
Gods favour and bletfing, VVe would decme himin a wretched 
ca'e, that ſhould be caken with a dolorous 6: ieale, that were nei- 
tacr curabie nor mittigable while the funne ſhined: for hee could 
rodaybe tree from his firs from moraing to euening, Andisnot 
Gods kindnefle to his, more cerraine then the lunne- ft ine? And 
will aochis 2codnes more conltancly continue with th:m, bot}! 
dayand night torcuer? Andarzs not their PREG, then exceeding 
painefuil & engletie,thatcan neuer be withour corment by means 
of their ndrenationg vnill the Lord be without meccic cowardes 


his 


Verſe, 31 Proves: | 125 
his people. Jt 18 an infallible & cuerlalting veritie; which the Pro- 
pher teſtifieth,char the borne of the righteous ſhall bee exalted wth 


2lory.the wicked hall ſee ut and be angry, he ſhall gnaſh with his teeth, 


and con/nme awa) : the defire of the wicked (hall periſh. 

_ Infiruction to terice and fortifie our {elues agaivlt rhis dirall and 
deuiilſh enme, whereby lo many men are ſomuch annoyed, and 
tormented- Ail remedies are to be conſtantly yied, a{well for the 
preuentiongasthe remoouall of it: as firft, to purge away pride and 
{elt-loue,from whence ir fumeth; and to Rare our heartes with hit- 
militie and Chriftiian charitie : which will make ys chanketull for 
Sur owne portions,and glad ro fee our brethren blefſcd intheirs. 

2 To bee well perfwaded of Gods holy adminiſtration, in the 
deftribution of his gifts; that he ordereth thematter with exquilite 
wiftedom,and tuſtice, For who can charge him with folly, that he 
Heſtoweth on any more than is meet? or*who can challenge him 
of ynrighreouſnetle, that he giurth vnro them lefle than is duc? 


2 Notonely toeye the bletſhtags and comforts which our bre-- 


thren enioy; but co thinke of the troubles and forrowes, which 
they alto{ufteinet thar ſo the contiderarion of one, might Ray ys 
from grudging at the ight of the other, 

4 To remember that the graces, and good things of other 
Chriftians are for our benefite, as the firength and goodefate of 
cne member {crueth for the vie of another : and therefore in re- 
pining ac their happineſſe, what, doe wee elſe bur maiigne our 
owne welfare? | 


.# 


i 


mm 


Verſ3t. He that oppreſſeth the poore reproacheth him that made 
him, but he that ſheweth merci to the poore doth honour him. 


» 


Y paore ) he meaneth,not onely ſuch 35 live in want and penury? 
bur thoſe which are ynder the burd=n of any ocher a.1t1505, 
and vnabletodeten Ithem(iciucs : and by apprefion, he vacderiian- 
deth all kind of hard dzaling; whether it bee by craft or force,” 0: 
falſe accuſation; and fliunders; or bitter & con:umelious ipecenes 
to bring them into contempror hatre.l: Hee char thus wrongeta 
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136 | PrROVERES. Chap.14, 


any diſtre Fd nerfon, reproacherh him that made him: that is, the - 
"Lord who hath allocred to him thar poore ettare, But pe that ſhows. 
" eth merere rathe poore, which docth good,a: nd miniftreth comfort 


to them bar ace inmiſerie, by helping He Lords ſeruants, decla- 
reth 515 loue ant eftimation ofthe FL] ns maſter. 
« All the wroIgchat 15 offered to the poore,the Lord doth take 


as done to din! (elre. 


 Thovgii inthe fighrof the world racy ſeem? forforne perſons, 


W nchour z0ny friznd; rotake their tufer! 295to heart, and in appea- 


rance jeeth nothing but iaferie in trampling vpon chem, yer God 


| pro! ſeth his cender care {o far towards Ment, as that hee makera 
3 "Their cate h1s cale* and their friends his friends: and repureth them 
| tor his foes thar Jeclare themf=lues tobe there. In an other chap- 
rer not onely they arecharged with conmempr of "hum chat practite 
x milcniete acaunſtthem, cr violent] iy orice them wo and forrow: 

7 - but ic is faid, chat #e a/o that macket/ he poore, dz! ſprſeth # him that 
him, 


Furr, his AEBERTLS 4. 2 cherevy violated and broken: 


- iomany places he (trictly forbiddetn all, howe grear PD co 
- gricue the poore, & calleth ypon cuery one to be pirtifull eo them... 


Oak place for this purpoſe may lerue it Reed of many thar ma 

be brotght, tor conhrmation of the pomne, £ acharie relleth the 
people of his cmme, whar ductie the Lord required. by the former 
F rophecs beforethe capriuitie, and what metlage was commirted 
to him now after their returne : and ihaty 15; Execute Ye 1710 indge 


ont, 4 hewe meroae AA con ijjion, exery man to bis brother. 


And mmpreſſe nat the widdaw, tor the farh erieje the ftraaget nor the 
Paorts, | oe, X 
On ze hath vyngerraken to be their guardian and keeper, 
hg ccy are deconents warde *, and oo Pills: 2nd cherefere ho 
[us ER 241etimiunontly.auhinem, decth deeme God tiherto 
ze ſo vnti tall, mathe recardeth not tne lateric of 3:5 charoe, 
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Fo Perſe39. PROVERE Ss. 137 
the |  heistheircreator:inxe (pet of their perfons.they are the work of > 
Sth his hands:andinre eſpe ot wr conditien.thev are alſo ms! _— 
Ort | work:1s Flamnah ar &, The Lora maket hpo2r. and mae thr 
=o | bringeth low lexalarbSo bar itthey if rhey wrong them as 

men 07 miluſe his creatures, bich kauc tenr forin &  DEINg iro 
Ke | him; asiipoore men,they dijorac? bis CP RUIOY >c 11 {Naping 

them {fuch a i{tace. 

Terror for cruel] men,rvho vie,ns the prophet faith to armdche® el 


Zrcesaf the porre,and :reade vpon their be 
nemiclucs infioeg ely,and Bid Garceil to lit that 


>15itof FIC y ouerma £3 
v11l cruth chem 


themſclucs,the more he cerciſeth for theire defence; the weaker 
they be,and more vnabie co refit their Rs. {110ncerne 
will ſhew hunf=lte to be-and more ready to deſtrote theire acuer- 
tarics Men tink iteafe(? to o9C QUET where the nedoets lowelt,& 
molt late to prefle downe them har are lealt friended, but they 
will wiſh in che ende, that they bad rather lined ouer the 
toppcs of trees, and proucked thole which have: greateſt pos 
tenrtates to take theire partes. They {hall findge ir "theife folly 

to conternne Salomens wilt preceptes, and it «ill eurye to ther 


teſethat ipoile them, And 39ainc 11 an other place, nec repel teri) 
the lame matter FOE Oe , laying 
cient bounds,and enter notinto ihe field of T8! therlefſe. For hee 

tne! rewemeth them 15 bee wilt act end tC cariſe AV. ren if 
thre. Jt ithethen fodn they bee 
Poore; how perilous 1s it to pettecute them Þcca 

43nd Coy? If for this cauſe opprefiours bee c« puccd del t1fc13 of 
\r t iat they lift vo ther hands agam! bh: Pups: hoVmUcn 
(4 TNEY DEE cs? 12s, when they: ceale crnthy 
«hen they ttirike at tHe memberso! hisboar 2 
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1 PCeces wit 3s countenance,the! fie] power imey hate ts Jef | 


paine that rey caft themſclues into ſuch perilics. Rotbe not : 
faith he,che poove becauſe tree 18 poore neuther apprejſe rhe alfercted 1a | 
drement:For the Loyd will de: End therr Car(e,and f; port "Je {onle 67 
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139 PrOveRss. Chapt 4, 
more heauy punithmeneinflicted vpon thoſe which ſhall wound 
2nd fooile himliclte therein? 

{nft:uction to them that be poore and oppreſſed,to contain rh<- 
elucs from all impatiency, Js the Lorde reproched by that which 
is done 322inft thee*and is his worde and worke and gouerne- 

mz2n: thereby deſpiſed? /Then is the cauſe more his than thine: 
Fat? ic beloogethto him toredrefſe it with inſtice, and nor to thee 


ro fhaineir rich diſternper,Oh how men marre their own matters, 
_ whea they will Rteppe into Gods place, and {it downein his 
rhrons,andexccure his ojhce?Itis an impotency tharis in theire 


heartes,waen they can beare iniuriesno bHetrer, without reuen- 
ging hands,or reuiling tongues,and it is' a oreat defect of faith, 
colien taey waice not all the Lord take of their burdens:and it is 


ancedles dread wherewith they daunc themlelues,to thinke their 


calc remedilefſe.Dorh the Scriprure in vainc,and co no purpole,or 
with no truth animate vs againſt ſuch gricuances, when ic faith? 
IF en 4 country than ſeeſt rhe opreſſi on of the poore, and the defrau- 
ding of iudgement and mſtice ,b: not aſtonied at the matter: for hee 
that is brgher thanthe & hoe; Inteagiel and there bee higher ther 
they. 

Confolationto the poor & atflicted,efpecially if they be the me- 
bers of Chriſt, howſocuer they are diſcountenancedofmen,and re. 
tect:d of th: world,as retuies whom ic would willingly be rid. of, 


yer they are more eltecmed of him, whole e{timacion is more 


worth,chan all the mightiett wordlings: Abiather thought _— 
in good fafegard though Saul ſought his life, whe Damd told þ 
that the enemy which came againſt one of the ſhou'd bee com» 


mon cothem both;and yer Dau/d himſelfe who muſt defer;d A- 
_ butharigas purſued by the King.and in perill of his own life: how 


greatcauſle then of boldnes & Ncouragement haue they , whome 
D 2utds keeper doth keepe and protect, whichtaketh rtheire cauſe 
tor his caulz,their wrongs forhis reproch:che hurts done tothe for 
d&:hance bid co bimſclfe? And what a grace andfauour is this on 


- the otheriide cohis poOre ſeruants that ne chooſeth ro be honored 


and ferued by the mercy and comaſſion that is ſhewed vnco 
tem? dotiiie! 7 ther2by allure, andigdace, inioyne, ind binde 
all ts pzople to doaticn goo? ofa Mu fo torthe greate come 


7 TL 
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Verie2. __ PRroOvenss. 4339 


fort ofcuery g o00d man that is puttifull and helpirig to them hee 


be needy and | diftreſled.Itis accepted of the Lorde Jeſus Chriſt, as 
if irwerea heneuolcce to his wne perſon, [was anhmngred faith he 


and ye gane me meat:1 thirſted, and ye gaue me drinke'{ was a firan- 


ver,and ye lodged mee, 1 was naked.and yeclothedmee: [was kcke .c& 
yewiſired me:l was mpriſon and ye came vnto me,And being wked 
by the righteous, whenand how this kindnes by them was {hew- 
2d vnto him, he tellech them,that #raſmuch as they didir to one ofthe 
leaſt of 1 brethren they haue done «1 ro nim,\Ne thinke it 2 greate 
preferment( as there is cauſe, why we ſhould ) for Marie Magda - 


len, and other momenta mimſter watohim of their ſubſtance:and for. 


Martha and AMary,to have him for their oheſt. and for the woman 
in Bethantato powre the oyntment on his head:and for Toſeph of 
Arimathea,and Nicodemus to bury him, and why then ſhould itbe 
counteda marter cf novalue{tince it is a prerogariue not much in + 
ferior to thoſe before ſpecitied)ro haue a mercifull hart, and liberal 
hand1n ſuccouring and relicuing his members ?Digers of the Pha- 


rifies and other yngodly men,as it may ſeeme, vauchim entertain» 


ment in their houſes,and bad him to dinner, and neither yeelded 
honour to him, nor receiued praiſe from him, noreuer ſhall be re= 
warded by Lis but none that is mercifull to any of his, though 
neuer ſo meane and deſpiſcd,ſhall be paſſed by without acknow- 
ledecment,nor ſent away without recompence. Wharſocuer is 
lent ynto them in compaſſion, is beſtowed vpon him in regard of 
acceprance,& whatſocuer is beſtowedon themin pirty,is lent vn=- 
tohiminregaudof repatment : 


' Verſe,7 2. Thewiched man :: pair (ued in his miſerie but the 19h» 


reacts hath} hope in hs death. 


* 


He wicked #4 purſued) the word which we rranflate purſued, 
fgmheth to be thiult at, orto throw downe, meaning that 
when his calamitye once beginrieth, he ſhall bee driven on for= 
wards vntill hee fall into deltruction.Burthe ftare of the righrecus 
is cohrrary,for be hath hope, that is,not onlie confidence and geod 
expectation, bur ictuge and ceitucrance in grearelt extremities. 


I 4 | 2 yea 


othfi,to 54] 


wo.  Proverss. _ Chaparg, $ 


yea inthe very danger andcorment of death it ſelte, yea than eſpe» 
cially and more than euer ar anie time before, | 
CE Waen godleiiemen tandin greateſt neede of helpe and com« 
tort, they thail bee mok of all prefſzd with plagues, and ter- 
rourk 4 | | 
The imprecation which Dama made again(t his enemies,maic 
ſtand for a commination againlt all gods enemizs,that whe they 
are become c24fe or duſt,ch wid hal tiſe and blow thein away: 
and when they walke in wazes that bee aarke and /imppery, the An- 
ell of the Lard /hall pereſcurte them, Ne reade of divers kings and 
Canaanres wiich came to deftroy the Gybeanues,becau'c they en- 
tredinto league with //r4e Zthat hilt they were d1ſcomfited oy [9. 


ſbna,then they fled in teare,and great confulion;& then tell greate 


- . hailftones ypon ths, & fo they periſhed. Ja the fame calc oras bad 


was S:ſera,who veing vanquiſhed by Barak was driven from him 
Ins chartot,and ariny.to taxe himielt to his heels,& fly away alone 
in dread and danger,veing weary and thirſty;and where he hoped 


for helpe, there feir he hurtzand whome beerook tor his friend, and 


preſeruer of hiz life, hee found to bee his toe,and worker of his 


dearth, 


And noting better went the world with Szal, who for want of 


aniwere from God ia his calamities, was:driuen to alike counſel of 


the Dwell:and chen was daunted with threarnings, and afterwards 


wounded wich weapons, hauting the philifiines, againſt bim,& the 
Lorde agaialt hin,and his conicience again} him, and his owne 


* heart,and his owne hand,and his owne {word;and alto haften his 


o:vne deſtruction. 
F1:{t,they reiect all admonitiovs one atter another, & wy receiue 
no inftruction waen God offereth himalcite to teach themw,and ther. 
fore itis fult andequill thache ſhould pertue them with iudge- 
ments one aftcrancther,anddeny them all favour when ke ferteth 
hinlelte to pirgue them. 5 
SeconMlys,minye of chem vnceſlantlye and proudiye followe 


 theire delights and pleafures, and choſe wayes which moſt con- 


rent thercarnill at: Rions, without any teare of Gods dilpiea- 
ſus; and tacrciore at the laft the Loid tkengerh mitcries 
| 7 : 45 


+ 


D 


 withour infolency,and mildlie, without fierceneffe ,and innocently 


he ſunke 1ato adueriitie, as his pride and preſumption, white he 
fwimmed tn profperity 2 Downe would hee. haue the whole 


him. 


Verſe.3?. ProOvenss, WF 14! 
as many ,and45 fatafte: them which hill nouer leaus them yn- * 


rill they hate broughr them £5 ruins. $91: i; faid ofrhat Romiſh 
and whooriſh Briton, can idolacrons kingdsme of Aanichrilt; 


[nalmach as Þe glorif: I hey (elfand lin:d in pleaſuare,fo much Tir ye Re11,15, 7 


to her torment wad ſarro ve fo » ihe ſauh mher heart, [it beeins - 
QOurene,and am no wid 4o.ve anihail {ce no monrnius. To:refore 75 7s 
her plagues come at ane Adte Aeath ani ſorrow ,and £ mine, and hee 
hall be barnt with ft 
Thirdly,the a _e" of wicked men,by word or deed by one 
means or thr, do {cr thetelnes ro onerthrow their harmles nc igh- 
bours which feare the Lo-d andare innocentto wards them ani 


123 


thertore it z5 4 righreou thing with God, 25 tae Apallle faith 27 re. 2, Tack hd 


compence tribal atro tathem that trouble his people Xtocalt down 
thoſe which thrutt fo lore at his lerunnts. | 

Aimonecion rocuery.man,fo to demeanc himſelfe in time of Vſe- 
his peace and proſperous eftate: as that hemiy be ſupported, and 
andheldyp, and no: puſhed ar, and caft downe in his croubles, 
How needtull athing 15 it therefore co walke alwaies modeſftlye, 


withou: harmefulneſſe:thar when attlictions come,wee may haue 
the fauour of God, andthe triend/hip of Gods feruanres ,& the 
comfortof our owne foules to eſtabliſh vs that we fall not: W har 
was lo pernitious and preiudiciall ro that curſed Flaman, wien 


Churgh,and allrhe people of Gad, both men , women .and ch1l- 

ren, and therfore downe mutt Haman him! cife come into re- 
proche and diſgrace, And then how many rongies were ag1infte 
him?how many teete were vpon him?and how much anxietic and 
horror waztin tim ? His wite foreſpeaketn- him, the Queene 
accuicth him the Euznuch conmnneeth him, the King conderme 
neth him, the ex*cutoner hangeth him, and wo Lord. deſtroyerh. 


4 Bur re riohte Tus, &#coNo dingernor death cat! ralte: awaie the D532, 
comfort or happines of godly men, 
I Hatdeih not with che will and wiſedome of the Almightye 
E © to 


| 8-432. GENE. 
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142 Prcovenes, Chap.14, 
to exempt 143 ſeryanrs wholly from troudb!cs,and to free them al- 
coverher f rom feares: forthey are lines very needfull and 
expedient, bur itis moſt agreeable with t1s prouidence, & beſt for 
the praiſe of his power co preferue and deituer them when 
ey are 1 dil [treſtes. Many are the promiles which to this purpoſe 
are ane by God, and m:mifold are the protections which 
holy men make of theire confidence therein, both in the olde and 
-E new r-{ftament. As for cxample, ob ſaith, though the Lordejwoulge 
100.13.15. ie imevert would Tirnuſh in os /iull. And the PCulmiſt Laith, God 5. 
our hope E ſtrength ardhelp in troubles readre to be fownd.Therfore 


|" © 2:46,  willnorwe fexre though the earth be mooned andthe mountaines fall 
A mto the miajt of the ſea. Though the waters be troubled, the monn- 
raimes ſhake at the ſurges of the ſame Ani (aint Paule iaith, tho ſhat 
# ſeparate vs from the loue of Chriſt'hall tribulation or angniſh, or per, 

NON 933 3» 


[ecuton ,or famine,or nakednejſe,or perill, or ſword? Arn ss written, 
far thy ſabe are we bulled ail the day lang. we are counted as ſheepe for 
rhe laughter, Nemertheleſſe inal! theſe things we are more than cons 
WP - Werours trough him that lowed Us» 
bE Reaſ9r7., Firſt becaule itisnot in the power of rroubles,cemprations daun- 
> gers,orenemies .eyther to [top fairhtull men from praying ro the 
Lord, or to {tzy the Lorde trom hearing the prayers of taichfull 
men, Dauids enemies could hinder him for atime trom goingto 
the Temple,burnot one moment from repairing tg heauen:they 
- wouldnor ſufferhimro bring his ſacrificesro the Alcar, bur they 
couid not withhold him from preicting his petitions in Gods pre- 
f5ce, That he might dog & thar he did, 8 thathe found a meane of 
helpe and ſuccour, His diftreties were exceeding grear; his luppli= 
cations were very feruent;& his deliverance was maruellous com - 
fortable.And ſo much himſclfe acknowledgeth,or rather the Lord 
EE by him doch teſtifie, ſaying ;The ſorrowes *f death compaſſed mee, 
-Pia,13,4,5 ,5. andthe flouds of mickednes made me afraid. The ſorrows of the graue + 
"ne hane compaſſed me about :the ſnares of death oucrtooke mes» But in 
my troub/e I dideall pon the Lord,and cried unto my God: hee heard 
my Voice out at hs Temple, my crie did come be fore him, euen mto 
bus eares. He hath ſent downe from about, and taken me: hee hath 
47 awne me ont of manieWaters,oc, | 
= Secondly 


bd 


- 


Verſe. 32. ProOviReEs, | 143 


Secondly,the Lorde loueth his people alwell, and is aſwell able 
ro protect, them inthe moſt boyſteraus fformes of calamity, as to 
preſerue them in the quietelt calmes of tranquility ; a&cor- 
ding as was to:merly ſhewed out of the eight chapter to the Ro- 
manes, 

Thirdly,our Sauiour Chriſt hath fo vanquiſhed the power of 
troubles and death ir ſelte, by his ſuffering and dying, thatthey 
cannot hurt his members; and ſo ſcaioned and {anctified them to 
his people,thar they are made yery commodious and proficable ro 
them. 

Fourthly,death is {o farre fromdepriuing the godly of the 
comforte of their hope, as thatit racher ſendeth them to the 
poſlcfſion of theire happineſſe, which they haue ſolong hoped 
for; 

ſaſtruction to fue 294inkt that timerouſnes and wat of colt 
rage, which is inournature , when we fee troubles toward, & crol- 
ſes comming,as though we'mutt needs periſh,if we thouldbe put 
to ſuffer atf11ctions. But what can befall vs,if we bee righteous per. 
. fons,rhat hall curne co our hurt,or leſſen any part of our hope?Nay 
what will God lay yppon vs thatſhall not turne to our good, and 
makeour hope mare firme 2nd fable?Are they not inbeft cafe ar 
this time, which haue paſſed through greareft troubles in former 


£4 


Vſe.1 : 


ages? who would not haue bin content to haue indured Dams at. 


fictions ,or P a#ls tobe partakers of Pauls felicity or Damidizwho 
doth not chinke that well ir is with the martyrs now though rheire 
bodies were burnt once ,fince their foules NEE ach olory? If ac- 
cording tothe apoliles direQiowe could diuert our eyes from loo- 
king on temporal things whichare ſeen,to the contEplatio of euer= 
laliog things which are nov-ſcen, we ſhould think choiemomenta. 
ny affections hs in compariſon of that far moſt excellent waighr 
of glory which they caule vnto vs. And cus for the prelent they arc 
aorhing io heauy to them thar haue faith to behold Gods nelpi: W 
hand therin,as to fleſh & bloud they feem to be. And therol tes the 
Apoitle rettific his own expercice,who had as great a load layd ypo 
him,as almoſt vpon any thac can be named. Wee are faith heecafs 

4] titted 21 exerye /ide.yet are we not in dt rofſe in pouertie #1t 701 ofier= 
F2 Come: 
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OE Provenes, Chap. T4. 


cam: of pocertie we are perſecuted, but not orf en;and caſt downe, 
bat periſh not. 

Conſolation to the Firbfull againſt death, whereof there is no 
cauſeto beatrayd; becauſe it maketh their tare berrer. and not 
wo.te.\Vaar weary craueiler would bee ericued that his tedious 
> Sa wereat an end,andhee come hom* to his owne houſe 8 
lis dearett friends, rowards which he hath beene long trauc Inge 
With great toyle, and painefulnetie,and there tohee refreſhed with 


all dchgh-tull and comfortable repalts?The Prophet /ſarrelleth ys, 


that righteous men diz,and mrcitull men are taket awaic, not to 
come Th euill, bur to efcape the cull ro come: notto nts there 


peace, and to fall; into troubles,b.tto be treed from troubles, and 


$0 inioy peace:and char the graue is a ved for the body, whercin ir 
lodoeth andrefterh,and leeperh. And as tor the ſoule,how. yaurte» 
rabl ly happy and blefſed,is che Rate thereot *Whar Penne can deſ= 
cribe,or what tongue can recount,or what heart can apprehend the 
excecding greatnes of the toy which it poſletſeth? It 1s delivered 
from {orrowe and paine, from bunger and chuft, trom coulde and 
heate.from ſhame and contermpte, "from dread and dan ver, and 
that which is moſt ofall, andall in all,itis purged from tinne and 
corruption for cuer,On he other fide, chac which irmolt detireth, 
it hath molt plencifull fruition of, a5 Wperie&e righteotuinefſe,.er- 
fecte holinetle,glorious companions, bothipf Angels andfoules, 
vfiultinen depaited, continuall conuerfation with the Lorde Jeſus 


"Chriſte ,the face and fauoure of G O Þ neuer hidde trom them, 
and wee knowe what the prophet ſaith, that w4hzs preſence zs the. 


rmlneſſe of zaye, and Al his rio hte hand ſhere are pleaſures far EHETS 


more. 
F 


Verſe, 23 Hrſedame reſteth tn the hearte of him that bath under - 


7 ona Sar that wh wh 1514 the heart ” *fooles ſhall be knawne, 


T 
\/ 7 Tſedome) thatis ; holy and TEINS wiledome and erace, 
reſter th inthe bewrif continuerh therein, and dive! Jeth. as 
infer Howe and habitation ) of him that hath vnderſtanang, 
namely 


4 


Verfe 3? - ProvzRes. Ly: 
namcly, of cuery ſuch one as is of lound ivdgement and fincere 
aff. tion. And that which ir m the hearte; af fooles ſhall be knane: 
Hatintulneſſe and corruption which they nomith :n ther toules, 
and take plcature in; will breake out and Gicouer it {clfe, art one —s 
tine or other. The agreement of che two cauſes together will the Ie 


betrer appeare, it that be ſuppiyed which is vnderfiood in cach ot 


them, which may beia this manner; Wiledom refteth inthe heare Sl 
of Fin that hath: racer ftapding,and wall be mamiictted; and folly F 
inhabiceth in the heart of fooles and (hail be knowen. it4 

q {a chem onely is grace well ſetled , which giucth it intertain- Dott.r, i i404 
ment in their hea; ts- OE 


There ſhe keepeth reſidence, and there ſheruleth; and thirher 
ſhee bringeth her treatures and comforts; and euery good thing 
that 15to be withed for. And eterctore ſhe calleth ori. £45 ſ 
meete for ter to poſlcile; and iatclt for euery wiſe man t© yee elde 
vato her. Jy fonne,laith the, orue me thine heart, and let thine cies Prouss #6. 
delro hr m my Way PTA 
Firft,they and none other, haue the vertue ofthe wordand of the Reade x. 
{pirit, to protect them from the violent affaujrs andgubull fights. 
of Satan :and trom the tinfull pet riwalions, & FI IR examples 
of wicked perſons: * and from the vngodly motions, and corrupt x4 
diſpotition of their owne fleſh, Andiorunnerh: he promiſe i in the "EI 
ſecond chapter of this b: >oke - When wiſedome entreth mio thine Prov, | M 
heart, and hnowleage 4e(191teth thy ſonle then ſhall aqunſellpreſerue 25. 48 
thee,and order ft anasrhy 17: all zeepe thee and delmer thee from the &- 
willwaie ard 7 from the man that ſpeake ih | fraoward (+ nges, Ant: {fr 974 
them that leane ihe waes of : Tore weſſe to walke m the wares of 
darkenes, And 1 (hai delmer thee from the /trange WOnman, Hen from 
the ffranger ahh flattereth wth her words Fc, 
Secondly,they reccive diection and will 19! nefle, and ! helpe Fs) I 
cdocall fuch tenuces as God requircth at their bands. Thar mint- 
BE rh them plenty of godly meditatios, & mraious ſpeeches, 
A2t Emeti nan Power to Pet! Orme mma: 1. V©7Qous one 
& Chrithan ducties, Aud accordi to this thatliying of Dad, | 
that the month of the r:7h1 8245 1D. tbmedit, itenrſe dome. CLAAt a P-a/c37.30; Ee 
ipeake of wiſedotn waercot its art hath meditared,).,d bs {uogue {þ 
1, | wilt 11 
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140 "3 PROVERBS. Chas. I+. 
will talks of rmigement. Fo ar the law of his God % i 1n hs heart, and h:s 
Feppes ſhall not ſlide, 
Thirdlyythey haue the oats and contiauall poſſ:iſion chere- 
of withour perili of being any mare vcrerly {tripe and depriued of 


it: foricharhcaken yp aerre(t incheir foules, 250ur text afficmeth 
_ and will neger fortake chein, nor luffer her (elte to be driven from? 


them, See more of this point,and one vie of if, in che cench chap* 


and 4 verſe: where it is fayd; that wiſems:n layup hnowleage. 


EF And that which.) The malt tecret and hid den corrupti- 


ons ofthe wicked will in time bediſcouered & brgftghtto lichr, 


That which is afficmed, concerning the externall ous Tad 


behautour, will be as truely rathemed concerning thz1nternall luſtes - 


and defires. Iris fayd; that hee which nercemerh his wayes ſhallvee 


 &nowen; and icis 45 ſure allo, thache ſhall bee knowen which cor- 


rupterh his heart. 
_ Firſt, the Lord knowerth all cheirinward thoughts and cogita- 


_ nions,and purpoſes; aad waar they louc,and what they hace ; and 
what they reioyce ac, and what they be ſorcie tor - there is not the 


left motion in their minde, which he doch noc euidently lee, and 
narrowly marke: and therefore they may well knowe that the 
world ſhall alſo know them; becauſe he will ig hten things that be 
bid in darkeneſſe : and hee will make the counſells of the hearts mant- 


Lo I Keel. = fe fb. and he will bring euery works Unta tu4g ement, wh cuery ſecret 


thing whether it be good or emill. 

Secondly,God doth giue ynto many of his ſeruants, che co 
of diſcerning, char they can {m2ll oura difſemvler;and by diligen 
obſeruation,finde out the luſt and lewdaefle, and [infull Afporti- 


= onchatisin him. And therefore Duid profeſſech ſomuch ot him - 
 lelfe, ſaying; wick?dnefſe airh af the wick ed man, encn in mime heart, 


that there 1s 10 feare of Got before hiseyes. * 
Thirdly, aa cuill heart will either ſooner or later, bewray him - 
elte by cuill wayes: in a&51, or ſpeech,or councenance, or com- 


pany:as a purrizdcark iſle muſt aceds fend foorth an vaſauonie 


ſent, andcorrupe humars ia The body will brake our into ſjOares 


_ and vicers. 


Inftraftion co cleanſe our hearts f; from all folly and wickenefle, 
| leaſt 


EEE 


Perſ. 34 Prove RD S. : I #7 


leaf! our names bee ſainedarlaſt with reproach and infamie. If 
wee would be aſhamed to haue our vncleanneſſe, or falſe-hood, 
or pride, orany kinde of impietic, or naughiinefle budde foorth 
in our liues, beware how we ſuffer the rootesxnereof to growe itt 
our loules, If ir be our dilgrace,that men thould fce the ffreames 
of finne, ifſuin g outin the practiſe of our behauiour, we can neucr 
bee outof dingerof diſgrace, fo long as God beholdeth the founs 
taine of fintuluefſe ſpringing in our hearts. No Art nor witte can 
ſeruero keepe it in, when occalions ſhall bee offered to draw it 
out- When Achitephe/himielte, though a molt cunning Politi- 
ctan, Wouldnor take heede of ſecret difloyaltic againtt Damd, 
hee could nor but breake out into open rebellion, with Abſhalom. 


1 ; 
£ 
Verſe 34 Tuſtice exalteth a Nation : 9nt /inne is ſhame to the 


veople 
Peoples 5 


14 } : 4.4 aro 
Colne, ACE Co e522 tov, ot ro te 7 te + _—_ 


HOLS  O s eeae or ons 


Vice) chat is, true religion and obedience to Gods holy com» 

mandements, and the enacting, and executing of wholeſome 
lawes doth exhat: a nation: cauleth the inhabitants of well ordered 
Common wealths,andcountryes,and Cities, and townes, to prol= 
per, and be commended, But /inne practifed and nor punithed, z 
4 ſhame {9 people; it bringeth to contempr, and maketh them infa» 
inous, and draweth downe iudgements on the places, where it is 
committed and tollerarcd. 

E Nothing doth ſo much make for the proſperitie of any eftate, DoF.x, 
25 the vertuous and godly behautour of the people. 

Where the Lord hath ſeruice duely performed to him, therethe 
Lande ſhall haue his fauours freely beftowed vppon her: bur if 
he be defrauded of his honor,it ſhalbe defeated of his bleffings,and 
icele his plagues and judgements. Jt 1s a worthy ſaying, that is 1n 
the booke of Chronicles, which «Azariah the Prophet vtteresd to 
Aſa, and his army ſaying, O A{a,and al! ſudah,ana Bemumm.here , Chia: 
ve me. The Lord ts with you whiles you be with hum : and if yee ſeeke | 
21m, he will be found of you. but if ye forſabe him, hee will forſake you. 
And betore that time, Moles had forethewen to cuery ſucceeding 

age 
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20 EO PrROvenns.  Cha).ts. 
 ageand generation, whitthev ſhould cru2 yars; and cerrainely 
| Lye tor; chatis at ch? woHll 4 o59y che voyceof che Locrde their 
Sn 128. ts G34, and 22002 als conn ments; be; world mths them the 
_ - hrs lard: th: taile anlih:y bill be ab14: an:ly, an {nat bencath: 
Es Tf 207 Cher :n'eriorsh »ald clone a6 42 chem nuinie, aniihey bold 
cam dove; breath 4lav; weir vale 1923 ih wid bes 7eDe head, 
deb Þ 14l4 b:coms the tale. | 
 EFicRh, icis the beſt way ro procure plety; for the Lord in re 
nd chercof, doth mile che ted g24, and the wvoarhier ſeaſo, 
-na5e,and the TE fraictall;& cora2,anf cartel, and g-atls, and 
-— — trees and all forts ofcom n »dicies to protper., $odoeten vile,as 
I og faydin che Pſlns, H- turnerh the toods into a4 wildevnes & rhe 
oy 33. +34 3 pre of water nts dryneſſe. anti afruful {ard into $i enn: ſe, for 
” O08 wiched nelſ: of them that dvelltherimn, 
Secondly,ir bringerh peace and: ſaferie, 2s it is promiſed by 
- Wie #6; that” 1m i breate their, [w 1: des nta matraches, ani their 
: wy 3. ſpzarerinto irhes, and; with: feare vnlev thei vines ant fige 
=, ere; oft any uducrficic ſhould riſe vp againft them; to inuade 
_ theircomrey,octo vexe their borders: the Lord will works ſuch 
courage 3nd torricude in chem, as thac they ſhall bee able yaliantly 
to refilt and repzllalltheir eazmies, according 1s it is ſaide, char 
fine af them thauld chaſe an hunted Did. nn hundred of them chonld 
put rerne thauſan4tofiighe, Wanerews if chzy prouoke him with 
iniquities, «1 palluce their land with finne, hee will purſue 
— _rh2in with penls, aad plague their [a2d with warres and ugh» 
Ter, Thisdo:h 4: wah >rodue by exp2rience, a3 puccerh chem 
= -iamind? of ic, waich ſawethe cercamcic ofir, and knewitto 
| — rue. No#,faith he for a nz ſeaſon [[rae! 5ath brene without ho 
Fr TI ous; 3 tras Gad, anl Pithant a teachmg Prieſt and wit 1ut ths Lave, 414 
p- mnthat tim: therew a nnnence to hm (hu 4:4 ra2 ant, 
D4' Trex! tro. 45les were to 4'l:h7 habitats: af th: 47th. 
02 p45 doifrape { of n ation, ani Cirte 
with all a4u:r/tie, 


Taird! 2d oh ain2th ant preferyth the lig3: 541d gfory of 2 
kind» 12, 07:15i01, that is,graus wilt, and furhful l FRUCrno Irs, 
Koen a Church an4com n321-weal?, FOE tas Joh better pro- 


anl Tan nt 
be . 

Far n4ti- 

of Cute; for Tod rraubled them 


long o 


Perſes 24 PrROveR?s: 149. 


| long the life, or defend the ſtate of any Prince, than his owne 
2oodnefle, and his ſubjects godly behauiour. Tharis continually, 
in euery place aſtrong ouard tor his fatcrie, and that is the bef} 
phiſficke for his health : thereby are worthy counſeilors,and other 
{ibordinate miniſters of tuitice protected, and thereby arc god- 
ly paſtors, and fruicfull mmiſters of the Gofpelleftabliſhed, But 
when a Nation is hlled with impietic and finfulnefle > it myſt bee 
emptied of theſe treaſures and ornaments, as 1s threarned at large 


by the Prophet, ſaying: The Lorde God of hoa#tes will tahe away | 


from leruſalem and from [ndah the [tay, and the trength. The 
{trong man, anithe man af warre. the [udge, and the Propher, the 
prudent, and the aged, the Capt ame of fifiie, andthe hinowrableand 
the Counſellor, and the cunnmg Artificer, and the eloquent man. 
And [will appornt children to be shevy Princes, and babes thall ruie 
oner them. 

JaftruQion, that fithence iuſtice and 1uft men doe heipe to 
aduaunce a Nation, that therefore iuft men and 1wſtice bee moſ? 
made of in the Nation: and becaufe fnne and ſinners bring 


F/ec 1 


ſhame toa people, that therefore hinners and hnne bee diforaced. 


among the people. How ynworthy athing were it. that J00d be- 
nefactours,as all good men are to their countrey, thould be cul re- 
warded with reproach and contempt? And dow vnequall were 
it, that pernitious perſons, as all wicked men bee ro the ſtare, 
ſhould without caule bee exalted with praiſe and preferment? 
The wiſe Magiſtrate well knoweth, that therefore GOD hath 
giuen him ſo honourable a place, and preheminence ;for the pr - 
mihment of wicked doers, as Saint Peter teftifieth , and the pray'” 
and incouragement of : Hem rhat ae well, It hall bee then a wo: 
thy {eruice roGed, and a benefire and kindnetle to the whole 
kingdome: for them thar haye authoritic {oro-vie their mpority, 


25 that righteouinetie ang pietic may proſper and fownſh more. 


and more,and all inuſtice and wickednetic may be luppichicd and 
wither aways» 

Conturarion of their oppinion which dreame that nothing can 
be diipracetull, tharis common and genera!l : whatfoencr inat.y 
Gor allow, they thinke to bee graced and made coinmentabie 

V BY 
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0 " PrROvanesS, *) Chap.t4, Ver 
by the allowance of many. And that cauſethryor, and quaf. Th 
fing, ad gariſhneſle, and couetouſneſſe, and execrable oathes, tha! 
and impious Sabboths-breaking , and diuers other vices of like WY} #64 
nature,to be ſo little feared, and lo much commitred. | Y pro 
But how ſhould a whole people then, haue finne turned ts fait 
their ſhame, if the practiſe and conſentof the multitude coulde Y tha 
take away the ſhame of finne? The great number of biles and - ? | 
blanes, and botches together, doeth not leſſen the loathſomnefle 1 me 
"rhercof, bur atigmentir. Neither is theface of any manor was © Hat 
man diſfigured by three or foure pock-holes ,and made beautifull FF in 
by three or foure ſcore, Neither is a garment made the more [te] 
Gandſome by bauing the more (taines, or patches, or rags, or rents ÞY thc 
YPOn if, 2 ; : 
ZE | SS an 
| | Y thc 
-Verle,2 5. The fauour of 4 king 1s toward a wiſe ſermant : but /»15 4 YO 
nrath ſpall be toward him that canſeth thame. Y 
— 3 » 
. | & #- 
" He fauonr of a king, Euery wile king, andall other god Y} 
ly great perſonages, will cake delight io, and ſhewe counts 
naace ynto their ſeruants,or officers, or any other that dependvp- | ® 
 onthem, lo farre as they ſhall finde them diligent, obedient, diſl- Y © 
creer andtruſtic : and therefore will alſo be ready to reward them, al 
_ according as their faithful ſeruice ſhal deſerue. Bur hi wrath ſhall th 
be towards him that cauſeth ſhame. Hee thar by folly offendeth his } #- 
__  gouernoiur; eſpecially ithe diſcredite him and his houſe, by lewde 2 
__ prankes and mildemeanours, muſt looke to feele his maſters' diſ- 23 74 
pleaſure,and that with frowning checkes,chiding, puniſhment, or J 
diſplacing, _ | [ff b 
& The honeſt and yertuous behauiour of inferiours,isthe beſt way T " 
co get the fatour of luperiours. | OD 2 
By this meanes there are none folow, which bee notin wayof |} * 
pre ferment; cuen very feruants are like to grow to greatneſfſe: net- © {t 
ther 15 anyſo high, which will nor reſpectthem-cucn Kings them» 3 © 
{clucs will take pleaſure in them. 


This. 2 


Verſt-35. PROVERES. © 151 

This is verified ,by that which S2/omon ſpeaketh in another place, 

that righteous lippes are the delight of Kmgs,and the kmg loueth him : 

that ſpeaketh right things."f words well ſpoken be of {uch force to ©9554 
procure {o much good liking and fauour,it cannot be that workes 

faithfully Winds Ax faile of as comfortable ſucceſſcto thoſe 

that performe them. | : 
Firlt,che prouidence of God hath a ſtrong hand in diſpoſing of <&aſoar t, 
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7D 3 
mens affections:he inclineth their hearts to like or loath,to loue or 24 


hate,as ſcemeth good to himſelfe, and therfore when the waies of 
jeruants pleaſe him,he doth often make them topleaſe their mai- 
ters alſo, as Nehemiah and Dantel,and many others hauc found to 
their honour and comfort, 

Secondlie,the grace and feare of God preuaileth with Chrifti- 2 
2n 20ucrnours to loue, arid chuſe,and make much of, and preferre | 
them that bee religious and ſeruiceable, as Daxniddid after a ſort ! 
yow the conſcionable care of this duetie,when he ſaid, My eres ſha! 
be ynto the faithfull of the land,that they may dwell with me che that Pia.r91ig 7 
walketh in a perfeite waie,he ſhall ſerne me. There ſhall no deceipt full 
perſon dwell within mine hou(e:hee that telleth lyes ſhall not remaine 
om my ſigh te | 

The gaine that wiſe and godly mens ſeruices do yeeld to theire 2 
maſters, doth make many maſters much to cfteeme of the ſerui- 
ces of wiſe and godly men:for they may vndoubted!y looke for 
all good faichtulnes attheirhands,and a profperous fuccefle of the 
the workes which they deaſc in,from Gods hand. And that Za- 
ban (aw and acknowledgedin the labours of /acoh ,and therefore 
was ſo ynwilling for many yeeres,to part with kimzand that Porz- 
JI Phar, andthe keeper of the priſon, and Pharas and ail that 
Jy imployed /o/#ph well perceiued: forafmuch as their houſes were 
3 Siefſed for /o/ephs fake, andthere cltates did proiper by Tofepns 
meanes, . 
Errft, for infertours ,it ſerueth ro confure their exronious concert (#1, 
that think to creep ints michty mens fauours by ſwaggering boa- 
{ing,and brauery,or by flattery, talſhood,and fycophancie. or by 
other ſuch like corrupt and (infuil courſes: which thruſt ovr reg te 
en,picty, modeſtye,and plainc dealingas the greateti makebace, 
V2 | Oge 
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152 PROVERBS. Chadiis, 
_ berweene Mailers and fcruants, and the onely hinderers of al pre- 
- ferment. Bur commonly they that fo fecke rorite, be eyther kepte 
fron mromonons,and fo defeated oftheir hopes,or fall from their 
-hemmes.and foarc ouerthro-vne by cheir fins, when they which 

- jermeto lve 2pen co all contempr for their profeſſion,are yiuallye 
- motrezardedfortheir vprichenefle and honeſty, Wicked Flaman 


__ Hhangthe woilt of allchat were avout Aha/hnerim,was tor a time 


tne necreft ynto him,and good Hordeea which was moſt faithtul 
#23 molt bard'y proceeded againtt as vecing preſcribed andde- 
-H#inatcd io death with all che nation that he came of, for hislake, 
and vet Flaman could not (till fandinthart high eftimacion nor 
ore ye lone vaderthat heauy dfgrace, bur downe mult 
Fam, withrhe kings indignation into a ſharmetull deſtruction. 
27d vp mult 1797 decay with che Kings efpeciall fayour ,to a ſuper- 
eminen: place of authoricy-And albeic ic come often to paile ,char 
Dad ſeruants be too much made of, yet itis to their greacer hurt ac 
latt,and though good ſeruancs haue bad requitall at cheir maſters 
hands,yer cheire bett maifterthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, co whome 
they periourme theire leruice, in dooing therr interiour maſters 
worke, will 11 due time recompence. them with a beter re- 
ward. _ | | 

 Secondlis for ſupertours,itferueth to infltuct them to doethat 
winch inthis text the Lord preicribertivvs as a duty fire ro be done, 
namely to ferour delight 'ypon choſe whichare yertuous, and 
adorned with delighttull graces, and to let their dilpleature ap- 

-peare againſt ſuch as are vicious, and feare not to dijplcaſe God 
with their vngodly behauiour, So doing they Hall in theire 20+ 
gornement follow the example of the Lord himielfe, who is the 

- moſt righceous perfect, and ablolute goucrnour, His tauour and 
2oodneftle 15rowards cuery one of then thar faithfullie ſerue him, 
ind his wrath and angry countenance is not onely againſt thoſe 
r2atrebellicntly contemne bis lawes, but which lie licentiouilye 

{3 the profetiton or his ſeruice.And this may all gOUCrnours intal- 

itbly conclude of that by yeeiding due recompence to them chat 

deirrue well, themſclues doe ducly deſerne , and ſhall turely 0b- 
| Fane 
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Perſe.35- PRrROvrinns, I53 
rainepraiſe for the yertues of their people : and by ſuffering miſ= 
behauour in their houſes, or charges without puniſhment; all the 
taultcs of their interiours doe turne to their reproach, Forit 
{inne bee a ſhame toa whole people, as the former 
veric teſtifierh, how can it butbee ignomi- 
nous alfo to a tamilie, and the ma» 
ter thereof, as experience 
deciarerir 


EINUS. * 


